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57 1 H E following Corrrerron ; 
_ being moft of them pretey 

ſcarce, the MERCHANT- 
excepted, it was thoug he 


Better to print them together, in a 


little Volume, than ſingly; not only 4 


as they all treat of the ſame Subjett, 
but to leſſen the Price to the Publick. 
They are now reduced to little more 
1 than 7. wo-pence each, and printed on 
4 good Paper, and neat Charafter. 
A 3 . We 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N je Bare added 70 this Edirion „ 
the MER CHANT- ROYAL; 
the Author 4 Dedication, from bis 


on Quarto Edition in 1607, which 
. bas been omitted ( we know not for 
gohat Reaſon) in all the latter Edi- 
| ion in Octavo. If theſe Ercur | 
1 Aula be kindly received, there are 4 
Jew more on the ſame Subjeft, eobich 1 


are very ſcarce, that may ſeroe fo. 
compleat one Volume in Duodecimo. 
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VN. B. The dello wing edles was Cr 
7 © with the Firſt Quarto Edition, publiſh'd 
52 the Author in 1607, but has been 
omitted (we know not for what nn 
in all the latter Editions, | 


— Mi 
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To the RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 
the Lord HAY, and to his late 
eſpouſed, the Lady HONORIA); 
the Author hereaf wiſheth all 2 
ſolation in Chriſt, continu al Com- 
fort in Marriage, together with a 
conſcionable Obſervance of the Chu. | 
tente of this Sermon. 


80 Hoes (Rig ht Honourdbls) 

Iz preſented into your Hands 
what lately ſounded in your 
[ISggesy Ears. A Ship, firſt builtin 
| | Paradiſe, and for the Plea- 
I ſure of the Land; but ſince repaired 
for the Merchant's Uſe, againſt the 
Troubles of the Sea; which, ſince I 
am enjoined to launch out into the 
A 3 - 
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Main, a . ww publick, 10 Ld | 
and alſo be- b 


the. Merit of the thing, 
Fond mine own Meaning, I could ind | 


ut why ſhould I look. to pleaſe all, 


„ 


none more fit unto whom to dedicate 
it now, in Print, than your Honoura- 1 
ble ſelves, for whole Sake it was firſt 4 
. preached. I hope I ſhall never make ' 
it the laſt End of my Labours, to pleaſe Þ 
Man; yet I find, in this, that I have 
eaſed = and diſpleaſed others: | 


hires: God himſelf hath fo ſeldom 


done it? Therefore, they which think | 


me too bitter, muſt yet remember, 


that I bite nothing but Sin; and what | 


Reaſon. is there to favour Sin, thro' 


Occaſion whereof the World. was | 
drown'd, to puniſh it ? The Law was 
ordained to prevent it, the Son of the I. 


Higheſt died to ſati for it, and the 


World again muſt deſtroy'd to 


finiſh it: Yea, what Reafon is there | 
to favour any Sin, whereas there is, 
no one which favoureth us; but all 


imperilling us in the Hope of Salvati- | 


on; as Eee, by her Eating, under- | 
mined Adam, They again EP 7 
thmK 
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id think that Sin ſhould not be derided 

or corrected in this Kind, muſt alfo _ 

id conſider, that every Sin is to be 

te taxed; in his proper Kind; as, in the 

a- Scripture, Sins ſavouring of Error are 

rſtrefelled with Arguments, and fuck: as 

de be foul and heinous are beaten down 

ſe with Judgments; but thofe which were 

ve © ridiculous were, indeed, derided ;' as 

S: Elias the Prophet fported at the 

II, Prieſts of Baul, and Job at his fooliſn 

m Comforters: Yea, and how plays 

ik Iſaiah with the wanton Geſtures of 

r, Women, ſtretching out their Necks, 

at mincing and tinckling with their 

0 Feet, &c. | Iſaiah iii. 16.] But Moſes 

as more with the Niceneſs of Women, 

as too dainty to venture (not their Knees, 

he in Devotion) but the Soles of their Feet 

he upon the Ground | Deut. xxviii. 56. } 

to no doubt a ſore Adventure! But no- 

re thing ſo taunting as that in Solomon, 

is, where the Whore is mock'd for a Vo- 

ill 2 tary, and ſhe: that offered herſelf to 

ti- other Mens Luſt, yet is ſet out for a 

r- Saint, with Offerings of Peace to God, 

[ Prov, vii. 14.] I hope, therefore, all 
Gn. ww 
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good People will privilege me by 
_ theſe holy Precedents ; yea, Iam ſure 
of this, that none will find Fault with 3 
me, but ſuch as firſt find a Fault in 
themſelves ; and to ſuch I profeſs my 
ſelf indeed a Preacher, and to have 
_ preached all this for them; as Chriſt, 
in the Goſpel, profeſſed of himſelf, ? 
that he came to call Sinners, And 
thus, in my moſt true and ſincere 
Love, I commend you, in the midſt 
of your Marriage Joys, to that Joy 
and Peace which is in God, 


Your Honours, in all 


24.06 
_ Chry 


ian Devotion; 
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Robert Wilkinſon. | 
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WOMAN « a EI. 


A SERMON Preached at White- 
Hall, before the King's Majeſty; 
at the Nuptials of an Honourable 
Long and his LADY, | 


** 


4 * 


The EPISTLE to the READER. | 


1* E RE are ſo many Paper Pyrates no abroad, 
that every wiſe Sailor will ſtand upon bis Guard, 
and will not be laid aboard by every Mailer, leſt be ſhould + 
be rifled of that Treaſure he ſails with. 

But this our Ship is @ Royal MERCHANT, by which, 
if thou be a skilful Trader, thou may ft gain much. 

She comes from King Jamzs's Court, and in thoſe 
Days (as I bave heard) there was plenty of Gold and 
Silver; but ſhe is well fraught with that which is better 
than both. 

The Merchant's Defigs. in ſhipping ſo much beg 


* * * 2 — 


zn one Veſſel, was to inrich the whole Court at once ; 


and my Deſign in publiſhing this BILL of ber Ladin 

ig thy Gain, not my Trade; for I bave none of thoſe 
Precious Jewels to ſell, but have had ſome of them freely 
given to me, and all of them are to be diſpoſed at the 


art 10 blame, 


| ſame Rate. STE. 7 thou daſt not ſee go it thou 


\ Ee 4 
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| '» R 0 v. xxxi. * 
She i is like 4 Merchavf's Ship, ſhe bringeth ber Ford 


from th 
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* 1 HIS Scriptare, and in A d * 
Chapter, is a Scripture written for Wo- 


$i written in Praiſe of Women; yet not 
7 2 bel. to make them better chan 
—— be, but ſoberly and truly to ſhew 

| cen what they ſhould be: A Scripture, 
wherein, as in a Glaſs, are fer out to our View, all the 
and Ornamems, all the Dignity, Beauty, and 


Duty 
at the firſt began his Temptation of the Wo- 
man, her, That if ſhe } pang ſelf, ſhe 
wanted but one t wanks tic GeGot; and from 
the Devil (I think) it comes, that ſo many Men ſince, in 
evcry Age, have ſo wantonly beſtowed their Time, heir 
Pens, and ſometimes their Pencils too, cither | 
„or 'vilely ro embaſe the Dignities of 
ich Folly I take to be theſe, 


did hot know them, and 


earth they 


| then ſed 
= 8 
ratify the 


agg yy 0 by ben 
it was indied. 1 fay, God infoired it into the 
Mother, the Mother tanphic it to Sohmmon her Son, and 
then So/omen ther Son publiſhed it to the World ; there- 
Fore if we ſpeak of the K doc of a good Woman, 
knoweth her bettor than her (Ulf 2 


| h ber ſo well as God that made her? Again, if 
ia this Deſcription any wag might ſcem a, in 


men; and more peculiarly a Scripture 


of a virtuous Wife and hol — The Devil | 


Soolithly ; eh men = 
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er better than Man that liveth with her? Ye, who 
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QF grievous we 
but a Woman that d 
ſeem either too much or to 
i it: And thus 
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virtuous Woman it is ſaid here l 

xii.) She is he e Crown; and in 
baus ine ihe 4 Roſe, lame ble eL. 
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or ſhift for himſelf; but then comes a Wife, like a Ship, 


like a Garden of Flowers, ſometimes like a Spring of ⁵ 
Waters; in a Word, ſhe is like to many things, but as 
it is ſaid [Verſe 10.) Pearls and precious Stones are not 
DW, 9ST 52 Ta re on 
She is like @ Ship (faith Solomon) and it may well be, 
for the World is like the Sea; for ſo faith St. Jobn, be ſore 
the Throne there was a Sea of Glaſs [Rev. 4. ] and that 
was the World, tranſitory and brittle as Glaſs ; tumultuous 
and troubleſome, like the Sea; wherein as the Wind 
raiſeth up the Waves, and one Wave wallows in the Neck 
of another ; fo this troubleſome Life of ours, begins in 
Weeping, on in Sorrow, and the End of one Woe 
is bur the ce of another: O what Time might a 
Man ask to ſet down all the Miſeries of this Life! the 
Fear, the Care, the Anguiſh that daily accompanieth the 
Body and Soul of Man; the Labours and Sorrows certain, 
the Caſualties uncertain, the Contentions and Unquietneſs 
of them that live among us, the ſharp Aſſaults and Op- 
Ir. of them that hate us; bur chiefly the Unfaith- 
and Treachery of them that ſeem to love us: 
Againſt theſe Storms, to fave Men from drowning, did 
God ordain the Woman as a Ship upon the Sea, that ass 
Noab made an Ark, and by that Ark eſcaped the Flood; 
ſo Man, K with the Woman, might pass 
* Labours of this Life ; unto which doubtleſss 
God had reſpe& when he ſaid, It is not good for Man 
to be alone; let us make bim a Help meet for bim; as 
much as to ſay a Ship to ſave him. Therefore he which 
hath no Wife, may ſeem to be like Jonas in the Sea, 
left in the midſt of a miſerable World, to fink or ſwim, 


N 3 
a * 
was as At 
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and wafts him home: But ye muſt ſtill remember that 
Solomon ſpeaketh here of a good Wiſe, as [Verſe 10.] 
Who ſhall find a virtuous Woman ? For otherwiſe, if the 
which was made to comfort in every Storm be ſtormy 
and troubleſome herſelf, then ſhe is not like a Ship, buy 
like the Sea; and than to be ſo ſhipt, it were better 
with Fonas to be caſt into the 8'“æ H. _ 
Hut if ſhe be good, ſhe is like a Ship indeed, and to 

nothing ſo like as to a Ship; ae a aa ; 


„ 


= 8 | Danger; if by D efault 


5 * 7 85 y 


; | Men by Marriage adventure their Souls 


E eee ee Fs oc 
"Ms E 


| | Diſcretion,” 28 v Card * aſs, ſhapes ber 
; ſe; her Countenance and Conver are ballaſted 
E Sobernels and Gravity; her Sails ate full of Wind, 


9 as if ſome Wiſdom from above had inſpired, or "_ 
; the ſtandeth in the Sho and caſteth | 


* 1 upon her ; 
'  F her Lead, and when ſhe hath ſo „ ſhe * 


ala“ ud, to David $row xix. 11 4 of h ad 
ounded, ſhe « 
5. ii. Rat] ad and wk, wind- 


oF her F as Rahab did, [ 
1 ing of her ſelf, the gets a-float agai 
her Ke any Thuble to wk nigh 


2 of wh; Aw. ua 


i | forward, if the find her ſelf able, or elſe, with Pilate's 


Wie [ Hat. xxvii. 19. ] ſhe ſets Sail away, ſhe commands 


and countermands Man to his Charge, ſome to 
dckeir Tackling, ſame to the Maſt, ſome to the Main- 
$ | top, as if ſhe, and * but ſhe, Were 2 
= Maſter of the ys oc; yet ſhe is not , 
3 Maſter's Mate; E 15 ſhe is, fot the himſelf 
takes Pleaſure in her [P/al. xlv.] and if the be 


a Merchant's tea, then is ſhe the Merchant Royal, 
; un; as ſhe is like a Sbi e her oth and 
; yer proper V3 Virmwes, ſo is A e compared 
L too: She is like a Ship indeed, for firſt, 
3 wh dever marries, ventures ; he ventures his Eſtare, he | 
XZ ventures his Peace, he ventures his . jo, many | 
: For w | 


cauſe £ Ifreclites were forbidden to — their Daugh- 
ters with the Canaenites, leſt ſhould turn them 
from Gad to ſerve other Gods, I Deut. vii.] Which 
Solomon notwithſtanding did, e made (as 
ſome Men thought) a ſhrewd Adventure of his Soul; and 
therefore (even to prevent too much Adventure likewiſe) 
is Marriage compared to a Ship, which, of all artificial 
Creatures, is the molt deliberative; for the ſails not bur 
by founding, leſt by her Unhecdipefs the run her ſelf 
E | Ka gs In like manner, neither Man nor Woman 
; at any on (if they be wiſc} reſolve either of Mar- 


ox of ny. , but upon the weigh- 
IS n 1 5 N 
chat ſaid, 12 Kc, I have bought Sans, and 
—  þ I muſt 


2 


1 - 
3 
h [ — ] 
1 ; 3 \ 


Tu needs go out to ſee it [Luke xiv. 18.] for he ſhould 


have ſeen it firſt, and bought it after; as it is (aid of 1 | 
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Is 


the virtuous Woman here, She conſidereth a Field and 
gete it [verſe 16.] That is, the thinks of it firſt, and 
makes her Purchaſe after ; and when either Man or Wo- 


r 


For the Day of their Marriage, and Repentance enoug 


all che Time after. It is ſaid of Fephtha's Daughter, Thar || 


the went cut to bewail the Days of ber Virginity [Judg. xi.) 


t in truth many Mens Daughters may go out to bewail "i 


the Days of their Mar 172 3 yea, an many Men too 4 


look back to the ſingle Life, as the Egyptians in the Redl- 


Sea looked back to the Land [Exog. xiv.] and fo the 
are punithed with late tance, like thoſe fooli 


Mariners [Acts, xxvii.] who, becauſe they took not 
"Counſel in the Haven, were forced to adviſe upon a 
Wreck. And what is the Cauſe of this? Lack of Fore- 
caſt, becauſe they ſound not firſt, whether it be fit to 
marry, or yet to marry; or whether he be fir, or ſhe be 
fit; fit in Degree, in Diſpoſition, in Religion; and 
therefore as * "5p — Vowing, ſo ſay __ of | 
_ Marrying ; Be not raſh with thy Mouth: But ſound * 
2 


fail after; that is, deliberate firſt, and marry | 


Aan, ſhe is be a Ship for ber univerſal Uſe: 4 


Houle is indeed to dwell in, but not to travel in; but a 


Ship is both to travel in, and as it were to dwell in too; 


to cat, and drink, and flcep, and labour, and meditate, # 
and pray too; as if to be in a Ship were to be in another 
Earth, | | 


e Water- world: In like manner, a Man hath a 


Friend for Pleaſure, a Servant for Profit, and for Uſes to 4 | 


God-ward a Spiritual Inſtructor too; but a Wife ſerves *' 


for all theſe, that is for Pleaſure, for Profit, and (if the | 


be good) to bring her Husband to Good too. 
Again, of all theſe ſame Utenfi/ia (I mean of moveable 
Inſtruments) a Ship is the h and the greateſt, and 


commanded, as you ſee, the Helm or Stern, a 1 | 


all Piece of Wood; ſo ought the Wife, though a 
Commander in the Houſe, yet to be turned — ruled by 


a Houſe 


a Word of her Husband. Solomon ſaith nor, the is like J 


A 


2 Houſe (as many Women be, as good remo 

as to diſſwade or wean them from their Wills) but like 
4 a Ship; not like Vaſhti the Wife of Abaſuerus [Eſth. i.] 

whom all the Power of the Kingdom could not more to 
. bene te her Hwband, no nor ts the King himfelf; bur 


- 


e a Houſe 


XZ he muſt follow her Husband, as the Iſraelites followed 
the Cloudy Pillar in the Wilderneſs Numb. ix. ] which 
when it , they ſtayed, and when it went, they 
followed; and ſo muſt ſhe. 1 1 | 
"* Laſtly, leſt any Man doat too much upon this Heavenly 
Ship of Earthly Joys, we muſt remember, That as a 
Ship is not a Place of continual Habitation, but only for 
Paſſage; fo is the Society of the Wife, _—_ comfortable 
and joyful for the time, yet laſting only for a time; a 

Help to hold him up and comfort him, during this tranſi- 
7 cory, ſhort, and troubleſome — but then there 
is another, a happier, a more laſting Marriage with the 
Lamb, which neither Departure, Divorce, nor Death 
: be can ſeparate; and for this we muſt forſake Father, Mo- 
and ther, Wife, Children, Goods, Lands, &c. for this the 
of Living muſt renounce his Life, the King muſt leave his 
und Crown, the Bridegroom muſt leave his Bride, and the 
ury Bride muſt leave her Bed, becauſe for this the Saints do 
A 
ta 


cry, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. | 
: Das as the 21 is in the Schools, Similitudo non 
a currit quatuer pedibus. Many things may be like, yet 
0; nothing like in all things. Therefore, though a Woman 
ite, in many things be like a Ship, yet in ſome things ſhe 
her muſt be unlike, and ſome Qualities of a Ship ſhe muſt 
ha not have. As for Example, one Ship may belong to 
to many Merchants, and one Merchant may be Owner in 
ves many Ships; yet neither may one Woman divide her 
the Love to many Men, nor one Man divide himſelf ro many 
Women; therefore Lamech ſpake with great Incongruity, 
ble yea, it was like falſe Latin, when he ſaid, Hear ye 
nd Wives of Lamech [Gen. iv. 23.] for Wives admit no 
a *F Dlurality, when they be conſtrued with one Husbang , 
eat becauſe, as the Prophet faith, though God, ar the firſt, - 
by 3 bad abundance of Spirit, yet be made but one [Mal. ii.] 


75 
ing 


„ 


dre ode Woman of ene Rib, for the Help and Comfore 
_ Secondly, of all the Goods which Men poſſeſs, only * 


ip cannet be houſed; a Man hath a Shop for 


Wares, a Barn for his Corn, a Cheſt for his Money, 
and a Houſe wherein to hide his Head, but no Caſe to 


cover a Ship; but ſo muſt not a virtuous Woman bo; 


for it is 2 Nore of the unchaſte Woman, that ber Fer 


cannot abide in her Houſe; but now ſhe is without, 
wow in the Street, and lies in wait at every Corner 


[Prov. vii. 11. 22.) So as whoſo ſeerb her, ſeeth her a | 


ways gadding, that be may ſalute her, as Men ſalute at 


Sea, | Whither are ye boynd 2 But Rachel and Leab arc 


to be in the Houſe, while Jacab was abroad in 


noted 


the Field [Gen. xxxi.} Only Dineh was a Str » and 
{et up r 
and made an ill Voy 5 


_ , is moveable, and car- 
not a good Woman be; 
man it is ſaid [ Prov. v.] Her Paths 
canſt not know them. She is incon- 


- 
= 


12 
£ 
© © 
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light- headed, and vain; now ſhe loves, anon 
hates; 
kind 
ails 
Fits, 
Nut 


1 


more plainly, Sbe will de ber Husband 
evil all the Days of her Life; that is, the 

and tractable after Twenty Years Tryal, as at the Day 

of her Marr 
But, of 

. Quality of a Ship; and that is, too much Rigging. O 
what a Wonder is it to.ſce a Ship under Sail, with her 
| | | Tacklings, 


" all Qualities, 2 Woman muſt not have one 


* ww 


and I know not what! yea, but a Worl 
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Fracklings, and her Maſts, and her Tops and Top- Gal- 
Wants ; with her Upper-Decks, and her Nether-Decks, 
and ſo bedeck'd with her Streamers, Flags, and Enſigns, 


1 of Wonders is 
it to ſee a Woman, created in God's Image, ſo miſ-create, 


 Hokt-rimes, and deformed with her French, her * 
e her, 


and her fooliſh Faſhions, that he that ma 3 
when he looks upon her, ſhall hardly know her! with 
her Plumes, her Fans, and a Silken Vizard; with a Ruff 
like a Sail, yea a Ruff like a Rainbow ; with a Feather 
in her Cap, like a Flag in her Top, to tell, I think, 
which way the Wind will blow. I/aiab made a Proffer 
in the third of his Prophecy, to ſet out, by Enumeration, 
the Shop of theſe Vanities, their Bonnets and their 
Bracelets, and their Tablets, their Slippers and their 
Mufflers, their Veils, their Wimples, and their Criſp- 
ing-Pins; of ſome whereof, if one ſhould ſay to me, as 
Philip ſometime ſaid to the Eunuch, Underſtandeſt thou 
what thou readeſt? [ Acts. viii.) I might anſwer with 
e Eunuch again, How can I without a Guide? That is, 
unleſs ſome Gentlewoman would comment on the Text. 
But Iſalab was then, and we are how; now that Fancy hath 
multiplied the Text of Faſhions with the Time, ſo as what 
was then but a Shop, is now encreaſed to a Ship of Vanities. 
But what ſaith the Scriptures > The K ing's Daughter is 
all glorious within [ Pſal xlv.] And as Ships which are 
the faireſt in Shew, yet are not always the fitteſt for Uſe 3 
ſo neither are Women the more to be eſteemed, bur the 
more to be ſuſpected, for their fair — 45 Let we 
condemn not in greater Perſonages the Oſe of Ornaments; 
yea, we teach that Silyer, Silks, and Gold, were created 
not only for the Neceſſity, but alſo for the Ornament of 
the Saints: In the Practice whereof, Rebeccab, a-holy | 
Woman, is noted to have received from Iſaac, a holy 
Man, even Ear-rings, Habiliments, and Bracelets of 
Gold [Gen. xxiv.] therefore this it is we teach for Rules 
of Chriſtian Sobriety, That if a Woman exceed neither 
Decency in Faſhion, nor the Limits of her State and 
Degree; and that the be proud of nothing, we fee no 
Reaſon but the may wear any ching. i! 2 * 


fo) 
is ee h buy whar Ship? AShip 
doubt, a great Commendation; 

1 is like a Merchane I Mat. Tüi.] 
aud Merchants have been Princes [1/@. xxiai.] and Princes 
are Gods [Pſal. Ixxii.) ay yrs is of all Men 
malt laborious far bis —— n in — 
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the Table: Wheteas of the good Wiſe it is nid, ſhe 1 
n ber Hurband Good and not Evil Ver. 12. ]]] 
Again, che Merchant is a painful Ship, and the muſt 
be a painful Wife; not like a running Finnace, to ſcour 
from Odaſt to Coaſt, from Houſe ro Houſe, as many 
Arbenian Women do, who give themſelves to nothing 
but idly and wantonly to hear and tell News ; for he that 
hach ſuch a Wife, may think himſelf married to an In- 
telligenoer; whereas St. Puul ad viſeth ſuch Buſie-· bodies to 
govern their own Houſes [1 Tim. "n as if intermeddling 
with other Mens, — e — e 7 on. | 
| in, being like a Merchant's Ship, chat is, he being 
Fre array br the the Ship, ſhe maſt needs conclude, 
ſhe was made for him; and a Ship of Traffick 
io inrich him, but not a Pirate to ſpot) and rob him. To 
fpoil and rob? As if a Woman could rob her Husband? 
Indced it hath often been held a n diſpurable, 
though I indeed have little Mind to diſpure it, yet I heat 
what is ſaid to chat Purpoſe from the .of Eve - 
We ent of the Fruit S [Gen. iii.] 
We, therefore the puts in her ſelf, and ſhe cars of the 
Trees indefinitely ; therefore of all the Trees in the Gar- 
den; and therefore all was hers as well as Adam's, and 
rhe Woman's in Right as well as the Man's. To which 
I anfwer, That all is hers in Participation to ufe, but 
Atlam's only in Diſeretion to diſpoſe ; which appeareth 
by two Reafons: Firſt, becauſe the Beaſts were named 
by Adam, and not by Eve; and to name is a Note of 
Dominion and Authority ; as when Pofept became Pha- 
raoh's Servant, Daniel a Captive to rhe Caldeans, they 
received from them -other Names ; and we in our Baptiſm 
Rive our Names, to acknowledge that we belong iu 
Right'to'Chrift. Secondly, the whole World was given 
to Adam before Eve was made; fo as hers was but an 
Afﬀer-Righ: : And if ſhe hath any Tenure at all, ſhe holds 
in Cupite; and the hath no Title but by her Husband, 
She therefore that uſurpeth abſolute Authority in the Houſe, 
is no Merchant, bur a Pirate to the Merchant. 3 
Laftly, ſhes like a Merchant's Ship; that is, a friendly 
Fellow and a peaceable Companion to him, but * 


— 
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Man of War to contend wirh him: For he that made} 
her never built her for Battle ſure ; ſhe was built for 


bs 
2 


of her Husband, betake herſelf into the Gun- room ſtrait, 
and there to thunder, to charge and diſcharge upon him, 
with broad Words, or, as Mariners ſay at Sea, to turn 


D 
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Lo 


the Broad-fide, like Zipporab, the Wife of Moſes; to rail 
upon him, Thou art indeed a bloody Husband | Exod. iv.] 
This is no Ship of Merchants, this is the Spite, I think; 
and therefore no maryel if many Men, thus ſhipt, do 
with themſelves a-ſhore, and that untimely Death might 
take ſuch a Wife for a Prize. When Eliezer went a 
wooing for Iſaac, his Maſter's Son, the Tryal by which 
he propoſed to prove a fit Wife for Iſaac, was this, 
That if, faith he, when I ſay to @ Maid, Give me 
drin, ſhe ſay again, Drink, and I will give thy 
Camels alſo; ſhe, without more ado, ſhould be a Wife 
for Iſaac [Gen. xxiv.] That is, as Theodoret expound- 
eth it, if the were gentle; not like that Woman [Fobz.iv.] 
Chriſt asked her Water, and the called him Jew: How 
7s it that thou a Jew askeſt Water of me a Samaritan? 
For though there be many Sins incident to Women (as 
there be, to ſpeak impartially, as many to Men) yet no 
Vice in a Woman is ſo unwomanly as this; yet if Adam 
had been furious, the matter had been leſs, for he was 
made of Earth, the Mother of Iron and Steel, the mur- 
thering Metals; but the Woman ſhe was made of ſo ten · 
der Metal to become ſo terrible, the weaker Veflel ſo 
ſtrong in Paſſion ; yea, to look fo fair, and ſpeak fo foul, 
what a Contrariety is this? There was great Reaſon ſure 
to compare a good Woman to a Snail, not only for her 
Silence and continual keeping of her Houſe, bur alſo for 
a certain commendable Timerouſneſs of her Nature, 
which, at the leaſt Shaking of the Air, ſhrinks back into 
her Shell; and fo ought the Wife to do, if her Husband 
but ſpeak, to play all-hide and under Hatches, and to 
put out a Flag of 8 as Abigal did to David ; and 
to. ſay to her Husband, as Rachel to her Father, Let not 
my Lord be angry [Gen. xxxi.] Like a Lily Hug 


- 


a EE] , 
= Thorns (ſaith Solomon) ſo is my Love among the Daugh- 
ters — ii.] Like a Lily: Firſt, not like a Nettle: 
Again, like a Lily among Thorns, as ſhewing Parience 
in the foreſt Provocation. Sarah indeed was peaceable, 


it. and fo were many more, their Praiſe was lefs, in 
. 24 


as much as they had meek Husbands ; for ſhe is a Mon- 
ſter that liveth not meekly with a meek Husband : But 
ſhe that is yoak'd with a Nabal, a Churl, a Fool, as 
Abigal was, and bears that patiently, the may ſay, with 
Deborah [in the fifth of Fudge] O my Soul, thou baſt 
marched valiantly ! And there ſhall more true Honour 
ow to you by ſuch Patience, than if, Soldier-like, ye 
Hid prevail by Fury and Violence; and the worſe Jour 
Husbands be, the more ſhall your Virtue ſhine, which ir 
Affliction ſhineth moſt, like Stars twinkling in the Night; 
and if it be grievous ro find Matter of Patience, there 
| where ye look d for Comfort and Protection, yet it ſhall 
have, in the End, a Reward, and in the Interim a ſingu- 
lar Admiration; and, as Mary faith of her ſelf, 4/7 
Generations ſbali call ſuch bleſſed. ” 
It followeth in the Text, ſhe bringeth her Food fron 
afar: As ye have heard what ſhe is like, ſo now like- 
wiſe what the doth; for being is known by doing, as 
the Tree is known by the Fruit. Alas! it is a ſmall 
thing, yea, it is nothing to be like; for Copper oft- times 
is like good Coin, and the Devil is like an Angel of 
Light; and if evil Women were not like to many things 
which indeed they are not, they could not deceive fo ma- 
ny as they do: Therefore the next thing is, to conſider 
what ſhe doth; ſhe bringeth her Food from afar. She 
bringeth : Firſt, therefore deſcribed facie adverſa, nom 
averſa; with her Face, nov with her Back toward; for 
when a Ship goeth forth, every Man murmureth for 
that it carrieth ; the Merchant himſelf feareth, left it miſ- 
carry; but when it returneth, there is Joy fox that it 
bringeth. And where Solomon faith, ſbe bringeth, he 
meaneth not Thar ſhe bringeth in with her, as it a Wife 
were to be choſen by her Dowry; for the worſt Wives 
have many times the beſt Portions, and the beſt Wives 
(fuch as Efther was) haye "—_— none at all. Hg 


4 


a [14] ; 
the Manner of the World is now, to ſeek Wives as Judas 
betrayed Chrift, with a Quantum dahis? What will you 
give? and if the Father chance to ſay with Peter, Aurum 
&* Argentum non eft mibi, I have neither Gold nor Sil- 


ver; let hes then be as obedient as Sarab, as devout as 


Anna, as virtuous as the Virgin Mary, yet all this is 
nothing. Querenda pecunia primum eſt. Other things 
may mend it, but Money makes the Match. Therefore 
this was not it which Solomon means by bringing: For. a 
Wife, tho' ſhe bring nothing in with her, yet, 
bro' her Wiſdom and Diligence, great things come in 
dy her; the brings in wath Hands, for, ſhe putteth 
her Hands ts the Wheel, ſaith Solomon, | Ver. 19.] and 
indeed if her Work do not countervail her Meat, then is 
every Finger of her Hand like a Thief in the Houſe. Again, 
if ſhe be too high to ſtain her Hands with bodily Labour, 
yet ſhe gy in with her Eye, for, ſhe overſeeth the 
Ways of ber Houſhold, ſaith Solomon, and eateth not the 
Bread of Idleneſs [Ver. 27.) Again, the bringeth in by 
her Frugality, for the holdeth it a Point of Conſcience, 
neither to fate more daintily, nor to attire her ſelf more 
trimly, than may ſtand with her Husband's State: For if 
ſhe waſte more than ſhe bring in, and her Victualling 
amount to more than her whole Voyage, that Merchant 
was ill-adviſed that mann'd her forth, and it had been 
good for him to haye been alone. But, .as the Saying 
is, That many Men marry their Executors, ſo it is true 
likewiſe, that many Men marry their Executioners: And 
as the Sin of Adam began at Eve, fo the Ruin and Con- 
Fuſion, the Extortion, Oppreſſion, Griping of Tenants, 
yea and Sacrilege of many ons, HOPPE at the Pride 
of the Woman ; for now every Lady of the lateſt Editi- 
on, if her Husband have bribed our but an End of an 
Office, yet ſhe revels and plays Rex, and the muſt have 
her Coach, tho' but to croſs from the Church-Stile to the 
-Church-Porch: And whereas thoſe 1/raelitiſh Women, 
- [Exod. xxxviii.] when the Inſtruments of the Tabernacle 
were to be made, gave, in their Devotion, their very 
Looking-glaſles towards it; yet now the forbidden Apple 
zs pulled, the Church is robbed and n 
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ſcarce paſs away a poor Parſonage, but with a Reſervation 


of his own Tithes; and all to maintain French Hoods, 


Lawns, and Looking-glafſes: Whereas of the virtuous 


1 Wiſe, it is ſaid Ver 1 1. ] That ber Husband ſhall have 
vo need o 2 


But what bringeth ſhe in? She brings in Food, IR 
which Word Solomon pointeth her out a Houſe-work, as 
ſhe is a Houſe-wife, and the Work aſſigned is, the Feed- 
ing of the Houſhold ; for we read that Abrabam fetched 
a Calf from the Field, but Sarah had her Charge to drefs _ 
it in the Tent [Gen. xviii.] And Samuel telleth the Peo- 
ple, that their King (when they had him) would take 
not their Sons, but their Daughters, and make them 
Cooks and Bakers [1 Sam. xviii.] and in the fifteenth 


Verſe of this Chapter, it is ſaid directly, that, ſhe giveth 
| the Portion to her Houſhold, and the Ordinary io her 


Maids. But that which we read Food, ſome tranſlate it 
Bread; the bringeth her Bread, and it may well be, for 
af of Life, and when, like. Merchants, we 
have run round abour the World, to fetch in the Riches 
of every Country, yet all is but to cloath the Back and feed 
the Belly : Therefore, having Food and Raiment, faith 


St. Paul, let us therewith be content [1 Tim. vi.] 


Again, as he is not the beſt Merchant to the Common- 
wealth, which bringeth in Toys and Trifles; but he 


which bringeth in ſuch things as beſt may ſerve Neceſſity; 


ſo neither is the always the beſt Wife which is moſt 
adorned with Tricks and Qualities, but ſhe that endea- 
voureth moſt to that which is moſt neceſſary. And I- 


think ſurely that Bread is expreſly named here,” as to 


frame her whole Converſation, ſo chiefly her Mouth, 
with Sobriety : For many Women are in the mind of the 
Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, Manna is no Meat for them, 


but they muſt have Quails, and all muſt be dainty, tho” 


to the undoing of all, like Eve, the Wife of Adam, 
whom, of all the Trees in Paradiſe, none might ſerve, 
but that which was the Bane of her Husband ; and the 
leſs they want, the more wanton and dainty-mouthed 
they be. Now, ſure, if Cyrus had had ſuch a Wife, he 


muſt needs have worſhipp'd ber; for he had no other 
1 


oo C | Reaſon 


Reaſon to worſhip the Idol Bel, but only becauſe it ſpent | 


him ſo many Sheep, ſo many Meaſures of Flower, and 
ſo many Pots of Wine every Day; but every Meat was not 


made for every Mouth, only Bread was made for all; and 
neither Man nor Woman have Warrant to ask for more 


than for their daily Bread. 


But what meaneth Solomon by that from afar ? Sure not 4 


to anſwer what is proverbially (aid, that far ferch'd and 
dear bought is fitteſt for Ladies; as now-a-days what 
groweth at home is baſe and homely ; and what every one 

| eats is Meat for Dogs, and we muſt have Bread from one 
2 and Drink from another; and we muſt have 
Meat from Spain, and Sauce out of Italy; and if we 
wear any thing, it muſt be pure Venetian, Roman, or 
Barbarian; but the Fathion of all muſt be French. And 
as Seneca ſaith, in another Caſe, Vit: vickoribus Leges 
dederunt, we give them the Foil, and yet they muſt give 


us the Faſhion. Therefore this was not So/omon's Mean- 


ing; but from afar either hath reſpect to the Time, 
A longinquo tempore, as it ſeemeth to be expounded in 
the very next Words, ſhe riſeth while it is yet Night, 
and giveth the Portion to ber Houſhold, &c. He doth 
not fay, ſhe meeteth it at the Door, as ſhe that riſeth to 
Dinner, and then thinks her Day's Work half done; and 
| for every Fit of an idle Fever betakes her ſtraight to her 
Cabin again; and if her Finger but ake, ſhe muſt have 
n n. This is no Ship 

of Merchants, this is the ED but ſbe bringeth it 


* 


From afar ; that is, ſhe taketh Care of it, and diſpoſeth 


olf it from the firſt, yea, and before the firſt Hand that 
toucheth it. | 


Gale from afer to be farther yer, even eb 


" «ltimis Nature; from the firſt and fartheſt. _— of 
Nature. As for Example, if ſhe will have Bread, ſhe 
muſt not always buy it, but ſhe muſt ſow it, and reap 
it, and grind it, and, as Sarab did [Gen. xviii.] ſhe muſt 
tnead it, and make it into Bread. Or if the will have 
Cloth, ihe muſt not always run to the Shop, or to the 
Score, but ſhe begins at the Seed, ſhe carrieth her Seed 


to the Ground, from off the Ground ſhe gathereth * 
| or 


n "x A a Aa 1 Prien gr,. 1 | 


a a 


Fo ot 2 pond 


8 8 


„ „ 
of her Flax ſhe ſpinneth a Thread, of her Thread ſhe 
weayeth Cloth, and ſo ſhe comes by her Coat; the very 
Words of Solomon Ver. 13.] ſbe feeketh Wool and Flax, 
and laboureth carefully with her. Hands. pe og 
Or elle I take this from afar to be farther yet, even 
from the Gates of Heaven; from whence, by her Devo- 
tion and godly Converſation, ſhe draweth down the 
& Bleſſings of God upon her Houſe. The barren Rachel 
pray'd, and ſo did Auna too, and by their Prayers ob- 
tained Children of the Lord. Now, ſure, if the Prayers 
of a virtuous Woman were ſo powerful, as, againft the 
Courſe of Nature, to derive and fetch Children from a 
barren Womb, -how. much more ſhall it command the 
meaner Bleſſings on the Houſe? And therefore, as a 
wicked Woman is a Sea of Evils, ſo a virtuous Woman. 
is a Heaven of Beauty, and there is none ſo fair as ſhe 
that feareth God: Nay, what ſpeak we of Beauty? For 
Favour is deceitful, and Beauty is Vanity * of 
the Chapter] and as the Painting of a Ship by Weather 
and by Water is waſh'd away, fo thall all. Carnal Beauty 
by Sorrow, Age and Si „ even wither and waſte in- 
to Wrinkles ; but ſhe that feareth the Lord (ſaith Solomon) 
ſhe ſhall be praiſed. Praiſed? Yea, honoured aud ad- 
mired ; the Stars in the Night, the Sun at Noott-day 
ſhall. not ſhine ſo bright as ſhe: For he that goes by her 
Door ſhall point at her, and he that dwells by her ſhall 
en e wy wal wn ty ny y, bleſſed 
be he that made her, happy is he that begat her, renown- 
ed is ſhe that bare her, but moſt happy, renowned, and 
rich is. he that hath her: And as even now, ſo I ſay again, 
All Generations ſhall call ſuch bleſſed. : 


Application to the King. 


Well, to make uſe of this in ſeveral Kinds, I moſt 
2 humbly beſeech your Majeſty, firſt to admit of a paxticu- 
0 lar Application to vour ſelf; It is ſaid [Mat. xii.] That 
the Queen of the South came to hear the Wiſdom of 
Solomon; but we may ſay, converfively and truly, that 
the Wiſdom of So/omon is come to the King of the 
| 3 Norib: 


Ta} 
North: For your Majeſty is to us indeed a Royal Mer. i 
chant, not only for the Union of Holy Marriage, which 
+yokes and couples one Sex with another, but as Mer- 

- chants do by Intercourſe of Traffick, for knitting and 
combining one Kingdom with another. And I will 
not ſay it is kingly, but divine and heavenly, to unite 


into one things of divide& Nature: For thus did God 5 | 
cteate the World; firſt he made things, and then he 


match'd them; firſt he created, and he coupled | 
them; of Man and Woman he made one ee | 
of Body and Soul he made one Man, of Sea and Land he 
made one Earth, of Heaven and Earth he made one 

World; but then came the Devil upon the Stage, and his 
Part was, again to divide what God had united; firſt 
Man from God, then Man from Man, and that diverſly ; 
firſt in the very Bond of Blood and Kindred, Cain from 
Abel, the Brother from the Brother; then diſtinguiſh'd, 
by Religions, the Sons of God and the Daughters of Men, 
then diſperſed, by their ſeveral Habitations, the Ifles of 
the Gentiles, and the Tents of Shem ; and then diſtracted 
-and torn-into divers Kingdoms, the Kingdom of Judah, 
and the Kingdom of Iſrael: Therefore, doubtleſs, a 
glorious Work it were, of Judah and Iſrael again to 
make one Kingdom: For if it be ſo gracious in God's 
Eyes to do Right and Juſtice to a „ how much 
more to love but moſt of all to take away 
the Name of a Stranger? The King of Kings be Pilate 
of your Ship, yea, thrice bleſſed and happy be your 
Majeſty's Endeayours therein. 


Application to Ladies and Gentlewomen. 


Ladies and Gentlewomen, I beſeech you miſtake me 
not, and impure no Partiality to me. If I have ſaid an 
thing ſharply, yet know that I have ſaid nothing agai 
the good, but all againſt evil Women; yea, nothing 
againſt the Sex, but all againſt the Sins of Women. To 
which, if any-reply, And why nor, I pray, againſt the 
Sins of Men? I anſwer, That he that impoſeth ſo much 
upon the Weaker Veſſel, importeth much more to the 

3 | Stronger. 


„ 
Stronger. There is a Duty required of the Parents to the 


hich ! Chile well as the Child to the Parents; yet the Law 
* by Celeb expreſly to the Child, Honour thy Father and 
and Alosber, bur nothing to the Parents, that they being, 
will in Order of Nature and in Wiſdom, ſuperior, migh 
mite ¶ luſpect their Duty to be written in themſelves. 
ben Application to the Married. 

: „ e Right Honourable in both Sexes ; the Cauſe 
1 he of this Meeting, the Joy of this Day, yea, the Myſtery 
one and little Image of this great intended Union, let me be 
| his bold, I beſcech you, in Terms of Modeſty to make Ap- 
firſt lication to you. You are met here to be match d, that is, to 
ſiy; 3 (as the Apoſtle faith) is ho- 
rom nourable in all, but thrice honourable in you. / Firſt, 
h'd, MM honourable in the Inſtitution, as in all other. Secondly, 


in your Perſonages, being honourable above other. But 
of Thirdly, in your Countries, the moſt honourable of all 
ed other. For fone to marry, joins Sex and Sex, to marry 
lab, at home joins Houſe and Houſe, but your Marriage join- 
a eth Land and Land, Earth and Earth; only Chriſt goes 

n to beyond it, who joins Heaven and Earth _ 


uch Application 10 the Bridegroom. 


ate Therefore, firſt to you the Honourable Merchant of 
our this Honourable Ship, you have heard what is ſaid, that 
; Marriage is a ſore Adventure, and therefore, as Mariners 
upon x i Sea in the Day-time Jook up to the Sun, and 
in the Night to the Pole- Star; ſo look you up Day and 
Night to God, and God ſhall give you good Shippi 
me therein, A married Man, they ay, ath the Charge 
an three Common-wealths ; for be is a Huſband of a Wife, 
ay a Father of Children, and a Maſter of Servants; and he 
ing hath daily need of God, who ſhould guide all theſe, 
To Therefore, firſt love God, and, to prove that Love, love 
the alſo her whom God hath given you; for, if (as St. John 
uch faith) He that loveth not his brother, &c. how much 
the more he that loycth not his Wite, whom he daily ſeeth, 
| | bow 


how ſhall he love God, whom be never ſaw? And indeed 


to exerciſe your Authority, yet you muſt remember, it is 
Authority tempered with Equality; che Wife is therefore 
to be governed with Love, not over- ruled by Tyranny ; 

and let all Huſbands know this for a Rule in all things, 


+ And ler me ſpeak 
Ship; you are turned by God's Providence into the Right 


not, as Pharaoh's Daug 


' Life you have been gathering for this Day; therefore learn 
to practiſe now that you learned befo 
Nour, to love, and to obey, and then at laſt you ſhall 


'a Sheaf of Wheat, and a Handful of W 


mother and a Mother; and indeed this Chapter of Solomon 
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there is no Religion or Goodnels in that Man that loveth 


not a faithful and loyal Wife. And fay not you love,. 
. unleſs" you love to the End; for much Water cannot 
.quench Love Cant. viii.] for Love endureth all things, 


believeth all things, and ſuffereth all things. Therefore, 
if there grow by the Wile any Cauſe of Grief, yet you 
"muſt remember, ſhe is the weaker Veſſel; God therein 
exerciſeth your Wiſdom in reforming, and your Patience 
in bearing it; and with whom will a Man bear, if not 
with his own Wife? If at any time you have Occaſion 


That the Wife ſhall much better do her Duty to her Huſ- 
band, when the Husband doth his own Duty in Example | 


Application to the Bride. bp 


one Word to you this Honourable 


Y 
of Merchant Stranger, yet herein happy, that you need 
ter, to forget either your own 


People, or your Father's Houſe. the Time of your 


re; that is, to ho- 


come to rule: For a Wife, by obeying her Huſband, 
rules him; but ſhe that obeyeth not, is like the Conſpira- 


cy of Corab againſt Moſes and Aaron. Beſides, remember 


your Badge is not of that Ship [Ads xxviii.] not Caſtor 
and Pollux, for I find neither Superſtition or Idolatry in 
any Part of your Family; but I find, among other things, 
advanced 
upon your Stern, therefore doubtleſs it will be expected, 
that Plenty, Peace, and Proſperity come in with you. I 
might you for Patterns of true Virtue, as St. Paul 
ſometimes referred Timothy, to Lois and Eunica, a Grand- 
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1 
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Faugbt bim: And if you remember the many good Leſſons 
Sy our Mother hath taught you, then ſhall I need to fay 
vo more, then ſhall you be like Rachel and Leah, whi 
Wtwain did build up 2 

be a Ship indeed, for you ſhall bring your ſelf and your 
Huſband to the Haven, even to that which Sea-men call 


| V 
s intitled, The Prophecy or Leſſon which his Mother 


Houle of Iſrael: Tine 


Promontorium Bone Spei, the Hill or Haven of Good 
Hope, that is, to Heaven; and when this Marriage is 
diſſolved, you ſhall marry at laſt with the Lamb. In the 
mean time, do worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 


Britain, live to a Hundred, you into Thouſands, and 


your Seed poſſeſs the Gate of his Enemy, 
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BRIDAL BUS H- 
A SERMON Preached to a New- . 


Married Couple, at As EN in 
NoORTOLTLk. : 


To the Vertuous Lady, Madam Cornwallis, of Wink- 
field, in Suffolk, Widow of John Cornwallis, Eſq; 
SISTER, „ 
OU were ſeveral Years Wife to my Brother, and 
1 1 never heard you were reconcil'd to him all the 
while you lived with him, yet were you I believe as loving 
a Pair as any in the Country: I can eaſily ſolve the Riddle; WW M 
loved him fo well, that you never gave him an Oc- m. 
caſion to fall out wich you; and where there is no falling un 
_—— needs no gg; PD | a * 
= Wives write 3 and may the 
Great God; the Author of . your Tamia ” 
Love to your Huſband upon Earth, with his Eternal Joys ¶ be 
to 
th 
L 
K 
B 
th 


in Heaven, is the Prayer of, 8 


3 * J 


The PREFACE to the READER. | 
CHRISTIAN READER, SPE 
Heever thou art, into whoſe Hands this little 
Book ſhall fall, I beſeech you do not read it with 
Levity of Mind, or Vanity of Thoughts ; nor think of it 
4 light, jocular Thing, but believe it a Matter of Doty, 


* 


"Fat 


and the N Gert ef it a great Sin; for they that think 
the Duties of this Relation to be no great Concernment, 


85 1 needs be fo impious: as to impute Trifling 10 the 


Holy Spirit of God, which bath ſo frequently, and with 
© much Earneſtneſs, recommended it to us. Ia moſt of 
the Epiſtles, the Apoſtles do preſs the Duties betwixs 
Husband and Wife upon us; and certainly what was 
worthy their Care to write and teach, ic n our 
Care #0 learn and e e | | 


*% 
— 


EP HES. v. 33- 


Nevertheleſs, let every one of you in particular | o love 
bis Wife as himſelf; and let the Wife 225 at ſhe 
reverence Ser Husband. 


> EE HAVE heats: in Gerad S 


71 Almighty as a private Perſon. This 
4 7 N { Sermon will teach you how to ſerve God 
Þ 5 N 4 as a Maſter of a Family: Now there 
are three Relations in a Fami a bY 
Huſband and. Wife, Parent | 
Maſter and Servant; in each AE k ron ir 
de- make Religion our Buſineſs, and to exerciſe our ſelves 
onto Godlineſs. 
h I ſhall in firſt wich the Duty berwirt Huſband, and 
7 Wife, and thall proceed in this Method: | 
2 Firſt, I thall ſhew you what are the mutual Duties 
JS If between them. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall proceed then to thoſe that are peculiar 
to each ot 


— 4 Give you Directions for the Performance of | 


Now they owe to each other ſeveral Duties; Mutual 

Love, Murual Fidelity, and laſtly, Mutual Patience. 8 

12 1. Mutual Love; this is the conjugal Grace, the great ̃ 
h © Keaſon and Comfort of Marriage ; ＋ are one in man 

it Bonds; one Name, one Bed, one Houſe, and it behoves 

* ban then eo be one both in Hear: and Mind: The Love 

2 betwixt 


given you Directions how to ſerve God. 


None have Power over Man's 


1. [4] 
©  betwixt Chriſt and his Church, which is ſo fervent, that 


of Love for him, and he died our 
; all this is ſer forth by the Love betwirt 
Huſband wiſe, 6 figw uno is how prac thi 
Love is, or at leaſt ought to the ens were 
| ” ſenſible! of this Duty, that, in cher Weddin Sacrifices if 
uno (the' Author of Marriage, in their Eſteem) they 
: the Gall out of the Beaft, and threw it away; to 
ſhew unto us, that all Bitterneſs muſt be laid a de in 
that Relation. Our Saviour Chriſt calls his Spouſe, the 
Church, his Dove (which is a Bird without Gn, and fo 
the Emblem of Love). And when tis ſaid, Tes 5 Man 
leave Father and Mother, and cleave to bis Wife, the 
Original ſignifies glewing; now Love is the only Glew 
and Cement of reaſonable Spirits. 

_ Secondly, Mutual Fidelity; and this to ſhew it {elf to 
Body, Goods, or Good Name. 
1. For the Body: This is plainly expreſſed i Coy, vii. 4. 

Body but the Wife; an 

none over the Woman but the Man; to require it for 
themſelves, and to deny all others: This mutual Intereſt 
in one anothers Bodies, and Fidelity to the ſame, ſeems 
to be taught us by the Birds of the Air; the Doves keep 
to their bur the Storks are moſt famous for their 
Faithfulneſs; for it is credibly reported, by ſome that 
have ſeen it, That whole Flocks of bb orks meet in a Mea- 
dow, where they have ſet two of their Company, that 
have been found to be diſloyal, and runn r pon them, 
with their Beaks have killed — all the reſt flying away, 
have left the two Offenderw dead in the Place. Theſe 
| Fowls of the Air will one Day rife up in Judgment againſt 
thoſe Beaſts of the Earth, who forſake the Covenant of 
© their God, and make their Bodies; which ought to be the 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, the Stews of Satan. 

2. Mutual 8 to Goods. It is very ſad when 
ee gg . e ee 
Burning-glaſs, p y to conſume and waſte what 
their — ng — Ee a Dee for them ; they 
are a pitiful Pair that are 3 bur tis like a 


= 422 2 2 metres 


W 2 9 e 4 ee 2 


nd 


Pair Cards, rather to play thi os Solomon 175 t 


% - 
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ach Perſons to School to the Ant, a Creature of little . 
Body, but no Soul, yet this poor Inſect may teach Huſ- 


nd Wiſe this Duty, to gather ſomething for their 


Families. | 


_ Good Name: Now this Duty is performed by 


Proclaimances, and making known their Virtues, and 


by concealing their Infirmities; for there cannot be a 
more unnatural Treachery, than when the Huſband and 
Wife, the neareſt of Friends, conſpire to make one 


another odious and obnoxious; bad, when done by Inad- 


vertency, worſe when in Paſſion, but worlt of all when 


it is done thro' Deliberation, Malice and Reveuge. 


Thirdly, Mutual Patience: This Grace we are bound 
to exerciſe towards all Men; how much more to ſuch 
near and dear Relations? Innumerable are the Occaſions 
which miniſter Contention, and whereof Satan makes 
no ſmall Advantage. * 
Hiſtory makes mention of a Pagan entering the Houſe 
of a Chriftian Neighbour, and finding the Husband and 
Wife at odds, banning and curſing each other, could not 
be perſuaded to ſtay and ſit down, but ran out of the 
Houſe, as-one affrighted, ſaying, God cannot be in the 
Place where there is ſo much Contention among ſo near 
Relations. e | 3 5 

The married ought therefore to ſtudy and pray for a 
meek and quiet Spirit; mortify Pride, learn Self-denial, 
and ſome time wiſely withdraw till the Storm be over: 
They muſt conſider, as Mr. Bolton ſaith, That T'wo 
Angels are not met together, but Two finful Children of 
Adam, from whom little is expected, but Weakneſs and 
Wearineſs : They ought to ſtudy each other's Tempers, 
and beware of being both angry together: When the 
one is paſſionate, the other ought to be patient; for Men 
(faith ingenious Fuller) are contrary to Iron Bars, 
— * wrought upon when bot, but more tractable in cold 

ood. mT 

Monica, St. Auſtin's Mother, being asked, by an Hea- 
then Neighbour, how ſhe could pleaſe fuch a cholerick 
Huſband, anſwered gravely, The Chriſtian Religion 
teaches me to be moſt hay when my Husband is paſſio- 

| nate, 


8 47x | 
ame, N "I 15 means bis Heart ig not -only bene 


29 me, but in ſome meaſure to Chriſt. 
Thus . I now pode d che 


| Special, and ſhall begin firſt with that of an Husband. 


And he ſolemnly iſes, before God, the Holy An- 
ous, and Men, thele Thee Duties; e eee 


and keep. 
Firſt, To love: This Duty i is frequently mentioned in 
| — . as if it; were the only Duty enjoined. Now 


how great this Love to the Wife ought to be, is ſer forth 
to us by Two Compariſons. þ 

1 Of Chriſt's Love to his Church, which was fo 
that he died for it. | 
2. Of our ſelves; Nevertheleſs, lays: my Text, tot @ 


| Man Love this Wife as bimſelf: Dow Self-love has theſe 


I. Tis cordial, without any Diſlimulation ; many 
Sign Love and Friend 10 ochers, but no Man is un- 


fincere and falſe to ; the fame I 
Mew to his Wife. | kr 
2. Tis conſtant; tis ſo natural, that can 


make it ceaſe; tho a Man hath been handſome, an 


Sickneſs, is become deformed, yet ſtill he loves mie 


ao Accident can change, nor Defect ken a Man's Mose 
to himſelf, neither ought-it to abuſe. his Aﬀections to 


his Wife. 
3. Tender; how tenderly doch a Man tat himſtiüf; 


ſuch ought a Man's Action to be to his Wife, expreſſing 
of it by a tender Regard of her, both in Sickneſs and in 
Health: Beſides this Argument, the Formation of the 
Woman out of a Man ſhews how great his Affection 


mould be to her; ſhe was not made of his Head, to be 


his Sovereign, nor yet of his Feet, to be his Slave; bur 
of a Rib in his Side, to ſhew how near the mould lie 
to his Heart. 
ante much for the firſt Dun, I proceed now to the 
0 
Secondly, To cheriſh: . we find this Duty com- 


manded us in 1 Pet. iii. 7. Husbands, deal with your 


Il ives according to — defraud not one anotl er, 
e.rxcepi 


T 
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except by Conſent, and come togetber again, that Satae 


bic2:0n bach ar Neil and Board; is:fuch a Debe, der - 
ought not to be intermitted, and that not long, but for a 


with any Buſineſs; but he was to be free at home one 


Year, to cheat up the Wife that he had taken ¶ Deut. xxiv. 5. 
But why, I pray, was he to be exempted the firſt Lear? 
why was there a Law made ſo much in favour of new- 
married Perſons? they might be as fir for the Service of 
Mars as Venus; but he was to ſtay at home one Tear, 
to chear up the Wiſe thas he had taken, that their Affecti- 
ons, as well as Bodies, might be greatly joined together; 
that nothing but Death could part them: So that neither 
Deſire of Gain, nor Fear of Trouble, nor occaſional 
Diſtruſt, nor Pretence of Religion, ſhould ſeparate thoſe 
from conjugal Converſation, and Cohabitation, whom 
God hath joined together. | „ 

_ Thirdly, To keep; New this Duty is ſhewn by pro- 
viding ſuch Conveniency for her, while you live, as is 
ſuitable to her Relation to thee, and the Quality and Fi- 
gure thou beareſt in the World; and, if it ſhould pleaſe 
God that thou dieſt before her, thou muſt, by no means, 
beat while thou art dead, by making no Proviſion for 
her; forcing her, thro'thy Churli ſhneſs, to hang on the 
Cradle, viz. depend on her Children for Maintenance, 
which is a miſerable Condition. 285 

Thus much for the Man's Duty; and from his I ſhall 

now proceed to the Woman's Duty, &. of 
herpes the alfo promiſes three Duties; to love, honour, 
Firſt! To love: But of this I have taught you in the 
Man's Part, out of which the Woman may learn her 


Duty, viz. to love her Husband as well as ſhe loves her 


ſelf, and then ſhe will perform this Duty. 
Secondly, To honour: Aud they not only promiſe 
this Duty at Church, but read it at home in their Bibles ; .. 


lay, in my very Text, Let _ 9 ſee that ſhe * 5 
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ber Husband; nay, God Almighty hath not only enjoined 
© this Duty, but hath ſeverely punzſhed the Deſpiſers of it; 

let Michal, the Daughter of Saul, be an Inſtance; for 
we read [2 Sam. vi. 16.] how that ſhe deſpiſed her Huſ- 
band David in her Heart; and what, I pray you, was 
the Effect of this her Contempt? Why that ſame Chapter 
tells you, that God puniſh'd ber for it with Barrenneſs: 
Therefore, faith the Text, Michal, Saul's Daughter, had 
770 Child to the Day of her Death. So that the might 
read her Sin in her Puniſhment. David was contempti- 
ble in ber Eye, and God made her ſo in the Eyes of 
others; for in thoſe Days Barrenneſs was a great Curſe. 
Barren Michal is long fince dead, yet hath the many 
Daughters now alive : Let them beware of her Sin of 
deſpiſing their Husbands, if they would avoid her Puniſh- 
_ Thirdly, Obedience: It is obſerved iu the Scripture, 
when it mentions the Duty of Husband and Wife, the 
Woman is put firft, as in Eph. v. Col. iii. 1 Pet. iii. 
A learned Writer gives this Reaſon for it; becauſe the 
Love of an Husband depends much upon the Obedience 
of a Wife. Women cannot rationally expect Love, 
where they are unwilling to obey. I believe this Word 
founds harſh in ſome Women's Ears, when they are at 
their Homes; but it is certainly their Duty, not only by 
Promiſe at the Church, but by an original Puniſhment 
for the firſt Woman's Tranſgreſſion; and we cannot 
think God, with whom there is no Shadow of C 5 
ſhould alter it, nor the Husband part with it, unleſs hi 
Head be ſofter than his Heart. 


ATW PEE 4 #F- MX | 
But now, to draw to a Concluſion, Chriſtian Reader, 
whoever thou art into whoſe Hands this little Book {hall 
come, if God hath called thee to this Relation, I beſeech 
thee to walk worthy of it, and bebave thy ſelf as one 
married to Chriſt; for God did nor inſtitute Marriage to be 
an Hinderance, but an Help to Godlineſs. It is ſaid of 
» Enoch [Gen. v. 22. ] that he walked with God, and begat 


Sons and Daughters; he walked with God, even when 


he 


an e e e - a _NVÞ 2 


r tt nd tus. hon 


Pag | 
be. watked: with” Au ſhe was an Help to him in 
the Way to Heaven: Thus 3 are called Helpers 
and Priſcilla, the Wife, is _ before Aguila, the Hul | 
band, in ſeveral Places, as the forwarder of the two in 
Piety ¶ Rom. xvi. Ads xviii. 2 Tim. iv,] For Shame, Ix 
Ks do not thou, as ſoan as married, give a Bill 
of Divorce Ne like the Man in the Golpel, who, 
being invited-to the ſpiritual Feaſt of Chriſt's Supper, gave 
the worſt Anſwer of all the-Gueſts, ſaying,” I bave mar- 
ried a Wife, and 1 cannot come; the reſt were mannerhy, 
and deſired to be excuſed, but he was perem 2 
dent, becauſe he — 8 not only have come hi if bur 
haye brought bis Wife with him; but now, to move you 


to walk Wich God in this Eſtate, fe Works of to give 
t 


you two Motives, as taken out of the Works of the inge- 
nious Mr. Swinock. ink 


1. Conſider the Frailty of a married Life; if that State 
would always laſt, thou mighteſt-have ſome Colour-for 
minding nothing but thy — Liberty in it: But conſi- 


der, — 9 Eng — and this Relation 5 


will die with thee, that Hand which diſſolveth the Union 
betwixt Man and Wife; and what a ſad noone will 
that Couple have, at Death, when they thall conſider 
with themſelves, that have lived fo lon — * 
to eat, bed, and bring — * 

never minded (at leaſt in pa 

Fayour of the ever bleſſed God. The Fews have a Cuſtom, 
at this Day, when a Couple are married, to break the 


Glaſs in which the Bride — have drank, to 


admoniſh them to Mortality. 

Reader, art thou an Hurband 2 Conſider, within a few 
Days God Almighty may take away the Deſire of thine 
Eyes with a Stroke: Thy Voice ere long will not be, 
Where is my Wife, or, call your Mother, or Miſtreſs, to 
Children or Servants ; But alas! ſhe is dead; where 
ſhall I get a Buryi -place to bury my Wife out of my 
Sight ? And then, Te hou reflect on thy Carriage towards 
her, and Converſation with her, how thou didſt live to- 
gether without God; oſten wrangling, but ſeldom or 
ueyer praying together! * thou may 'ſt have * 
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Ws 
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& cry out of 5 — (as Crutiſclea of her Child, rer, 
Wife, where art thou bouſed, in 
Heaven or Hell? I e . 

Br thou a Wife 2 The next time thou lookeſt on thy 
Husband, conſider with thy ſelf, this dearly be- 
bed — of mine, in whoſe Company I have had 

Foc Content and Comfort, muſt, ere long, be ſeparated 
from me; thoſe ruddy Lips, which have {o often kiſſed 


me, will look pale; and that Countenance, which hath. 


ſo often ſmiled on me, will be wan and ghaſtly ; thoſe 


Arms, which have fo often embraced me, will hang 


down, and the whole Body be Food for Worms, 

crumble ro Duſt; and ſhall we mind nothing but Plea- 
ſure, and live like Brutes together, as if there were no 
Life after this? Seeing then your Life is ſo frail, be mind- 


ful of your Deaths, that you may be faichful in your 


Dunes. 
2. Conſider the Covenant that you entered into with 


each other, before God, the Holy a and Men, and 


let it be like the Covenant of the Jews, never to be for- 
tis dangerous to break Covenant with Man, but 


much worſe with God. Now the Marriage Covenant is 


called God's Covenant [Prov. ii. 17.] Firſt, Becauſe 
God is the Author of it. Secondly, Lerne he is averſe 
to it. Thirdly, Becauſe he is the Avenger of it; and 
can we expect to break it, and eſcape unpuniſh'd ? No, 
we read, in the Scripture, that he hath ſeverely chaſtiſed 


' thoſe that have broke Covenant with Man, os we 


Datel? will acquit thoſe chat break Covenant wich 
Tmſelf 2 
I fhafl now fum upthe whole with theſe brief Directions. 
*. Pray to God Almighty to direct thee in thy Choice; 


if thou wouldſt live happy y in this Eſtate, is of 


great Concern, both to thy temporal and eternal tereſt, 
and ought not to be enterprized without great Deliberati- 
on, ede 2 Bleſſing on what you un- 
dertake. 

2. Let not Wealth or Beauty be the Foundation of thy 
Choice; you that marry meerly for Beauty, Ls Picture; 
, they chat Jo themlelyes together meerly for 3 

buye 


that your Prayers be not hindered [1 Pet. iii. 7.) Sign 


buye a Purchaſe : If theſe be the Foundation of your 
Choice, when Poverty and Sickneſs comes upon us, our 
Love will preſently ceaſe ; but let Virtue and ſolid Pi 
in the Perſon, and a conſcientious Reſpe& to God's Ordi- 
nance, be the Motives, and your Love will be laſting : 
One Article of the Marriage Vow is, to keep one another 
in Sickneſs and in Health ; but how can you do that, if 
Beauty be the Ground of Affection and Duty > which 
Sickneſs ruins and deſtroys. : 
3. Keep your ſelves chaſte in that Single State. Mar- 
riage I compare td Salt, if che Fleſh be good, it does 
relerve it; but when once tainted, all the Salt in the 
World will not recover it. So he that defiles his Body 
with Women before Marriage will find it no eaſy matter 
to keep himſelf chaſte after it. AED TO Og, 
Laſtly, Pray with, and one for another; thus St. Peter 
adviſes the married Perſons to ſuch loving Converſation, 
ing how indiſpenſible a Duty it is, to pray for, an wi 
one another ; thus we md. [Gen. xxv. 21.] that Iſaac 
and Rebecca pray d and multiplied together, to ſhew the 
Prevalency of ſuch united Prayers and Addreſſes to God 3 
tis the pureſt Love that is teſtified by mutual Prayer, 
and ſpiritual Converſation; for the married owe one 
another a ſpiritual, as well as a matrimonial Affection; 
and if they only eat and drink, and lodge together, what 
do they more than others? Do not the Publicans and 
Sinners the ſame ? If Love reſpects only the outward Man, 
it reſembles that of Children to Babies, when they kiſs 
and dandle them : Bur you love one anothers Souls, you 
love as Chriſtiaus ; that is, as Chriſt loved you. 
I ſhall conclude my Sermon with this Prayer, which I 
adviſe all married Perſons to uſe in their Cloſets. 


() Almighty God, who haſt conſecrated the Holy State 
of Matrimony to ſuch an excellent Miniſtry, that 
in it is repreſented the ſpiritual Marriage and Unity 
between Chriſt and bis Church: Look graciouſly upon us, 
thy Servants, me and my Wife; and grant that I may 
love her according to thy Word, and my Vow and. 

| Promiſe 


- 
— a 
I... EEE 


i tat 


. Hoaſe; and that: ſhb may be Leving-and 


amiable, faithful and obedient to me; and in all Quiet- 
meſes Sobriety and Peace, a Follower of holy and godly 

atrons; that ſo wwe (performing and keeping the Lou 
and Promiſe betwixt us made] may ever remain in per- 
Love and Peace together here, and enter inte thy 
eternal Glory bereafter.. Look, O Lord, mercifully upon 
us, from Heaven, and bleſs us as thou didft-Abrabam 


and Sarah, to their great Comfort; ſo —_ 1 to fend 


thy Bleſſong. upon us, that we, arid thy and al. 
ways being in Sa fety under thy P l d, m may abide 
11 thy Love io our Lives End. 

Furthermore, we moſt bumbly beſeech thee, 0 moſ? 


" Increaſed, that * won 
Ft) 10 affift us with thy Bleſſing, that we may be both 
faithful in Proereation of Children, and alſo live toge- 
ther in godly Love and Honeſty, that we may ſee our 
Children virtuoufly brought up, to thy Praiſe and Ho- 
veer, thro' our Lord and Souiour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


This laſt Clauſe is to he let our, & the woman "be 


A TEE. 


{ Father, by dons + gracious Gift Mankind is | 
aſt be pleaſed & thou think ſo Þ 


a ww. nw cy. ou © & a inimwm © 


Fit for the FINGER: 
The Salve of Divinity on the Sore of 
e © 
Y Laid open in a moſt Delightful and In- 
ſtructive S ERM ON Preach'd at a 
Wedding in Edmonton. 53 257 ph 


"OR 
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be CHRISTIAN READER, ä 
E is not good weighing one's own Worth in ſuch un- 

equal Balances, where the Feather of Opinion turns 
the Scales. One Spoke can never ſtand ſtill, whilſt the . 
whole Wheel goes round. The Gifts and Graces of ¼ 
Chriſtians lay in common, till Envy made the firſt In- 
cloſure: Here thou mayeſt ſhew thy Wiſdom, in ſpinning 
a fine Thread out of coarſe Wooll. Do not burt him by 
thy Malice, who would help thee in thy Marriage. Who 
would plant a Piece of Ordinance to beat down an Aſpen 
Leaf, which, baving always the Palſy, will fall alone? 
This Piece neither defires Supplanters, nor deſerves Su- 
porters. It comes forth, as a preſs'd Soldier, not as @ 
Voluntier; what it was in Preaching, it is in Publiſhing. 
There is not one Cubit added to its Stature, to ſecure it 
from the Avenger of Blood. It flies to thy City of Refuge. 
Let bim who ſows his Pains, reap thy Prayers. | 
Þ | | Thine in the Lord Jeſus, 


W. SECKER. 


D. 


D EGS. = 
GEN. ii. 18. 


And the Lord God ſaid, Tt is not good that the May 
_ ſhould be alone: Iwill make bim a Help meet for bim. 


BUMAN Miſery is, to divine Mercy, a 
VE CY 4 black Foil to a ſparkling Diamond, 
7 cor as a ſable Cloud to the Sun- beams. a 
© BS Pal. viit. 4. Lord, what is Man; that 
thou art mindful of him! Man is, 
In his Creation, An - -— wi - 

In his Corruption, Diabolical. 
8 In his Renovation, Theological. 
5 3 In his Tranſlation, Majeſtical. - 
An Angel in Edes | A Saint in the Church. 
A Devil inthe World. | 4 King in Heaven. 8 


There were Four Silver Channels in which the chryſtal 
Streams of God's Affection ran to Man in his Creation. 


I. In his Preparation. | III. In his Coronation. 
II. In his Aſſimulation. } IV. In his Affociation. 
I. In his Preparation. Other Creatures received the Char- 
ter of their Fein by a ſimple Fiat; but there was a Con- 
ſultation at his Forming, not for the Difficulty, but for the 
Dignity of the Work. The Painter is moſt ſtudious about 
that which he means to make his Maſter- piece. The four 
Elements were taken out of their Elements, to make up 
the Perfection of Man's Complection. The Fire was pu- 
 Tified, che Air was clarified, the Water was purged, the 
Earth was refined : When Man was moulded, Heaven 
and Earth was married; a Body from the one was eſpouſed 
to a Soul from the other. . 
II. In his Aſfmulation. Other Creatures were made 
like themſelves, but Man was made like God, as the Wax 
hath the Impreſſion of the Seal upon it. It is admirable 
to behold ſo fair a Picture in ſuch coarſe Canvaſs, and fo 
EE eee er. e Ek 
In his Coronation. He made Man and all 
the reſt, made Man over all the reſt; quanti/lum 3 ! 
„o foſuit 


81 
— - 


* 


Man 


bim. 


Y 4s 
ond, 
eams. 
that 


% 
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ofuit Deus in tantum Dominium ? He was a little Lord 


Cradle. | „ 15 ws: 
IV. In his Aſſociation. Society is the Solace of Ru- 
manity. The World would be a Deſart without a 
Conſort. | A u 
Moſt of Mens Parts are made in Pairs; now he that 
was double in his Perfection muſt not be ſingle in his 
Condition, And the Lord God ſaid, cc. 
Theſe Words are like the Iron Gate that opened to 
Peter of its own accord, dividing themſelves into three 
Parts. 5 | 5 Leona pes 
1. An Introduction, And the Lord God ſaid. 
2. An Aſſertion, It is not good that Man ſhould be 
alone. 5 


3. A Determination, vill make an Help meet for 


in. | EY 
In the firſt there's a Majeſty propoſed. 


In the ſecond there's a 

In the third there's a Remedy provided. e 

Once more let me put theſe Grapes. into the Preſs. 
„ iguneſs of the Expreſſion; And the Lord 

aid. | 8 8 
2. The Solitarineſs of the Condition, 17 is not good, &c. 
3. The Suitableneſs of the Proviſion, 1 uill male, &c. 

In the firſt there's the Worth of Veracity. 

In the ſecond there's the Want of Society. 
In the third there's the Work of Divinity. 

Of theſe in their Order. And firſt of the Firſt. 
Firſt, the Soyereignneſs of the Expreſſion, And the 
Lord God ſaid. — 9 2 
Luke. i. 70. As be ſpake by the Mouth of bis Prophets. 
In other Scriptures he uſed their Mouths, bur in this he 
makes uſe of his own: They were the s, and he 
the Breath; they the early Streams, and he the Fountain. 


How he ſpake, tis hard to be ſpoken ; whether erernally, 


or internally, or externally. Quomodo, non eft quod 
queramus, ſed potiùs, quid dixerit intelligamus. We 
are not to enquire into the Manner of ſpeaking, -but the 
Matter that's ſpoken ; which leads me, like a dixecting 


Star, 
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Btar, from the Suburbs to the 7 from the Porch to 
the Palace, from the Founder of the. Mine, to the Trea- 
ſure that's in it, It is not good, &c. In which you hays 
; two things. 0 bY SE Eos 8 
1. The Subject. 8 2. The Predicate. 
The Subject, Man alone. | x 
Tbe Predicate, It is not good, &. 

Firſt, the Subject, Man alone. Take this in two Branches. 

1. As it is limited to one Man. np. 

2. As it is 3 to all Men. | 
- Firſt, as it is limited to one Man, and ſo it is taken 
particularly, Man for the firſt Man. When all other 
Creatures bad their Mates, Adam wanted his: Tho' he 
was the Emperor of the Earth, and the Admiral of the 
Seas, yet in Paradiſe without a Companion. Tho" he 
was truly bappy, yet he was not fully happy: Tho' he 
had enough for his Board, yet he had not enough for 
his Bed: Tho' he had many Creatures to ſerve him, yet 
he wanted a Creature to ſolace him: When he was com- 
pounded in Creation, he muſt be compleated by Con- 
junction: When he had no Sin to hurt him, then he 
muſt have a Wife to help him; It is not good that 
Man ſbould be alone. | 1 — 

Secondly, as it's lengthened to all Men, and ſo it's 
taken univerſally [Heb. xiii. 4.) Marriage is honourable 
unto all, not only you u©O-, but 77wmQGr. It's not only 
warrantable, but honourable. The whole Trinity bath con- 
ſpired together to ſet a Crown of Glory upon Matrimony. 
I. God the Father: 333 was a Tree planted 

within the Walls of Paradiſe; this Flower firſt grew in 

God's Garden. | | | 3 

2. The Son: Marriage is a Chryſtal Glaſs wherein 
Chriſt and his Saints do ſee each others Faces. 

3. The Holy Ghoſt, by his overſhadowing of the Bleſſed 
Virgin. Well might the World, when it ſaw her Preg- 
nancy, ſuſpect her Virginity ; but her matrimonial Con- 
dition was a Grave to that Suſpicion ; without this, her 
Innocency had not prevented her Infamy ; ſhe needed-a 
Shield to defend that Chaſtity abroad, which was kept 

inviolably at home. ES 

* 5 Too 


it for a Prieſt #0 21 bim 


other be thrown down? Will no Oblation 
mer, but the demoliſhing 


{nl 


Top? many char have not Worth enough to preſerve 


cheir Virginity, have yet Will enough to cover heir Un- 
chaſtity; turning the Medicine of Frailty into the Mantle 
of Filthineſs. Certainly ſhe is mad that cuts off her Leg 
to get a Crutch, or that venoms her Face to wear a Mask. 
St. Paul makes it one of the Characters of thoſe that 
ſhould caſhier the Faith [1 Tim. iv. 3.] Not to forbear 
AO ” which my lawful; but to forbid it, which | 


is ſinfu 
One of the Popes of Rome ſprinkles this unholy Drop 


upon it, Carnis pollutionem & immunditiem. 


It's ſtrange That ſhould be a Pollution, which was in⸗ 
ſtituted before Corruption ; or That r which was 
ordained in the State of Innocency , or har they ſhould 
make that to be a Sin which they make to dean | 

Bur a Baſtard may be laid at the Door of Chaſtity ; and 
a leaden Crown. ſet upon a n Head. 

Bellarmine, that mighty Atlas of the 'Pa 


1 Power, ; 
blows his ſtinking — 77 it, ſaying, 


etter were 
If with many Harlots, than 
to be married to one Wife. - Theſe Chi wy 
ple Whore prefer their + pe before our 

a Concubine before a Companion. They uſe roo many 
for their Luſts, to chuſe any for their Love. Their Ta- 
bles are ſo "largely. ſpred, char they can' tired upon one 


Diſh. 

As for their exaking a Virgin-ſtate, it's like him chat 
commended Faſting, when he had fill'd his Bell | 
Who knows nes tht 25 5. b. a de 
Luſtre? > Bur cannot the one ſer up, wit the 

pacify the for- 
of the latter? Tho* we find 
many Enemies to the Choice of Marriage, Pann» 
rare to find any Enemies to the Uſe of R 
would pick the Lock, that want the Key; and bl 
the Fruit, that do not plant the Tree. 


The Hebrews have a Saying, He i is not 4 Man, that” 
hath not a Woman. 


Tho' t 
cd that ſu 


climb too hi b; yer it's to be ſear- 
Fleſh is ful of de chat is not 


8 


8 „%% 
8 to Pri ion. Tho Man alone may be good, 
yet it is not goad that Man ſhould be alone ; whic be 
me from the Subject to the Predicate, It is not good, 
Non bonum is not in this Place as malum; i hann 
WT] boneſtum, utile, jucundum. 
Now it is not good that > Men ſhould be in a fg 
Condition, upon a threefold Confidetation. - :_.. 
. In reſpect of Sin, which would not elſe be prevented. 
| is like Water, to quench the Sparks of Luſt's 
Fire [1 Cons vii. 2.] Nevertheleſs, to avoid Fornication, 
Et every one have his own Wife, 8c. Man needed no 
ſuch Phyfick when he was in Health. Tempra- 
tions will break Nature's beſt Fence, and lay its Paradiſe 
but a fiagle Life is a Priſon. of utwaly' Defites, 
is daily attempred to be broke _ 
Some indeed foree themſelves to a ſingle Life, mately 
to avoid the Charges of a Married State; they had rather 
fry in the Greaſe of their own Senſuality, than extinguiſh 
thoſe Flames with an allowed Remedy. It is — to 
marry than to burn; to be lawfully coupled, than to be 
hal ſcorch d. les beſt ſoeding Flames _ 
vn Tis 0s good in reſpect of Mankind, nden 
would not be propagated. The Roman Hiſtorian relati relating 
the Raviſhing of che Sabine Women, excuſed it thus; 


hi 


Res erat unius etatis populus virorum : Floor them 


_ —_——— _ — 1 

| turn ility into 0 nit = 

ſprings up new Buds, when: the old are withered. "Ic 

v2 Honour. for a Man 6 
CO Toons —— Wirhaut a Wife, 

Children cannot be bad lawfully ; without a good Wife 

Children cannot be had comfortably. Man and Woman, 


as the Stock and the Scicn, being ing grid by Marriage, 


are Trees bearing Fruit to the Wor 

St. Auguſtin | lays, this Pair is, Primum par & unda- 
mentum omnium, &c. I — the firſt Eink of human 
Society, to which all the joined. Mankind had 


_ ago . and ben le « Toe e. into the 
1 © 
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al if choſe n which are made by aal, | 
were not repaired by: Matrimony.” or 

3. 'Tis not good in r of the Church, : which 
could not then have been expatiated. Where ther ! is no 
Generation, there can be no R ion: Nature makes 


us Creatures, before Grace makes us Chriſtians. ' If the 


Loins of Men had been * ROW n of Chriſt 
had been leſs ſucceſsſul. | 
It was a wi ion that one put to bim chat 
ſaid, Marriage fills the Earth, but Virginity ts the 

Heavens. How can the Heavens be full, f the E be 


| empty? — 


Had Adam lived in Innocency without Mania 
there would have been no Servants of God in the Church. 
Militant, nor no Saints with God in the Church Trium- 

But. I will not fink this Veſſel, by the oyer-burden- 
ing of i it, nor ' preſs; this Truth to Death by: haying too 
great a Load upon its Shoulders. 

There is one Knot which I muſt untie before I make 
a further Progreſs [1 Cor. vii. 1.J It is good for a Man 


not to touch a Woman. © 

Do all the Scriptures proceed out of the ſame Mouth, 
and do they not — the ſame Truth? The God or 
Unity will not indite Diſcord, and the God of Verity can- 
not aſſert Falſhood. If Good and Evil be Contraries, how 
contrary then are theſe Scriptures? Either Mofes miſtakes 
God, or aa miſtakes Moſera about the Point of Marriage. 

To which 1 ſhall give a double Anſwer. 

1. There is a publick and a private Good. In reſpect 
of one Man, ir may be good not to touch a Woman, 


but in reſpect of all, So it is. not good that the Man 


ſbauld be alone. © * 

2. Moſes ſpeaks of the State of Man created; Paul of 
the State of Man corrupted: Now that which by Inſtitu- 
tion was a Mercy, may, by Corruption, become a Miſe- 
Ty ; as pure Water is tainted by running thro a mury 
Channel or as the Sun-beams receive a Tincture 


thining thro' a coloured Glaſs. There's no Print of Exil 


in the World, bur Sin is the Stanip that made it. They 
that ſeck nothing but wel its Commiſſion, — | 


ing 


* Help for Man. 


1 | ; 
8 Woe in the Concluſion: Which leads me 
from the Solitarineſs of the Condition, Man alone, to 
the Suitableneſs of the Provifion, I will mare an Help 


meet for bim. 
In which you ons W 
71. The A "Wu | will make. IE 


2. The jedt, H.. 

Firſt, The Agent, I will make. | | 

We cannot build a Houſe without Tool, but ah 
Trinity i is at Liberty; Dic verbum tantum. 

To God's Omniſcience there is nothing inviſible, and 
zo God's Omnipotency there is nothing impoſlible. 
We work by without, but he works without 

Hands. He that made Man meer for Help, makes a mee 


are conſented above, but conſummated be- 
low [Prov. xviii. 22.] Tho' Man wants Supply, yet 
he cannot ſupply y his Wants [James i. 17.) Every good 
and perfet Gift comet from above, &c. A Wife, tho 
The be not a perfect Gifr, yet the is a Gift. Tho 
Beams are darted from the Sun of Ri ſneſs. 

Haſt thou a ſoſt Heart? It's of God's * Haſt 
thou a ſweet Wife ? She's of God's makin . 88 
Loet me draw up chis Expreſſion with a Appli- 

cation. | 

1. When thou layeſt out for ſuch a Good on Earth, look 
up to the God of Heaven. Let him make thy Choice 
for thee, who hath made his Choice of thee. Look above 
you, before you look about you. Nothing makes u 
the Happineſs of a married — like the Holineſs 
of a mortified Diſpoſition. Account not thoſe the moſt 
worthy, that are the moſt wealthy. Art thou matched 


to the Lord! dn int obe Eand: How bag y are fuch iſ 


> Where Chriſt is at the Weddi | Le none 
but thoſe who have found Fayour in God's Eyes, fin 
Favour in 
2: Give God the Tribute of your Gratulation for your 
good Companions. Take heel of paying your Rent to 
a wrong Landlord. When you taſte of thee$tream, re- 
fleet on n the Spring that feads i it, Now thou haſt _ 
yes 
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res for thy Speculation, Four Hands for thy Operation, 
me = Feet for thy Ambulation, and Four Shoulders + | 
Hep ch Suſtentarion. What che in againſt the Holy Ghoſt” 
ey Mis in Point of Diving, that is Unthankfulneſs in Poing 
of Morality; an Offence unpardonable. Pity it is but 
that Moon ſhould be ever in Eclipſe, that will not ac- 
knowledge her Beams to be borrowed from the Sun. He 

| that praiſes not the Giver, prizes not the Gift; and fo I 
„pass from the Agent to the Object, 4 Help 
the ! She myſt be ſo much, and no leſs, and ſo much, and 
| no more. Our Ribs were not ordained to be our Rulers, 
and They are not made of the Head, to claim Superiority. 
8 They deſert the Author of Nature, that invert the Order 
hour BY of Nature. The Woman was made for the Man's Com- 
meet fort, but the Man was not made for the Woman's Com- 
mand. Thoſe Shoulders aſpire too high, that content not 
themſelves with a Room below their d. It's between 
a Man. and his Wife in the Houſe, as it is between the 
Sun and Moon in the Heavens; when the Light 
goes down, the leſſer Light gets up; when the one ends 
in ſetting, the other begins in ſhining. The Wife may 
be a Soyereign in the Huſband's Abſence, but ſhe muſt be 
a Subject in her Huſband's Preſence. As Pharaob ſaid to 


Joſeph, ſo ſhould the Huſband 605 the Wife Gen. xli. 


40.] Thou ſhalt be over my Houſe, and according to thy 
Word ſhall all my People be ruled, only in the Throne 
will be greater than thou. The Body of that Houſhold 
can neyer make a good Motion, whoſe Bones are our of 
Place. The Woman muſt be a Help to the Man in theſe 
Four Things. 1 8 
I. To his Piety. 3. To his Progeny. 

| 2. To his Society, 4. To his Proſperity. 

S To his Piety, by the Ferventneſs of her Excitation. 
| To his Society, by — Fragrantneſs of her Converſation. 
dne To his Progeny, by the Fruitfulneſs of ber Education. 
ind To his Pro perity, by the Faithfulneſs of her Preſervation. 
1. To his Piety, by the Ferventneſs of her Excitation 
ur i II Pet. iii. 7.) Huſband and Wiſe ſhould be as the two 
o Milch-Kine, which were coupled together to carry the 
re- Atik of God; or, as the two Cherubims that looked one 


upon another, and both upon the Mercy Seat; or, as the 
two Tables of Stone, on each of which were en aven 
ſthe Laws of God. In ſome Families, married Perſon; 

are like Jeremiab's two Baskets of Figs, one 51 ood, 


the other very evil; or, like Fire and Water, whillt the 
one is flaming in Devotion, the other is freezing in Cor. 
Tuption. There is a twofold Hinderance of Holineſs; 
firſt, on the right Side; ſecondly, on the left. On the 
right Side, when the Wife would run God's Way, the 
{band will not let her go. When the Fore-horſe in 
a Team will not draw, he wrongs all the reſt. When 
the General of an Army forbids a ch, all the Soldier; 
ſtand ſtill. Sometimes on the left: How did Solomon; 
idolatrous Wife draw away his Heart from Heaven? A 
finning Wife was Satan's firſt Ladder, by which he ſcaledſf 
the Walls of Paradiſe, and rook away the Fort-Royal of 
Adam's Heart from him. Thus, ſhe that ſhould have 
been the Help of his Fleſh, was the Hurt of his Faith; 
His Nature's Under-propper becomes his Grace's Under- 
miner; and the that ſhould be a Crown on the Head, is 
a Croſs on the Shoulders. The Wife is often to the Huſ- 
band as the Ify is to the Oak, which draws away his Sap 
"Fx ra his S. the ragrantneſs of her 
x 2. A He to f Soci % | F | 8 
888 Man 1 e Creature. Now the 
Woman's Behaviour ſhould be ſuch towards the Man, as 
to requite his Affection, by increaſing his Delectation. 
That the new born Love may not be b as ſoon as 
bloſſomed ; that it may not be ruined before it be rooted: 
A Spouſe ſhould carry herſelf fo to her Huſband, as not 
to diſturb his Love by her Contention, nor to deſtroy his 
Love by her Alienation. Huſband and Wife ſhould be 
like two Candles burning er, which makes the 
Houſe more lightſome; or, like two fragrant Flowers 
bound up in one Noſegay, that augment its Sweetneſs; 
or, like two well-run'd Inſtruments, which, ſoundi 
„ makes the more melodious Muſick. Huſban 
and Wife, what are they, but as two Springs meeting, 
and joining their Streams, that they make but one Cur- 


tion 


non 3». 


To his Progeny, by 


L 43 ] 5 
rent? Its an unpleaſing Spectacle, to view any Conten- 


in this Conjunction. 


che Fruitfulneſs of her Eduea - 
tion, that fo her Children in the Fleſh may be God's 


Children in the Spirit [1 Sam. i. 11.] Hannab ſhe vows, 
if the Lord will give her a Son by bearing of him, ſhe 


vill return that Son to the Lord by ſerving him. A Spouſe 


ſhould be more careful of her Childrens breeding, than ſhe 
ſhould be fearful of her Children bearing. Take heed leſt 
theſe Flowers grow in the Devil's Garden. Tho' you 
bring them out in Corruption, yet do not bring them up 
to Damnation. Thoſe are not Mothers, but Monſters, 


that, 
Way 


- whilſt they 


to Hell with their Lives. | 5 
Good Education is the beſt Livery you can give them 


living, and it's the beſt Legacy 


You 


Prayers to make them good, chat before 
you may ſee Chriſt live in them. 


out your Cares to make them 


ſhould be teaching their Children the 
to Heaven with their Lips, are leading them the Way 


you can leave them dying. 
„O lift up your 
you die from them, 


Whilſt theſe Twigs are green and tender, they ſhould 
be bowed towards God. Children and Servants are in a 
Family, as Paſſengers are in a Boat; Husband and Wife, 
are as a Pair of Oars to row them to their deſired 
Haven. Let theſe ſmall Pieces of Timber be hewed and 


they 


| ſquared for the celeſtial Building. By putting a Scepter 
Grace into their Hands, — 12 a Crown of Glory 


upon their Heads. 
4. A Help to his Proſperity, by her faithful Preſerva- 


| tion, being 


not a Wan 


home. One of the Ancients ſpeaks 


painted 


a 


of 


abroad, but a Worker at 
excellently: She muſt 
not be a Field-Wife, like Dinab; nor a Street- Wife, like 
Thamar ; nor a Window-Wife, like Jezabel. 
Phidias, when he drew a Woman, 


her ſirting 


under a Snail-thell, that the might imitate that little Crea- 


ture, that 
on its Head. 


no farther than it can carry its Nouſe up- 


How many Women are there, that are not labouring 
Bees, but idle Drones; that take up a Room in the Hive, 
but bring no Honey to it; that are Moths to their Huſ- 


bands 


[ 44 ) 


n ſpending what they ſhould be ſpari ing: 
As the Man's Part is to provide induſtriouſly, & «ſuing 55 

man's is to preſerve diſcreetly ; The one — not 5 
careleſſly wanting, the other AN not be cauſle pe A 
ing: The Man muſt be ſeeking with Diligence, the Wo- 
man muſt be ſaving with Providence. The Cock /and 
and the Hen bod ſcrape og n 
* up ſomething for their litle Chickens. 

#36 

1. If the Woman be a Help to the Man, then It not 

the Man caſt Dirt on the Woman. 

Secundus being ask'd his Opinion of a Woman, ſpeaks 
thus: Viri — damiis tempeſtas, quietis impe- 
dimentum, &c. But ſurely he was a Monſter and not 
a Man; fitter for a Tomb to bury him, n e 

Some have ſtiled home to be 

Like Clouds in the Sky. 
Like Motes in the Sun. 
Like Snuffs in the Candle. 
94 Like Weeds in the Garden. 
11 15 not good to play the Butcher with chat naked Sex, 
that hath no Arms bur for Embraces. A Preacher ſhould 
not be ſilent for thoſe who are ſilenc d from Preaching : 
Becauſe they are the weaker Veſſels, ſhall they be broken 
all to Pieces? Thou that ſayeſt Women are evil, it m 
be thy Expreſſion flows from thy Experience; but 1 ſhall 
| 8 that Mariner for bow Pilot, chat hath no better 
than the ſpli of his own Ship. Wilt 
— , for the Faults of one? 
As A f it were true Logick, becauſe ſome are evil, therefore 
none are _ hath ill Eyes that diſdains all Objects. 
\ To blaſt „is to blame thy Maker. In a Word, 
— from their Bow s, and may take our 
Reſt in their Boſoms. 
2. Is the Woman to be a Help to the Man, then let 
the Man be a Help to the Woman. What makes theſe 
Debrors be ſuch ill Pay-Maſters, but becauſe they look 
at what is owing to them, but not at what is owin 
them? If thou wouldſt have thy Wife's Revereuce, — 
- 3 ; T 


— 
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vaſt to enjoyn, nor the Wife's Duty to perform. A Wiſe m 


not be ſharply driven, but ſweetly. drawn. Compaſſion 
may bend her, but Compulſion will break her. Hufband 
2 Wife ſhould act towards each other by Conſent, not 
by Conſtraint. nee 1 Fat 
There are four Things wherein the Huſband is a meer 
Help to the Wife. e Ot" e een | 
Firſt, In his protecting her from Injuries. It's well 
obſerv d by one, that the Rib of which Woman was made, 
be- was taken from under the Man's Arm; as the Uſe of 
the Arm is to keep off Blows from the Body, ſo the 
mb Office of a Huſband is, to ward off Blows from the Wife: 
The Wife is the Huſband's Treaſury, and the Huſband 
ſhould be the Wife's Armory: In Darkneſs he ſhould be 
her Sun for Direction; in Danger he ſhould be her 
Shield for Protection. Hy W 
Secondly, In his providing for her Neceſſities. The 
Huſband muſt communicate Maintenance to the Wife, as 
der. che Head conveys Influence to the Members; thou muſt 
ld not be a Drone, and ſhe a Drudge.. A Man ima married 
: Wy Eftate, is like a Chamberlain in an Inn, there's Knocking 
n If for him in every Room. Many Perſons in this Conditi- 
= on waſte that Eſtate in Luxury, which ſhould ſupply 
al their Wives Neceſſities. Nec amor viget mariti, nec 
fides Chriſtiani; they have neither the Faith of a Chriſti- 
an, nor the Love of a Huſband. It's a ſad Spectacle to 
ſee a Virgin fold with her own M into Slavery, 
when Services are better than Marriages: The one receives 
Wages, whilſt the other buyes their Fetters. 

irdly, In his covering of her Infirmitiess Who 
would trample upon a Jewel, becauſe it's fallen in the 
Dirt? or throw away a Heap of Wheat for a little 
Chaff? or deſpiſe a Golden Wedge, becauſe there is ſome 
Droſs ? Theſe Roſes have their Prickles. Now Huſbands 
ſhould ſpread a Mantle of Charity over their Wives In- 
firmities. They be ill Birds that defile theit own Neſts. 
It's a great deal you thould faſt, than feed yourſelves 
upon their Failings. Some Huſbands are ny 
; | nger 


it bk 
— they are holding their Fingers in their Wiye; 
TION, | 


h are like Crows, that faſten only upon Car. 
Do not put out the Candle, becauſe of the Snuff 
If the Gold be good, allow it Grains. Huſbands an 
Wives | ſhould provoke one another to Love, and they 
ſhould loye one another, notw Spee from. Provicitio 
Take heed of poiſoning thoſe Springs, from whence the 
amn, lis delgheng ber Sg. 4 
8 = ting in her A Wit 
takes 2 not only ** Huſband's I Houſe, but " 
in his Heart. The Tree of Lave ſhould grow up in the 
Family, as the Tree of Life grew up in the Garden, 1 
They that chuſe their Love, ſhould — their Choice. . 
ey mar n not, 1 where br 
| ra" not. Two 1 together without Love, are 
— make one another miſerable, WY - 
9 of the Text, A Help meet. * 
_ 1 there's her Fulneſs; a meet Help, there's her x7 
nels, 
| . The Angels were too much above bim, che Creatures K 
were too much below him; he could not ſtep up to the q 
former, nor could he ſtoop down to the — The one WW: 
was our of his Reach, the other was out of his Race; but - 
the Woman is a Parallel Line drawn equal with him: 8 
Meet ſhe muſt be in three things. 
I. The Harmony of her Diſpoſition. Huſband and . 
Wiſe ſhould be like Im in a Looking-glaſs, that 
anſwers in all Properties to the Face that ſtands before it; 
— 1 it — 
1 are putting new Wine into old Bot- 
tles. An old Man is not a — Help for a young Wo- 
man. He that ſets a grey Head upon green Shoulders, 
hath one Foot in the Grave, and another in the Cradle. 
Yet how many times do you fee the Spring of Youth 
wedded to the Winter of old Age? A 1 Perſon is 
not a meet Help for an old Woman; raw Fleſh is but an 
ill Plaiſter for rotten Bones. He that, in his Non- 
marries another in her Dote- age, his Luſt hath one Wife 
in ö le een, 74 


4. I 


eo = 4 

2. In the Hetaldry of her Condition. Some of our 
European 9 fo ſtrict in their J unctions, that it's 
2 their Laws, for the Commonality to couple with 
he Gentry. 1 8 "Ik 7 
It was well ſaid by one: If the hte be too much above 
er Husband, ſhe either ruines him by her vaſt Expentces, 
or reviles kim with her baſe Reproaches: If ſhe be too 
nuch below her Husband, either her former Condition 
makes her too generous, or her preſent Mutation makes 
her too imperious. ; Tok | TIER + 

Marriages are ſtiled Matches, yet amongſt thoſe many 
that are married, how few are there that are match'd 2? 
Huſbands and Wives are like Locks and Keys, that rather 
break than open, except the Wards be anſwerable. 

3. In the Holineſs of her Religion. If Adaltery may 
ſeparate a Marriage contracted, Idolatry may hinder a 
Marriage not perfected. Cattle of divers Kinds were not 
to ingender [i Cor. vi. mg ns not nnequally yoaked, &c. 
It's dangerous taking her for a Wife, who will not take 
God for a Huſband. It is not meet that one Fleſh 
ſhould be of two Spirits. Is there never a Tree thou likeſt 
in the Garden, but that which bears forbidden Fruit? 
There are but two Channels in which the remaining 
2 To thoſe Men who want Wives, how to chuſe 
. To thoſe Women who have Huſbands, how to uſe 
Js To thoſe Men that want Wives, how to chuſe 
Marriage is the tying of ſuch a Knot, that nothing but 
Death can unlooſe. Common Reaſon fu ſo much, 
that we ſhould be long a doing that which can bur once 
be done. Where one Deſign has been gravelled in the 
Sands of Delay, thouſands have been ſplit upon the Rock 
of Precipitance. Raſh Adventures yield little Gain. — 
portunities are not like Tides, that when one is paſt, 
another returns; but yet take heed of flying without your 
Wings; you may breed ſuch Agues in your Bones, that 
may thake you to your Graves. 15 
| 1. | 


T7 


r from a bad Choice. 
g te 
1. — Take that 
_— | 
2. Chuſe nor for — of 
Chuſe not for Di 


{Ga mr for Dry, buyes a Piture. 
He that loves for Dowry, _—_—_— 2 
He chat leaps for Dignity, matches wich a Multicc 
8 

The fiſt of theſe is too blind t be dire, | 
| The ſecond too baſe to be | 


your Eyes, looking at the Beau 
of the Perſon. Not thas thiv' is king in a bs ſea 
but that this is not all ar which a Woman ſhould be be- 
loved. He that had the Choice of many Faces, ſtamps 
this Character upon them all; Favour is deceitful, an 
Beauty is vain. Efbe Sun is more bri 1 in a clear Sky, 
than when the Horizon is clouded. But if a Woman's 
Fleſh hath more of Beauty, than her Spirit hath of Chriſti- 
anity, it's like Poiſon in Sweet-meats, moſt dangerous; 
[Gen. vi. 2.] The Sons of God ſaw the Daughters of Men 
that they were fair, &c. One would have thought, that 
they ſhould rather have looked for Grace in the _— 
than for the Beauty in the Face. Take heed of Innin 
the faireſt Signs. The Swan hath black Fleſh under 0 
white Feathers. 
Secondly, Chuſe not by your Hands, for che Bouney of 
the Portion. 


. 1 e Ss td hos yet + ww, A, H WAA 0-1 — 2 


When Cato's Daughter was asked, why ſhe did not 

? ſhe thus replied : She could not find the Man 

that lov'd ber Perſon above her Portion. Men love cu- 
rious Pictures, but they would have them ſet in Golden 
Frames. Some are ſo degenerate, as to think any to be 


good enough, who have but Goods enough. Take heed, 
* , 


for ſometimes the Bag and Bagg Baggage fegen 
Nr tion a Cy Ar 
which added to her, advances the Sam, bur alone ſigni- 
fies nothing. When Themiftocles was to marry Shia 
Daughter, two Suitors courted her together, the one was 
rich, and a Fool, the other wife, but poor; and being 
demanded which of the two he had rather his 
ſhould have, he anſwered, Mallem virum ſine pecunia, 8c. 
doo Ne 
than Money without a Man. TH 
Thirdly, Coma bs our Ears, for the Dignity of 
her — A good old Stock may nouriſh a fruitleſs 
Branch. here are. many (Milben who- ar# Wet" the -- 
* „but the Blemiſhes of their Parents. They are 
y deſcended, but ignobly minded. Such was Aurelius 
— Tr of whom it is faid, that he injured his 
Country in nothing, but in being the Father of ſuch 2 
Child. There are many low in their Deſcents, that are 
high in their Deſerts. Such was the Cobler's Son, who 
w to be a famous Ca : When a great Perſon up- 
raided the Meanneſs of is Original, [y Nobility, faith 
he, ped with me, but thy Nobility ends with thee. 
Honour than — She is the beſt 


r. Chuſe ſoch a one as will be ſubject uo peur Den 
nion. Take heed of yoaking 2 with untamed 


. Chuſe ſuch a one as may fym £ with en ln 
your Affliction. Marriage is juſt like > he 
that enters into this Ship, muſt ook to meet with Storms 
and Tempeſts | r Cor. vii. 28.] They that marry ſhall . 
have Trouble in the Fleſh. Fleſh and Trouble are mar- 
ried together, whether we marry or no; now a bitter 
Harken is ally cri by th by one Mouth. A heav 
Burthen is eaſily carried by the Aſſiſtance of other Sh 
ders. Huſb ſhould neither be proud Fleſh 
nor dead Fleſh. — are b 8 


tl „ 12 


15 30 1 3 
Wen. have a 8 5 While one ſtands ſafe on 


the Shore, the other ſhoul him that is toſt on the 
Jea. Sympathy in Suffering, 35 þ a dry Houle in a wet 
ws 


Chaſe fach : one 2s may be ſerviceable wo you 
Sallwion. A Man may think he hath a Saint, when he 
Bath a Devil; e 
2h Bed, and a Hypocrite, that is etot 

Saas, To thoſe Women that have how 
ao uſe chem in Two Things. 

5 your ſelves towards them th Obedience 
1 wer command you, that their Praiſe ma 
c — . Tho' yon may have your Hufbands 
Hearts, yet muſt not have as you will 


his Love, > you ſhould love his Will. Till the Huſ-} 


band leaves commanding, the Wife muſt never leave 
obeying. As his Injunctions muſt be lawful, ſo her 


2. With Faithfulneſs. In Creation, God: made not 
one Woman for many Men, nor many Women for one 
Man: Every Wife ſhould be to her Husband, as Evah 
was to Adam, a whole World of Women; and every 
Husband ſhould be to his Wife, as Adam was to Evab, 
2 whole World of Men. When a River is divided into 
many Channels, the main Current ſtarves. 

To conclude : Good Servants are a great Bleſſing; | good 
Children 2 Bleſſin > — Wife is the 

B : And fi him ſeek for her 
wants one, "bn him gh for that hath Joſt one, 
let him take Pleaſure in her that enjoys one. — 


E bal it is not good, &Cc. 
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A SERMON Pesch on News | 


oy Year 's-Day, at a Wedding at Mal- 
nc. den in Eſſex. Shewing the Scarcity 


and Excellen cy of 20 ertuous Women... 


— 1 


PROY: Ls, 8 


n can fd 4 Vertuous Woman ? for ber Price is « for 
os. above Rubies. ' \ 

ROM theſe Words I mall. A 5 

r of Vertuous Wo- 
br who can . a Vertuous Woman > 

Shak ly, I ſhall diſcover what a . 
tuous Woman is. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew the Excellency os 
2 Vertuous Woman. 

Fourtbiy, And laſtly, I ſhall end with a ſeaſonable 
Advice unto all. 

1 ſhall begin firſt to diſfvrer 3 of Wy 
ous Women. It is recorded in Scri Solomons 
had one thouſand Wives and Concubi —— — yet wo 
neyer read that one of them was a Vertuous eke 
inſomuch that Solomon, when he was juſt go . ___ | 
clude his Book of Proverbs, breaks out into Words, 
ſaying, who can find a Vertuous Woman ? But here may- 
a Queſtion-ariſe, which may be thus: If Solomon had 
hot one Vertuous Woman among all his Wives and Con- 
cubines, how then could he kuow how to value a Vertu-- 
ous Woman at ſo high a Rate? for he tells us, that her 
Price is far above * So then, to anſwer this 2 

2 ſtion. 
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ſton, whether that Solomon had one Vertuous Woman 


or no, it is not eaſy to determine; but if it may be granted, 
that he had one Vertuous Woman amongſt che Thouſand, 
which is more than we read he had, yet from this Rule 
it follows, that it is but one of a Thouſand; and if ſo, 
who then can find a Vertuous Woman ? The Sea afford; 
us Fiſh, the Earth affords us Corn and Graſs, the very 
Rocks, which ſeem to be moſt unſerviceable of all, they 
afford us Gold and Silver, and Braſs and Tin; but where 
enn we go to be ſure to find a Vertuous Woman: If we 
go into the City for to ſpy out a Vertuous Woman, we 
cannot be ſure ſhe is ſuch an one by her Silk Gown, and 
rich Attire; for a wicked Jezabel may have ſuch Cloath- 
ing ; neither can we know her by her Beauty, for 
Solomon tells us, that Favour is deceitful, and Beauty 
ic vain; as we may ſee in Proverbs xxxi. Neither 
can we know who is a Vertuous Woman by ber 
fair and flattering Speeches; for Solomon tells us, in 
Prov. v. 3. of a Woman, that ber Lips did drop as an 
 Honey-Comb, and her Mouth is ſmootber than Oyl; but 
yet he tells us, that ber Feet do go down to Death, and 
— Steps take bold of Hell; and fo conſequently ſuch an 
2 cannot ay mg pk s. Woman: If we 8 : * 

the Coun r a Yertuous Woman, we be not {ure 
„ ay oe bv icy eds wor Pk” we could 
not know her by her coarſe and ragged Cloaths, for every 
one that hath a ragged Outer-garment, is not cloathed 
with Humility within, and ſo cannot be a Vertuous Wo- 
man. We cannot calily know, whether a Woman that 
is ignorant may be taken into this Number; for when 
Solomon deſcribeth the 7 of a Vextuous Woman, 
he tells us, that ſhe openeth ber Mouth with Wiſdom, as 
we may ſee in Prov. xxxi. 25. Neither will Idleneſs 
recommend a Woman to be a Vertuous Woman; for Solo- 
mon, in ſpeaking of ſuch an one, tells us, that ſhe /ayeth 
her Hands to the Spinale. Well then, ſince all theſe that 1 
have named are no ſure Signs of Vertue ; who then can 
find a Vertuous Woman? * 2 1 | 
_ _-» Ir is ſuppoled, that there are more Women in the 
World than Men; by rcaſon that there haye been ſo ma- 
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ny Men lain in Baule: The Number of womer · 
is almoſt im and yet who can find a Vertuous 
Woman? 

But if from the Number of Women, Wende ſhould 
be taken away all the Women that are Whores, and all 
the Women that are covetous Worldlings, and all the - 
Women that are proud, we might ſee t em walk then 
but thin in the Streets ; bur if from this ſmall Number 
that are left, there ſhould be taken away all the Women 
that are diſobedient unto their Husbands; and all the Wo 
men that run from Houſe ro Houle, to tell a Tale to ſe- 

chief Friends; and all the Women that keep an 
unbridled Tongue in their Mouths ; © if all the (ily - 
Women that the Apoſtle ſpeakerh 
Yea, if all thoſe Women that are led Captive by Teachers 
that creep into Houſes ;" if all theſe that I have mention d 
ſhould be taken away, we need not the Art of Arithme- - 
tick to number them that would be left. 


I will not ſay, dartho which will de kite likes white - 


Crows, and black Swans, but they will be rare Creatures 
indeed ; and they muſt not be accounted 8 if 3 
do not 'go and viſit one another, for the 1 


that they live aſunder may help to excuſe 
Icome now, ſecondly, to — what a Vertuous Woman 


is; and when I have fo done, you will have no Reaſon to 
wonder that I have compriſed them in ſo ſmall a Number. 
Solomon tells us, in Proverbs xxxi. of four Properties 
that do accompany a Vertuous Woman; he tells us, im 
the twelfth Verſe, that ſhe will Jo ber Hushand good ank 
not evil all the Days of her Life; and in the twentietn 


in 1 Tim. iii. 6 © 


17 


Verſe. he tells us, that ſhe ſtretebeth out her Hund to tbe 


Poor, yea, ſhe reacheth forth ber Nand to the Needye 
And at the twenty fifth Verſe he faith, ſhe openeth her 
Mouth with Wiſdom ; and in the twenty ſeventh Verſe it 
is ſaid, that ſhe eateth not the Bread of Idleneſs ; ſo then 
it follows, that they that deſpiſe their Husbands; and 
they that are uncharitable unto the Poor, and they that 

uſe wicked and unprofitable Diſcourſe, and they that 
live idle and unprofitable Lives, ſuch as theſe cannot ba 


faid 0 be Vertuous Women. 
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eee Women had rather look into the Wor Ge 
+ God, to ſee whether her Life and Converſation was th 
agrenble ner the Ward of God, than to look into the w. 

to ſee whether her Attire was put on neat enough. | 

' A Vertuous Woman goeth to the Church rather to 
ph of God, than to ſee who hath goten the newel 
"2h \ AVerruous Woman had rather bean Hout on her Knee: 
een 
ertuous Woman had rather go to Church on Foot, 
| — in a Coach to a Feaſt. 
A Vertuous Woman had rather lend unto the Lord, by 
giving unto the Poor, than to lay up Treaſure where the 
Auk and Redo corrage : So then theſs the Pro- 
perties of a Vertuous Woman; who is it can find @ Ver- 
inen Women? for ber Price is far above Rubies. 
II come now to the third thing to be conſidered, 
which is, the Excellency of a Vertuous Woman; bur 1 
hall want Time and Space fully to expreſs it; for the 
wiſe Man tells us, that 3 is far above Rubies: 
All that this World ated, both Gold and Silver, and 
precious Jewels, come infinitely ſhort of a Venuous Wo- 
man; and I may ſay of fob one, as Solomon faith 
of Wiſdom, that ſhe is better than Rabies, and all the 
things that may be defired are not to e to ber. 
Ib bere are other that are valued at a high rate, 
becauſe of the Scarcity of them; but a Vertuous Woman is 
valued fo | becauſe of her Excellency ; but that 
Which is ſcarce and excellent too, who can expreſs 
the Value of it! and what is there that is more ſcarce and 
excellent than Vertuous Women? 
Gold and Silver hag A y Soldiers, and procure Inſtru- 
mens of War, but the Prayer of a * 
more inſtrumental to procure Safety; for when 
— 7 ten thouſand Talente of Sil- 
ver, to the 2 that 1 ews might 3 
„ ber did not an Arm ews to 
gin for their Lives; but ſhe a nlp the Peop LS 
740 — * and, ſaid ſhe, T alſo and my Maiden: will 
_ foft br And this was fo aan in the eh, 
| | > 
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' that deſired the Death of others, was hang Madel as 5 


we may ſee in the Book of Eber. $65 
From which we may obſerve, | 
r Was ankon 
Army to uſe them, that we cannot put our Enemies to 
filence ; bur it is to be feared that we want ſuch as Eſther 


was, to make Sup . and have too 


many ſuch as the hters of Zion, who, by their Pride 
and Haughtineſs have provoked Godts » Which we 
have grear Reaſon to think (that if they not caſt off 
the Garments of Pride, and put on Humility) that God 
will deal wich them as he tells us he would wich the 
hters of Zion, which are ſpoken off in Iſaiab iii. 
For, faith the Lord there, I will take eway the Brevery 
of their Ornaments, and it ſhall come to paſs, that, in- 
ead of ſweet Smell, there ſhall be Stink; thy Men 
175 fall by the Sword, and thy mighty in the Mar; 
riſe 8. Women that are at eaſe, bear my Voice, ye 
ek aughters, give Ear unto my Speech [1ſa.xxxii. g.] 
Remember! you that can have a fine ſoft Coach to carry 
to feaſt, . ſelves, if are not 
ertuous Women, you ſhall be carried Devil, at 
laſt, and thrown down headlong into the Pit of Deſtructi- 
on, and then what will all your earthly Pleaſure avail you? 
A wicked Woman, in this Life, may have a Coach and 
Horſes to wait upon her, bur chis canner diflnit heb than 
Danger, for the ro Lion, that ſeeketh whom he may 
devour, can overtake for all this. Now the that is 
a Vertuous Woman ſhall have the Angel of the Lord to 
guard and defend her, and the Devil, with all his Rage 
and Malice, cannot do ſuch an one any Hurt or Violence; 
for, faith the Pſalmiſt, in Pſal. cxix. 165. Great Peace 
have they that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them; for be ſhall give his Angels charge over them, to 
keep them ; as we may ſee in Pſal. xci. 


I come now unto the fourth and laſt thing to be conſis 


dered, which 1s this. 


Whatſocver I have ſpoken concerning the Scarcity of 


Vertuous Women, it is not to degrade the Female _ 


iin ſtead, at the Hour of Death, and in 


61 


ber nn is when the Words invited me to, chat I inſiſtel | 


1; but if 1 had taken in all Mankind; both Men and 
I muſt have concluded, if I had. taken the 
Scripture for my Rule, that the Number of them that lead 
godly and vertuous Lives are but few, in Compariſon of 
that walk on in their crooked and perverſe Ways; 
for we read in Gen. xviii. that there was not Ten righte- 
ous Perſons in Sodom and Gomorrah; and our Saviour 
tells us in Mat. vii. 14. Strait is the Gate, and narrow 
is the Way that leadeth unto Life, and few there be that 
fn it. So then, to conclude, let us all, both Men and 
- Women, remember, that there is nothing can ſtand us 
the Day of Judg- 
ment, but a vertuous and a well-ſpent Life. | 
- The USE. Are there but few that live godly and ver- 
tuous Lives, and are all the reſt going down to Hell and 
Deſtruction 2 Oh then, let us conſider in time what our 
Life and Converſation is ! Oh remember the foolith Vir- 
gins, that came for Mcrcy too late ! If, at the Hour of 
| aa h 00. found 2 the ger * 
in Scri require, which is a go 
and vertuous Lik, CO be taken and bound — 
and Ws: and. ca Gl 1 
all be Weeping and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth : 
1 to die the Death of the 
Righteous, and wiſh their End may be like his; 
but all theſe Wiſhes will be in vain without a vertuous 
Life; for, ſays the Apoſtle in Galatians vi. 7. Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked, for whatſoever a Man ſo u- 
eth, that ſhall be reap. by 
I ſhall conclude with theſe Words of our Saviour, in 
Mat. xiii. As therefore the Tares are gathered and burnt 


in the Fire, ſo ſhall it be in the End of this World; the 


Son of Man ſhall ſend forth bis Angels, and they ſhall 


gather out of his Kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do Iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into a Fur- 
mace of Fire, there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of 
Teeth ; then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in 
the .Kingdom of their Father : Who bath Ears to hear, 
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5 let Vim bear. 


into utter Darkneſs, where there 
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But I * ay unto you, That whoſoever hoketh on 4 11 
10 luſt after ber, bath n Adultery with . 
already in bis aun. 5 


E find by many in this 1 we 
| followin Chapers, th our Sayiour had 

| much 845 the Law of God from 
thoſe peryerſe Gloſles and Interpretations 
which the Ignorance or Malice of Men, 
WEE) aſſiſted by the Ruſt and Corruption of 
Time * Age, had faſtened to us; it 
bein ; proper to the Nature o Man, rather handſom me 
to deceive it ſelf, than willingly to go againſt a viſib 
Light; to frame the Law to its own Depart. when it 
finds it hard to conform them to the Law, and | 
ne oy Take 204 io change the 2h hy * 
it retain the Letter 


0 


In-this State of Things our Saviour now found the 
iſþ Church, wherein partly the Subtilty of their 
rs and Rabbies, partly the Tradition of their Lay. 
yers, and Practice and m of their Courts had per- 
verted the Law of God, underſtanding that looſely which 
was ſtrictiy delivered, and judging of that carnally which 
was ſpiritually intended: Our Saviour, therefore, that he 
might fully comply with his prophetical Office, takes upon 
him to theſe Abuſes, and to rectify theſe Interpre- 
tations, which having done in the former Verſes concern- 
ing Murder, he in the 27th Verſe to clear thoſe 
Miſtakes which had broken in upon this Precept of Adul. 
terry: Ve have heard((ays he) that it was ſaid to thoſe of 
ola, thou ſhalt not commit Adultery : But I ſay unto you, 
awhoſoever looketh upon a Woman to luſt after her, bath 
already committed Adultery with ber in bis Heart. 
Where, by the way, we muſt note, that though the 
Looking of a Man upon a Woman be only ſpecified, 
| yer the Looking of a Woman upon a Man is equally 
intended; and tho „ n only named, yet 
all the Species of it are od ; only our Saviour, 
bens Fay inſiſted upon that Particular, continues 
bis Di e to it, that ſo the Compariſon and Pro- 
ion between the outward Actions of the Body, and 
inward Actions of the Heart (which he principally 
aimed at) might more evidently and more immediately 


25 the Words themſelves we may conſider theſe Parts, 
the Crime and the Fact: The Fact in theſe Words, be 
that looketh upon « Woman to luſt after ber; the Crime th 

in theſe, bath committed Adultery in bis Heart. Where tt 

Firſt, We ſhall conſider the Nature of Adultery ia 1 


Secondly, Adukery, as it is reſtrained to the Heart only, 
Thirdly, In the Matter of Fact we ſhall conſider, 

Firft, The luſting after a Woman. | 
Then, The looking 2 her to luſt. | 
After which {having thus explained the Terms, and put 
the Cafe) we ſhall your to reſolve, how and in what 
Senſe this Saying of our Saviqur is to be underſtood ö 
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All which when wie have done, doctrinally, we ſhall 
go over the ſeyeral Parts again in the ſame Order, and 
propoſe ſuch Motives to your Afſfections as God hath been 
pleaſed to put into our Mind. 1 1 

We begin with the Conſideration of Adultery in gene- 
ral. Adultery, as it is the Breach of that Faith which is 
ſolemnly given in Marriage, whether it be by the Man or 
by the Woman, a great Sin ſure; whether in reſpect of 
God, or in reſpect of Men; in reſpect of God, who was 
ſolemnly invocated to be a Witneſs of that Covenant 


which we wilfully violate, in the Preſence of whom and 


his bleſſed Angels, and the Church of Chriſt, the married 
Perſons mutually promiſed their Fidelity to each other ; 
fo that (as the Apoſtle ſays) they have now no longer 
Power over their own Bodies, in which they have parted 
with their Right and Property, and indeed they are now 
no longer their own, but one another's, and ſo true and 
real is this Change, and ſo near and individual is this 
Union, that the Expreſſion of the Apoſtle ſeems to be very 


high and hyperbolical, and reliſhing ſomewhat of the 


Poet and the Lover, when he tells us, that it is Magnum 
Sacramentum, a high and a holy Myſtery; when he 
e $0.06 a fit Ty _ of that 2 | 
e moſt ſtrainin ights, the Compariſons, 
and the moſt beg Expreſſions — — 
together come infinitely ſhort of; and that is, the Love 
and Union between Chriſt and his Church; an Union ſo 
near, that it is indeed Fleſh of bis Fleſh, and Bone of bis 
Bone; for the ſame Spirit that conceived him conceives 
that, dwells in that, quickens and enlivens and moyes 
that; ſo that it is not only „ e and myſtically, but 
truly and indeed his ver 7, as the Nouriſhment 
which I receive and digeſt, and becomes informed with 
my Soul, is a Part of my Body; ſo near and ſo wonder- 
ful is this Union. And as for the Love of Chriſt to his 
Church, it is a Flame as far tranſcending ours, as the hea- 
venly does the elementary ; that is, that that brought him 
down from Heaven, from the Throne, nay, from the 
Boſom of the Father; that cloathed him with our Cor- 
tuption, our miſerable Elcth ; debaſed him to the E 


© of a Servant; and ſubjected him to thoſemean, but withy 
co thoſe affectionate Services, which all our vain and mot. 
tal Love is ſo far from approaching, that it maſt vaniſb 
and hide itſelf before that ſacred Charity both with Shame 
and Wonder; and all this to teach us, how holy and un. 


violable the Tye and Union, how pure, how chaſte, hon 
fervent, how unchangeable, how . le the Love of Ml an 
Marriage ought to be. . D an 
1 Tranſgrefſion therefore againſt this Tye, and this co 


Love, muſt needs be an heinous Sin, heinous in reſped 
of God, who is made a Witneſs of that Covenant; and 
in this reſpect it was reaſonably done of him who er. 
cepted againſt the Teſtimony of an Adulterer, as againſti its 
Man perjured already ; heinous in reſpect of the Perſon ref 
who is made a Party to that Covenant, with whom weil the 
ſo carcleſly break our Faith and Loyalty; and laſtly, very Bc 
heinous in zeſpet of our Neighbour, whoſe Hedge we lea 
break down, and whoſe Enclolure we lay waſte, whilt WW pl 
we do not only in and defile and dithonour tha 575 
which is his moſt proper Poſſeſſion, that which is 2 In 
much his own as his own Body is, his Wife: Not only MW w 
diſhonour her, and her whole Family together, but we wi 
invade and encroach _— Inheritance alſo, by mak. ſi) 
ing our Baſtard his a ee me 
the Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate the Son of that Perſon, whom un 
of all Men living he has reaſon to deteſt, for having been de 
his cauſcleſs, bur moſt injurious Enemy. You ſee there-· La 
fore the Nature of the Crime here mentioned, how great w. 
a Sin it is in reſpect of the Impiety towards God, and I of 
how great it is alſo in reſpect of the Injury towards Men. 
It comes next to be conſidered, this Crime (as 
foul as it is) may be committed in the Heart only: He 
that Tooketh on a Woman to luſt after ber bath atread) 
committed Adultery in bis Heart. | 
In his Heart: That is, tho' he hath not committed it 
in the outward Act, but only in his Will and Intention, 
for indeed it is the Will only that gives the Stamp and 
the Value to the outward Actions; the ſame AR, in re- 
ſpect of ſeveral Intentions, may either be a bloody Mur- 
„ ot an haſty Manſlaughter, or an unfortunate Accident, 
® or 


or an innocent Defence, That which defiles a Man, Gith 
our Saviour, enters not into a Man, but cometh forth from 
within him, from the Heart; there's the Fountain that 
defiles the Stream, tis not the Stream that defiles the 
Fountam. __ 7 N ne 
That the Jews, at this Time, had, by their licentious 
and indulged Traditions and Gloſſes, very much defaced 
and darkened this Truth, and had an Opinion, very 
common to the Nation, that a Forbearance of the Out- 
ward Act only was all that the Law of God requited 


from them, may appear, both by the often and catneft 


Endeavours of our Saviour to affert the Divine Law to 
its primitive, and genuine, and ſpiritual Senſe, and to 
reſtore it to its univerſal Latitude and Obligation upon 
the Spirit of Man; as alſo by a Paſſage in the Twelfth 
Book of Joſephus's Antiquities z who being himſelf a 
learned, and a wiſe and well-born Perſon among the Peo- 
ple, yet takes Occaſion to wonder at the Error of * 
bius, the Grecian Hiſtorian (as he accounts it) That t 
Intention only of 3 in Antiochus was the Cauſe 
why he was purſued with Divine Vengeance, ending a 
wicked Life with a deſpairing and torturing Death; as if, 
ſays he, God uſed to punith Intentions only? So much 
more, you ſee, the Light of Nature only in a wiſe and 
un-intereſted Heathen was able to diſcover, than the Un- 
derſtanding of a Few, bred up to the Khow of the 
Law, and Leer whey and learned 1 be _ 
was betray' lin Prejudice, Tradition 
of his — N 7 | | | 
Foſepbus indeed were in the right, if we conſider Man 
only as a Citizen, as a Member and Part of a Commu- 
nity, ſo his Thoughts and Deſires can eome into no Ac- 
count; no Tribunal here upon Earth can take Cog- 
nizanee, or exerciſe Juriſdiction over that which paſſèes 
within a Man; if it proceed not to outward Act, as to 
human Law, he is reputed Innocent; and, even in ref} 
of God alſo, the outward Act being added, much aggra- 
vates the Fault, draws more Guilt and Puniſhment upon 
the Offender ; both becauſe, when we proceed fo far, we 
give a greater Declaration - ous Will fully and perfectly 


* 


6 | TL” 
cenſenting unto Sin; and becauſe we then only offer In- 
jury, and occaſion much more Sin and Scandal to others: 
Vet, notwithſtanding, tho the outward Act add to the 
Guilt, yet it does not cauſe it. Our Saviour's Doctrine 
- Ntands good ſtill, That which defiles a Man proceeds from 
within; there the ſpiritual Poiſon firſt ſpreads it ſelf ; the 
Sinfulneſs proceeds from the Obliquity of the Action, 
from the Unlawfulneſs, from the Diſagreement it hath 
with the Divine Law, which ought to be the Rule and 
Meaſure of all our Actions: It is the Tranſgreffion of that 
that makes a Sin, and the Tranſgreſſion of that, in this 
Particular, that makes this particular Sin. The Conſent 
of the Will to an unlawful] Deſire after a Woman, tho 
no outward Act follow, is that inward Adultery which 
our Saviour here ſpeaketh of, and fully comprehends the 
Nature of the Crime, which I promiſed to ſhe you. 
We come next to the Matter of the Fact, which is here 
double, Luſting and Looking; but firſt of Luſting. 
What this Luſt here is, tho many are guilty of it, yet 
perhaps there are many alſo that are ignorant what the 
exact Meaning of it is, that do not ſufficiently conceive 
the full Latitude and Extent of it; and they muſt indeed 
be more excuſable, becauſe it is a Point that even St. Pax! 
was once ignorant off: I bad not known Luft, ſays he, 
unleſs the Law had ſaid, thou ſhalt not „ OO. vii. 
What, did not St. Pæul, think we, know the Command- 
ment? or was. be ignorant of that which even Polybins, 
an Heathen, could diſcover, That the inward Conſent, 
the Intention and Reſolution to fin, was Sin? This certain- 
Iy cannot be the Meaning of this Place, there muſt be 
— higher Senſe of it tban ſo. St. James will help us 
to the beſt Expoſition of it [James i. 14.] Every Man, 
ſays he, ig tempted, when be is drawn away, and en- 
ticed by, bis gun Luſts; they move blindly and-ſuddenly 
to whatſoever is acceptable to the Fleſh, and delightful to 
the Senſe, without any Advice of Reaſon at all, without 
any Subjection to the Spirit of our Mind, without any 
conforming themſclues to that which ought to be the 
Rule of human Actions, the Law of God. Now certainly 
æhat which tempts to Evil, muſt needs. be evil it ſelf; that 
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- which is perfectly good cannot tempt us; therefore, « of 


St. James, God cannot do it, becauſe he is ſo. Whatſ⸗ 
ever does tempt us, therefore, muſt needs be evil; for 
Temptation to Sin being an evil Fruit, muſt needs pro- 


ceed from an evil Tree, a Tree that hath its Root as: 


deep as the firſt Sin of the firſt Man; and our originaF 


Corruption is the Cauſe that there is ——— Thing as 


unlawful. Luſt in us, unlawful, I fay, which is therefore 
evil, becauſe unagreeable and unconformable to the Law 


of God, therefore evil; becauſe rebelling againſt the Law- 


of our Mind, and ſo violating that Order and Harmony 
which God at firſt placed in our Soul. © 

But that we may more diſtinctly conceive the Luft that 
is here ſpoken of, and the true Nature of it, it is fit that 
we learn it of St. James [James v. 14. 15:.] where he 
diſcovers the Progreſs of it, and deſcribes to us the feve- 
ral Steps, and Riſes, aud Periods of this Evil. Every one 
is tempted, &c. 1 e - 

Out of which Words the Schools have obſerved three 
ſeveral Steps and Gradations of Sin, the Suggeſtion, the 
Delight, the Content. Firſt, the Suggeſtion, which is 
not, certainly (as ſome conceived} only when either our 
Memory or our. Senſe do propoſe to us an Object in it 
{elf delightful to the Senſes, the enjoying ws. is con- 
trary to the Law of God; but when it is propoſed to us 
under the Conſideration of being enjoy d, when, by the 
Help and Aſſiſtance of our Nature, and rebellious Cor - 
ruption, this very unlawful 3 is preſented and 
if to our Deſires, towards which the firſt Motions, 


the Starts, and Beckenings, and Twitches of our Defires 
are the firſt: Degree of Sin; then we are, as the Apoſtle 


lays, drawn away by our Lufts. "7169 4 

The next is, the Delight and Contentment that we 
take in the Contemplation of that unlawful Enjoying; 
2 * concei ves, laith St. James, for it conceives with 
Delight. AX . 

The laſt is, that expreſs and formal Conſent of the 
Will, to exerciſe and put in Practice what has been thus 


ſuggeſted, and ſo delightful unto us; then it becomes, as 


St. Paul ſays, compleat and per ſect Sin. And, indeed, 
„ 7 * ks 7 rr 


Woman, and the 


Man. The there's the inf 


the Delight, there's the deceived Woman; and the Con- 


| ſer, there's all Luſt; the Man, and then all is compleat. 
Now, to draw our Diſcourſe to a Head, after we have 


the Caſe: The Queſtion now to be ſtated 


| olved is, whether all or ſome only of theſe 


and 


are here meant by our Saviour, when he tell us, That he 


that looketh upon a Woman to luſt after ber, hath al. 
ready committed 1 „„ 
OConcerning the laſt, expreſs and formal Conſent of 
the Will to perform this Sin, I have al ſhew'd you, 
chat it is directly and properly that which our Saviour 
here calls the Adultery of the Heart: Concerning the ſe- 
cond there may ſeem to be ſome Di y ; I am not 
apt to make Sins that God hath not; and I ſhould be 
very ſhye of determining the Particular, but that I find 
thoſe w — very little among themſelves, Dominicans, 
Jeſuites, Lutherans, Caluiniſts, yet to agree upon this 
Point, that which they call Delectatio Moroſa; namely, 
that the Delight about enjoying an unlawful Object (if, at 
the leaſt, it have any Stay and Continuance with us} is 
alſo to be put in the ſame Rank with Conſent itlelf; be- 
cauſe the Will, tho' it do not ee conſent, yet im- 
7 it does; becaaſe ir does not curb and reſtrain, as, 
by Duty, it is bound to do; it offends as a Governour, 
tho not as an Actor; in ſuffering, tho not in doing; 
and that therefore even ſuch a Delight, in this — 1 
Sin, tho' we do not fully and reſolutely intend and pur- 
poſe to commit it, is alſo ed under this Aduke- 
ry of the Heart here ſpoken of by our Saviour. Laſtly, 


ing the firſt Degree, thoſe ſudden starts and firſt | 


Motions towards unlawful Acts, tho' they are evil in 
+ themſelves, out of God's Mercy, they ate not fo 

- mputed to that are in Chriſt: Not that the Nature 
of them . that of evil they ſhould become good; 
but that the 


they are not evil to Condemnation; that is, if we be 
* 3 allied 


compared to che thee 
2 in the firſt Sin of 


Su ion $ 3 


os. i lc th . ͤ an 


of them is changed; as to us-wards, . 
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afflicted and troubled, not pleaſed and delighted win 
them; they are left, as the Canaanites were amongſt the 
Iſraelites, to keep us humble towards God, and ſollicitous 
in our ſelves, to exerciſe us, not to ruin us. Not that we 
ſhould yield, but that we ſhould conquer; for our Virtue 
and Tryal,- not for our Deſtruction and Condemnation. 
Lou ſee now what this Luſting is our Saviour ſpe; 
of: We come next to the Looking, He that looketh, &c. 
Of which very briefly. hs aan, 
There may be ſeveral Senſes of thoſe Words, be that 
looketh to luſt; for this ede d antuunon, this ng 
here denotes either the Event of Looking, or the End of 
Looking: The Event of Looking, that is, he that Jooketh - 
and afterwards doth luſt; or the End of Looking, that 
is, he that looketh purpoſely that he may luſt : Concern- 
ing the latter of theſe, he that looketh purpoſely that he 
may luſt, he that employs his Senſes as Factors for his 
Luſts, to provide Fuel for that Fire, and to ſearch out 
Objects for thoſe unlawful Deſires ; he that, as the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, bat Eyes full of Adultery, and therefore look- 
ech that he may luſt; of ſuch. a Perſon as this we ſhall - 
make no Scruple to determine, that he directly falls under 
; our Saviour's Cenſure here, and is one of thoſe that has 
* already committed Adultery in his Heart. 
- Concerning the other; he that looketh only, and aſter- 
- wards luſteth, the' in that Look of his he had no ſuch 
2 Intention, yet, if his Curioſity or his Negligence be ſo 
2 Rr that he has no Caie at all of his Senſes, that ſuffers 
2 5 Ey 


es to run at Random, and makes no manner of 
Covenant with them, and ſets no Watch upon thoſeè Win- 
dows, at which Death may enter in; if he ſo look that 
he do luſt; if this Event do enſue upon him, by his own - 
Default; if his Soul be ſo like a City without Gates and 
Bars, that all Objects are ſuffer'd ro enter in without Con- 
troul; if he have no Cate at all of the firſt Degree of Sin, 
which is the Suggeſtion, but entertains a Parley with this 
Serpent, and either negligently-or curiouſly leads himſelf 
into Temptation; if, upon that Suggeſtion, there follow 
Delight, and with that Delight Sin conceives (much more 


if it proceed for far as to Conſent, and fo Sin become per 
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fect and conſummate) tho? 1 pity his Caſe much more 
than the former, yet I dare e him from the 
Guilt, but muſt render him up to the Cenſure of our 


Saviour here, and, not out of my Severity, but out of my 


Affection and Care of his Soul, and his eternal Good, 
muſt tell him, plainly and friendly, that I do more than 
fear, that ſuch a Look, with ſuch an Event ing 


ery in the Heart. 3 8 
I have at the length diſcovered to you the Nature both 
of the Crime and of the Fact, and have ſtared the Caſe 


and given you fuch Reaſons as to me ſeem concluding, 
why, and in what Senſe this Fact of looking after a Wo- 


man to luſt after her ought to be reputed the committi 
Adulkery in one's Heart. I come next to propoſe fu 
Motives to your Affections, to avoid this Crime, and 


take heed of this Fact, as have offer'd themſelves to my 


Conſideration; and firſt concerning Adultery. | 
Bur what ſhall I ſay of Adukery in an Aſſembly of 
and 


_ Chriſtians, eſpecially of ſuch Chriſtians as I 


am perſwaded are here preſent to hear me? à Crime ſo 
impious towards God, and ſo unjuſt towards Men, ſo 
unclean againſt our ſelves : This is a Crime, ſays Job, 


to be puniſh'd by the Judges; the Purity of the Law of 
Chriſt needs not trouble it {elf about fo foul a Sin as this 
is; civil Laws ought to take Notice and punith this; 
human Society cannot ſubſiſt with this Sin; a Crime that 


breaks thro' all Covenants, confounds all Races and Fa- 
milies, diſturbs and unſettles all Inheritances, and fills the 
whole World with Tumult and Madneſs and Confuſion. 
O! my beloved Brethren, we need ſeek no further Cauſe 


of the Confuſion of this State, than to have this Crime 


frequent amongſt us; of this ſays our Saviour, Diadtum 
eſt antiquis, long ago this Sin has been forbidden, it has 
been * abominable ever ſince Mankind has been up- 

rh; in the darkeſt Times no Nation ſo barba- 
rous as not to acknowledge it; and, in the wickedeſt of 


Times (wonder not at my Expreſſions) no Nation ſo ex- 


tteamly civil as yet to forget it; even thoſe Prodigies of 


Luſt and Blood, the Roman Tyrants themſelves, enacted 


Laws 


8838S SD ESMPESESHOLPES POSE rss 


E 


. 209 7 29 


<= 


„ Or wo 


„ ao OO > 


T& 1] 1 


Laws and Penalties againſt it; and, therefore, for m 
Part, methinks I find my ſelf in the ſame Condition as 


chat Law-giver was, who refuſed to make a Law againſt 


Parricide, becauſe he preſumed no body would commit 
it; and therefore he was loth to hatch it, by forbidding 
of it; for it is of a much leſſer Sin than this, tho' of it 
ſelf great enough, God knows, that St. Paul ſays, Let it 
not once be named amongſt Chriſtians ; and therefore, of 
this Sin, I hope we ſhall be ſo far from the Impadence 
rw gr fre that we thall not fo much as have the Sin- 
fulneſs of t 


pgs come For let us conſider, I beſcech 


you, only two ves upon which St. Paul perſwades 
us to avoid Fornication, much more Adultery ; you: ſhall 
find them in the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians (a People 
whoſe City was very notorious for that Vice) and the ſixth 


of that Epiſtle; the Motives are, briefly, theſe: 


That they ſhould t re forbear that Sin, becauſe their 
Members were Members of Chriſt, and becauſe: allo 

Clergy ſa ing ſometimes concerning Sacrilege, 
n _—_— 
Labour ; but whether that which we call Sacrilege be fo 
or no, God will one Day judge; and I am horribly afraid 
leſt he be j 1 : But, I ſay, be that as it will, 
I am ſure, that whi 


ich St. Paul (| of here is Sacrilege 
to the Purpoſe, to prophane the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 


a Temple which God bas made, and not Man, a Temple 
in which God inhabits, wherein the Holy Ghoſt does 


truly and literally dwell and reſide ; to pro this, not 
only to worldly Buſineſs, but to finful Buſineſs, to Luſt, 
to Uncleanneſs, to Fornication; to take the Members of 


Chriſt, and make them the Members of an Harlot, as 
the Apoſtle ſays; certainly, my Brethren, it is the moſt 
rhetorical, the moſt emphatical Expreflion in the whole 
Bible; the Members of Chriſt, ſo pure, ſo holy, fo chaſte, 
ſo honourable; and to make theſe the Members of an 
Harlot; an Haylot ! What's that? Why, what is it but 
the Common Se wer that receives all Filth of the 
Town? 1 humbly crave your Pardon for my Expreſſion; 
it is indeed too ſhort, it is not home enough: Alas! this 

| receives 


ly Ghoſt. Beloved, we of 
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receives but the natural Filthineſs, but the other receive; 
all the moral Filthineſs. We would account it an horrid 
thing, for one to take the Body of Chriſt, and tread it 
in the Dirt under his Feet, and tumble it up and down in 
the Kennel; why, it is much worſe to take his Member; 
and make them the Members of an Harlot ; a Creature 
that is made up of Luſt and Impudence, and the Abſence iſ 
of all Virtue, more diſeaſed in her Soul than ſhe is in het 
Body; not only moſt abominable to vertuous Minds, but 
even to thoſe Perſons themſeſyes that make uſe of her; 
nay, I am perſwaded, at that very Time when they ate 
carried long with the violent Rage of their impetu- 
yo Luſt; and * — the _— m_ of an D. 
why, tis not le the Apoſtle th ive a hi 
Beloved, we are apt to think, that our Members art 
our own, that we may do what we liſt with them; bit 
St. Paul will tell us, we are much deceived ; You are 
bought with @ Price, ſays he in the laſt Verſe, you arc 
none of your own: A Price, what Price is that? Not 
_ thoſe Corruptible Things of Silver and Gold, but with 
the precious Blood of the Son of God; and, after all this 
Coſt beſtowed upon us, ſhall we ſo unworthily employ 
that which has ſo dearly purchaſed, ſhall we any 
; longer fin againſt our own Bodies, with this Foulneſs of 
Fornication ; ſhall we ſo prophane the Temples of the 
Holy Spirit, and fo horribly pollute and defile the Mem- 
bers of the Body of the Son of God! O conſider this, 
ou that forget God, leſt he pluck you away, and there 
none to deliver you! O confider, I beſeech you, that 
if you be once pluckt away from being Members of him 
who is the Saviour of the World, there can no manner 
of Deliverance be left either for your Body or your Soul! 
| I have done with this Part, I pray God we have done 
with the fame alſo ; I come next to ſpeak of the ſecond 
Part, which is, the Adultery of the Heart. 5 
And of this, certainly, many muſt plead Guilty that 
ate innocent as to the other; and indeed the Guilt of this 
is fo much leſs, as the Damnation of one alone is lets 
chan the Damnation of two together; for the 2 


claimed 


„ 
of the Body cannot be committed by a ſingle Perſon; 
two together muſt be involved in that Guilt; that's an 
Aggravation that I did not tell you of before, and, cer - 
tainly, it is a Conſideration that will one Day fall heavy, 
and — like a Talent of Lead upon the Souls of the Adul- 
terers and Fornicators; that when one of them is reclaim- 


ea from the Errors of their Way, the other runs ſtill ar 


Riot in their former Sins, drenched in the Habits of 
thoſe Luſts which they have cheriſhed and contracted to- 
gether, eaſy to be corrupted, but not ſo eaſy to be re- 


tance, the other, with Impenitency, to Death and Dam- 
nation: O! think, think, beforehand, what ſad Thoughts 
concerning this Particular muſt one Day poſſeſs you! 
how cloſe, how heavy it will fit to your Souls to have 
been the Authors of another's unrepented Sins, and the 
Inſtruments of another's Miſery for ever; how foul, how 
black, how foolith this Wickedneſs will then appear to 
you! chat the Horror will then be ſo great to you, that 
you will eſteem them to be in a Degree of Bleſſedneſs 
that have no Sins to account for but their own ; and, in 
reſpect of this Adultery of the Body, will repute it ſome 
22 towards Innocence, to have committed only 
Adultery of the Hears. . 5 
How great therefore muſt the other Crime be, in reſpect 


of which this, here ſo condemned by our Saviour, looks 


like Innocence, and, indeed, well does it deſerve to be fo 
condemned, for alas ! what Thanks is it to us, if we 
have had the Conſent to fin, tho' nor the Opportunity ? 
It we have forborn, only becauſe we have wanted 
Confidence of ſolliciting, or the Probability of couſenting, 
or the Conveniency of attaining it? If we have therefore 
only been jeſs guilty becauſe God, in his Mercy, has not 


permitted it in our Power to be more! 


The Will is reckoned for the Deed in the Sight of God 
miſerable were we if it were not ſo in our good Works, 
and therefore it is but juſt it ſhould be ſo in our ill 
Works too ; before his Eyes all Things are naked, fa 
the Prophet; but he tryeth the Heart and Reins, ſeare 
eth into the inward Parts and Corners of our rn 


z the one going to Life with Pardon and Repen- 
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[aan Judgment, muſt content it ſelf with the Appearance 


only; all the Hypotbeſes, the Suppoſitions that we can 
— * here * be 1 to the Phenomeng 
only, when we have ſolved them, and many times before 
that alſo our Buſineſs is done; but God he ſees the Courk 
and Order of our Thoughts, underſtands them long be. 


fore, ſays the Pſalmiſt, judges them by their Cauſe, 


diſcerns the N from whence they flow, the End to 
which they run, the Rule by which they are meaſured. 
O! if we would take the Omniſcience and this Omni. 
preſence of God a little more to Heart, what manner « 
Perſons would we be in all Holineſs of Converſation? 
What foul Sins would we forbear, our of Awfulneſs to 
the Preſence of that infinite Majeſty > Whereas, for wan 
of this, what a goodly Spectacle, think you, in the Sight 


of God, are ſome medirating Hearts! 


We ſhould account it an horrid thing, if any-ſhould 
ſo void of Shame as to commit Adultery in publick, 
much more if he ſhould do it in a Church; much more 


then if he ſhould do it before the whole Congregation, 


and that alſo at the Time when our Prayers were offered 
to God, or his Meſſage delivered to us; ſuch an AR 
ſure we thould repute a Sacrilegious Impudence; and there 
would not be ſome Phineas wanting, that would be 


de ſtrike-thro' ſuch a Zimri with his Javelin; yet, 
mt 


Sight of that God that made the World, in the 


Preſence of him who is the Judge of Spirits, how often 


do we commit this Adultery of the: Heart, in private, 
in publick, in the great Aſſembly 2-1 will not ſay in the 
Church, at the time of Prayers, of Sermon, even of this 
Sermon, whilſt I am raking againſt it, and that ſome 
come hithet only for very Purpoſe; yet ſome there 
are that ſtick not to ſay, ſo I would not pray for any Siu, 
yet I pray God this be rather Malice than Truth; but 
if any have been fo miſerably guilty, as to come hither 
with fo foul an Intention, I hope God has this Day met 
bim in his Way, as the Angel did the Madneſs of the 
Prophet, and that from henceforth he will proceed no 
further; take heed, fin ſo. no more, leſt a worſe thing 
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nc Bur I am weary of this Dunghil, I have dwelt too long 
can in the Stench of it; I pafs therefore to my third Part, 
from the Crime to the r of Fact, He that looketh on 
or Ml « Woman to luſt after ber; he that luſteth. + 2 
ne Aud here firſt of all (that we may refreſh our ſelves 
be. W wich a better Proſpe& than we have hitherto had) let us 
les, Wafcſt conſider the extream and wonderful Purity of the Law 
to Wl of Chriſt, that troubles not it ſelf about outward Actions, 
contents not itſelf with the Conſent of the Will, but for- 

i- bids the 77 of the Appetite, and takes Care even of 

of Wl the prime Affections and firſt Motions of the Heart to ſin; 

n for, as I told you in the Beginning, tho' theſe firſt Mo- 

to tions ſhall not condemn us, yet it is not becauſe they are 

am W not evil in themſelves, but becauſe they are not ſo imputed 

ont to us; God lays not aſide his Fuſtice, but he takes to 
him his Mercy; he ſees thoſe Motions, and he ſees 

be Wl them as Sins, but he ſees the Mediator too; nay, he 

ck, both ſees and hates theſe firſt Motions ; but it is as a 

ore WM Phyſician ſees the Diſeaſe of his beloved Son, whom he 

20, does not therefore hate, becauſe he has that Diſeaſe ; he 

red hates the Diſeaſe, but he loves his Son, and would there- 

\t fore deſtroy the Diſeaſe, that he may fave the Child. 

ere How much therefore ought we ro humble our ſelves 

be before this gracious God? "Humble our ſelves before his 

ct, MW. Juſtice, when we confider our own Deſerts, and humble 

the our ſelves before bis Mercy, when we conſider his Readi- 

den neſs to pardon, and his Willingneſs to amend us? How a 

de, ought we to put on ſuch Affections to our ſelves as he hass 

tlie towards us, to love our Perſons, and to hate our Corrupti- 1 

his ons: If we be pleaſed, if we be delighted with them, | 

mc there's no Hope of Cure, nay, there's no Hope of Par- | 

cre don; we every Minute grow ſicker and ſicker, till we 

un, are ſick unto Death; if we will recover our loſt Health, 

ut W we muſt grieve, we muſt be angry with theſe Luſts, 

cr WF charm them away with our Prayers, wear them away 

ict with Faſting, vex them away with Labour; let a charita- 

be ble Induſtry employ thoſe Affections that break into Luſt; 

no W let it come forth in Fruit, tha: would run out in Weeds; 

g tbe Hcart of Man will ſtill be putting out ſomewhat ; if 

Grace work not, Corruption will; if our Heart be ſuffer d 
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um Pool, we muſt exipode the: Sirfar 
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 Faineſs of Brend, and Idleneſs to boot, we | 
even the Sins of Sodom to "air; God 

into our n 


Woman that we after her, which is 
Fog mens fo wy 
Aud here 1:iuſt not paſs by.s (AL 
St. Chryſoftome upon this Text of our Saviour, He that 
tooketh upon 4 Woman, &cc. chat tho', at the firſt Bluh, 
7 to be Durns Senmo, a hard Saying ; and 
aj yo cry out, with the Diſciples, ho can bear 
it yet, ive eonfider it well, fays he, it will appear to 
have mo of Gentleneſs and Lenny, than of Hardneſs 
and Severity: Had our Saviour, indeed, enjoyned us to 
r 
5 to many Men, as if he had bidden them to 
land b che Fire, and yet forbidden them to be warm; l 
but, when le ſorewarns us of our Danger, and ſhews I Ey 
how wo iwald fey when he tells us, if we be apt to luſt, WW thi 
we ſhould take Care not to look, this, ſure, is Mercy be 


and Lenity ; for tis as if a Friend ſhould thus adviſe us; W ne 
bas Drunkenneſs, at any Time, put you in Danger of W m. 
your Life, and are yoù apt to be overcome with Wine W Pa 


when you dtink 2 If you have not the Gift of Temperance, fo 
+ forbear it altogether; better to drink no Wine at all, than IE tb 
o be in Danger of Death by it. 80 our Saviour here, be 
Can you: not make a Covenant with your Heart not to IiW 5: 
luſt ? Why chen make a Covenant with your Eyes not ro If 
look: I am fire that is in your Power; if you would W 2: 
not ſin, do not run into Temptation th 

But you will ſay, Why, to what End was Beauty made M 


2 then, if it were not made to be ſeen and looked upon: to 
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| 6 — all things into the firſt Chaos, 
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makes Li _— nk for what Uſe is thereof Light, WW 
if Uglis muſt be ec ually Arens 7 80 wiſe = 
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we argue for dur on Deſttuction; the Light we know is 
2 beautiful Creature, and a pleaſant thing it is to bebold the 


lt 


Sun, lays Solomon; yet we think it very reaſonable for the 
Phyſician to ſay to- us, are your Eyes fore 2 Then forbear 


to look upon the beautiful ight; and in the time 


we do not think it reaſonable for the Phyſician of our Souls 
to ſay to us, are your Eyes luſtful? Then forbear to look 
upon: that beautiful Woman: Yes, perhaps, we begin to 
think it ſome what reaſonable, but we ſtruggle againſt it 
with Grudging and Diſcontent, juſt as the. ſick Man does 
againſt his Phyſician, that, out of his Care to him, has 
ſtrictly forbidden ſuch or ſuch a Meat; he thinks fit to obey 
at a, but with ſuch a Repining, ſuch a Languiſhing, 
and unwilling Obedience, as if he had now no Pleaſure 
left in Life; as if it were all one to him, to refrain this, and 
5 dye; what Care now has — Ph _ _ lo 8 
o wrangling an Appetite, but to deal plainly with him, 
3 i. be lea, but, if he do, he will certain- 
y dye? So here, what! take away all Pleaſure of Life! no 
looking upon that beautiful Sex! as good then pull out our 
Eyes allo. Right, ſays our Saviour (rèſolutely ſhaking off 
this wrangling Sophiſtry) not only as „ but you had 
better do ſo than luſt. If tbine Rye offend, ſays he in the 

next Verfe, yea, though it be thy right Eye, moſt dear, 
moſt uſeful to thee, yet pluck it out, though it be with 
Pain, and caſt it from-tbee ; though it be with R 3 
for thine Eyes were given thee for thy Benefit, to direct 
thee in thy way; not to be unto thee an Occaſion of falling; 
better one of thy Members ſhould periſh, than thy whole 
Body be caſt into Hell: It thine Eye be more wortir than 
thy whole Body, if to look with the Danger of luſting be 
a greater Pleaſure than the Sufferings of. Hell-fire be a Pain, 


then look on and ſpare not; but if, as the Prophet ſays, No 


Man can dwell withperpetual Burnings,then ſure it is better 
to forbear a ſhort Pleaſure, than to hazard eternal Torment. 
Well, perhaps, at laſt we are reſolved to obey this Pre- 

cept, yet our Nature is ready to cry out Durus Sermo, 
tis a hard Task tho'; and to ſinful Men it is fo indeed? 

My Bretheren, I beſeech God, every Day, to make it eaſier 
to every one of us; but remember, withal, that Hell's an 
N 5 _ 


[a] 

ill Place; and Heaven is a very good one; that Chriſt 
hath performed a much harder Task for our Sakes; that 
the Buſineſs we are now upon is Matter either of eternal 
Death or eternal Life; that ſtrait is the Gate, and nay. 
row is the Way that leadeth to that Life, and few ther, 
be that find it; that Heaven is enter d by Violence, ani 
the Violent take it by Force, not gerting thither unleſs we 
offer Force and Violence to our Corruptions and Luſts, 
and put a Curb and Reſtraint upon our natural Inclina- 
tions, a Watch and a Guard upon our outward Senſes: 
I confeſs it is a hard Task; but, that I may make it more 
ealy to you, I ſhall now ſay fomewhart to the other Sex, 
1 1 ſhall, at laſt, turn my Diſcourſe from thoſe that 

look, to thoſe that are looked * — 
For you are they that muſt aſſiſt in this Cure, and con- 
tribute your Part to the Obſervation of this Precept of our 
Saviour; for as God hath committed to Men the Protecti- 
on of your Safety, ſo alſo he hath intruſted to you the 
Conſervation of their Chaſtiry. To look upon you (as 
things are carried by the Cuſtom of this Country) for the 
moſt part lies wholly in their Power, but to look fo that 
not luſt, that commonly lies very much in yours; 
for let the Fruit be never fo pleaſant to the Eye, if there 
be no Hope that it will be fit for Food, the Serpent will 
bayvye but little Encouragement for his Temptation: It may, 
indeed, fall out, that if Angels themſelves ſhould deſcend 
from Heaven, and appear cloathed in human Beauty, 
there may not. want ſuch Sons of Belial, that may even 
break thro' .a Door to attempt their Chaſtity ; but theſe 
are the Children of Sodom. Our Cities have few ſuch 
Inhabitants; few Men are come to that Excellency of 
Wickedueſs, as to be like Satan himſelf, who delights to 
tempt the Vertuous moſt; no, no, that wretched miſ- 
call d Love, that has ſeduced ſo many Souls to their Ruin; 


that which our Saviour calls by its true Name, how gen- 


tle ſoever we may think fit to deal with it; that which is 
indeed our Jdleneſs is made our Buſineſs, has not yer ar- 
rjved to ſuch Poetical Tasks, as to have Impoſlibility for 
its Object; they are Fools only which fit down to view 
2 Stxength which themſelves eſtecm impregnable. 
EE a A Woman 
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A Woman certainly may, if ſhe pleaſe, carry herſelf 
with. that Gallantneſs of Chaſtity, and be ſo fortified by 
2 publick Reputation, that, even in the midſt of a crook- 
ed Generation, when weaker Places are daily taken in 
about her, yet the may ſtand. alone, not only unconquer- 
ed and unattempted, but even unhoped for and undeſired z 
ſhe may be ſo conſecrated, by her known Vertues, that 
nothing that is vile, -nothing that has bur Suſpicion of 
Evil, thall dare to approach her; that we ſhall not have 
the Confidence to dart any Look to her Face that we 
would not ſend up towards Heaven; nor preſent any Suit 
to that Ear, that we would not bring to S Temple and 
the Altar. And, as when we ſee a comely and magnificent 
Structure dedicated to the divine Service, it adds an Ad- 
vantage even to rg Thoughts, and ſtrikes religious Re- 
verence into all 
things to be conſecrated to God (which, were they ap- 
fed even to ill Uſes, would yet retain in themſelves an 
inherent Excellency) dbes, even by our Senſes, lead us 
on to Devotion, and cauſes a ſecret and happy Conſent 
and Harmony between the ſpiritual and ſenlible 
Man, in holy Duties; ſo alſo thoſe Perſons whom God 
hath built in an extraordinary manner, and indued wich 
Beauty above others; if theſe, I ſay, in an Age, and Com- 
1 and Conſtitution ripe for Delight, and ſeaſoned 
r Pleaſure, ſhall yet conſecrate themſelves to God and. 
his Service, by Works of Piety and Charity ; and nor 
only by an unblemiſhed Life, but by pure and unſpotted 
Thoug to, preſerve themſelves either in a ſingle or conju- 
gal Chaſtity; O what Good is there that theſe Perſons 
may not do! How many Men may they conduct to 
Heaven, that perhaps might have been ſo unhappy as to 
have followed, had they led on, to Hell? What a Teſti+ 
mony will it be to Religion, to ſee the beſt and choiceſt 
things thus conſecrated to it? How will they be like the 
Fat of the Sacrifice to increaſe Mens Devotion! And how 
exceedingly, to the Honour of their Creator, will they be 
able to employ that natural Dominion that Beauty enjoys 
oyer the Hearts of the Spectatorss. 


ä Forr 


ober Men, whilſt the very beholding theſe = 


Part of 
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For, Beloved, I hope we are not ſo vain, or ſo wicked, 

as to think chat Beauty is none of God's Gifts ; ſure, if 

it be, ir may be employed to his Glory; Men may behol4 


it to their Benefit, r Took upon it to luſt. God 


has not ſent it into the World, as a Trap and a Snare, 
only to do Miſchief; and given it fo great a Power 
over the Soul of Man, only to deſtroy it; no, no; we 
read, in the Ecclefraſtial Story, how great an r 
towards the Converſion of the firſt Chriſtian Kin 
France, proceeded from the Beauty and 1 2 $ : 
his Chriſtian 2 And, even in our E 
we find thus much; that God ſtirred 4 7 N Ban 7 
Gregory, the Pope, to ſend Preachers to our Saxon 
Anceſtors, only by beholding the Comelineſs of ſome of 
the Inhabitants, 8 Priſoners at Rome; and, in the 
wonderful Providence of God, it was ſo diſpoſed, that 
the firſt Occaſion of the Converſion of this Nation was, 
the Beauty of the People. 

Thus, you ſee, God has plac'd it in your Power to be 
the Inſtruments either of much Good or much Evil, and 

it to your Choice, whether you will lead after you a 
5 4 — Retinue of Hearts towards him, or towards 
Enemy 

1 Gope nour here will be Authors of s Deen from 
God; none that will be like the Idolaters Temple, fair 
and goodly without, but within contain nothing but an 
Ape or a Goat, or ſome more deformed Monſter; none 
2 fo ſets out herſelf, that ſhe may be look- 
ed on, chat ſhe may be luſted after; that even deſires to 
be an Object of the Sins of Men, and accounts it her 
Glory that ſhe has been to many an Occaſion of falling; 
if there be, I muſt tell her, plainly, that the Fire of 
Luſt cannot be kindled withour the Fire of Hell too. If ſhe 
ce nn endure this hereafter, let her pleaſe herſelf in kindling 

tha here. But I hope there arc none preſent whom this 

Admonition may concern. 

Only to thoſe who have learned Chriſt, I have a few 
more Words to ſay, and that is, That they will but ſeri- 
ouſly conſider one Expreſſi 


of St. Paul; it is an Ex- 
preſſion which before they have heard of in this _ 
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and it is only theſe Words: As it becomes Women pro ſeſſing 
Godlineſs ; that they would but throughly weigh the 
Emphaſis of theſe Words pro feſſing Godlineſs. Can it. 
ſtand with the Profeſſion of Godlinels to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt before Men? When you have been converſing with 
him in a good Book, or a good Diſcourſe, or a good 
Prayer, or a good Meditation, and lewd Company break 
in upon you, can it become you to be aſhamed of any 
pood Words as long as they are there? Not to afford one 
Word in Behalf of Chriſt in that ill Company; but blunt- 
ly to ſay to him, Lord, I deſire thee to leave me now, 
and to come again, at Night, to me, by my Bed's Side, 
or to-morrow Morning, in my Cloſet; I muſt now 
comply with this Company: We muſt diſcourſe who 
loves and is beloved; call that Love which thou call'ſt 
Adultery ; give ic a gentler Name ; put a Bait on the 
Hook, that it may be ſure to be ſwallowed ; or, if not 
bear our Parts of the Diſcourſe, yet give Aim, at leaſt, 
let the Sin receive ſome Countenance from us, and our Re- 
putation of Godlineſs be fo far from giving a Reproof, 
that we ſhew not the leaſt Diſlike; rather be rude to 
thee than them. Can this, think you, become Women 
that proſeſe Godlineſs. 558 

Much leſs can it become you to ſuffer Men to make 
ſuch Addreſſes to you as your ſelves know to be wholly 
repugnant to the Law of Chriſt, and extreamly contrary 
to the modeſt Retitedneſs of your vertuous Anceſtors z to 
call that Friendſhip which neither tends ro Honour here, 


nor Salvation hereafter : If, indeed, it be F riendſhip, 


ſure we ſhall, with Comfort, remember it at our Pray- 


ets; 1 would we could gladly think of that and God to- 


gether ; however, ſo it becometh Women profeſſing God- 
lineſs to do. I am ſure it does not become them, when 
they might be as an Apple of the Tree of Life, to lead 
Men to hleſſedneſs, to ſuffer themſelves to be made an 
1 of Good and Evil, to lead Men into Temptation; 
to be once patient to be looked upon, that they may be 
luſted after; rather, with Moſes, to caſt a Veil over their 
Faces, if, ar any Time, eſpecially ar Prayer Time, there 
be ſuch a Glory in it, that it cannot be beheld, without 


f „ wn 
Offence. Sure it will be a Trouble to us, one Day, even 
inſt our Will, to have been an Occaſion of other Meng 
; and, how light ſpever we may eſteem of thoſe 
Wounds we thus make, yet all our Skill will not make 


— ap no Phyſician can cure them but the Holy 
- Spirit, and no 


I no Medicine can heal them but the Blood of 
Son of God. O conſider, therefore, the Words 1 


| have handled, how great the Crime, how dangerous the 
Fact! If you will not confider them, conſider, ar leaſt, 


who it is that ſays here, I ſay wnto you. I who love 
your Souls more than the World does your Body ; I who 
certainly underſtand your Sins, for I have borne them all, 
and exactiy weigh'd the leaſt of them; laſtly, I who muſt 
judge thoſe Sins, and give Sentence upon them, according 
as my ſelf, and not any of you, have named them: 
Conſider, I fay, what it is that is ſpoken, and who it is 
chat ſpeaks it, and I doubt not but your Practice will be 
thereafter. Which God, of his infinite Goodneſs and 
Mercy, grant, for Chriſt Jeſus his Sake: To whom, 
with the Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt, three glorious 
Perſons, and one ever living and bleſſed God, be given 
and aſcribed, both by us and all the World, as is 
moſt right and due, all Honour and Glory, all Power 


and Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, Dignity Dominion, 


both now, 


» and for evermore. Amen. 
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THE 


BRIDE- WOMAN's 
COUNSELLER. 


A SE RM ON Preached at a Wed- 
ding, May 11. 1699, at Sherbon 
in Dorſeroire. 1 


The EPISTLE to the READER. 


CovnrTzous RzADSR, 


HEN thou haſt peruſed this Diſcourſe, thou 

wilt ſee Cauſe enough to believe me, if I tell 
thee, it was — only for the Pulpit, not for the 
Preſs ; but it bath ſo fallen out, that the Doctrine 
therein contained is ſo unbappily repreſented to the 
World, by ſome ill-natur'd ee that I am neceſſs- 
tated to offer it to @ public View; by Means of which, 
tho' I ſhould purchaſe the Character of a Blockbead, yet I 
bope I ſhall get the Advantage of convincing the World 
that I am not ſuch an impudent Villain as my waſpiſh 
Accuſers have reported me to be. Be it unto 
thee, Reader, whoſoever thou art, that I have not met 
with one Woman, among all my Accuſers, whoſe Husband 


ts able to give ber the Character of a dutiful and obedi- 


ent Wife. I obſerve alſo, that good Wives are no more 
offended with my Diſcourſe, than modeſt Matrons are 
when vile Strumpets are painted in their proper Colours ; 


ie moſt that ſuch have 10 ſay is, tbat I might 2 
one 


* 


to preſent the 


2 L 80] 08 
done well to have ſaid as much to the Men; which, fo 
their Satisſaction, I promiſe to de, when I ſee this Diſ. 
courſe bath bad that bappy * as to reform thoſe 
imperious Wives, who never think their Husband's love 
them well, unleſs they will obey them too. 
Upon the whole, I find, tis Women's Guilt which 
makes them ſo uneaſy, and puts them to that Pain which 
they feel in their Conſciences, for which I know no bet. 
ter an Anodyne than @ ſpeedy Repentance and Re forma- 
tion; which if they neglect, in Deſpight of all their 
loud Noiſe and Clamours, the Truths which I here pub- 
liſh will purſue them to Judgment, aud there witneſs 
againſt them, not only as Traitors to their Husband, 
whoſe Authority they uſurp, but as Rebels to the Great 
Monarch of the World, whoſe ſacred Laws they impiouſly 
violate. 3 . 5 | 


Farewel. 


1 COR. vii. 34. 


But ſbe that is married careth for the Things of the 


World, bow ſhe mpy pleaſe ber Husband. 


; * - 


EE Word careth, in the Original ſigni- 
= {$1 ficth more than ordinary Care, and im- 
$a dies a dividing of che Mind into divers 

W ghes, caſting this Way, and that 
| 4 Way, and every Way, how to give the 
== beſt Content. Finding no other Verbal 
Difficulties, I ſhall leave Words, and 
and ſhall lay the Foundation of my Dil- 


It is 4 Duty incumbent on all married Women, to be 


From which Doctrine I ſhall take Occaſion faithfully 
Duty of married Women to their Huſbands. 

© Objedion, And why fo? (may the Women ſay) why 
could not you have pitch'd upon Ver. 33, and 5 taken 
— | | ccaſion 


occaſion from thence to have told thatried Men their 
„ Duty to their Wives? Or, if we muſt be told our Duty, 
iſ- y could you not have come to a Compoſition wich us, and 


'ofe MW Live brought our Huſbands in to have ſhared with us? 


ove iN Anſwer. Truly 1 foreſav not only theſe, but a whole 
lian of female Objeions would be ftatted againft my 


ih peßgn; but, if Reaſon' may take Place, IL hope I am 
ich able to filence them all: And here, amongſt the many Rea- 
et. ſons which might be produc d to juſtify my Attempt, I 
14. ſhall caly offer to your Conſideration theſe fem. 
eir 1. Becauſe the Woman's is harder and mote 
vb- WF difficult than that of the Man: Precepts for Ruling and 
eſs Governing are mote taking, and have a more pleaſing 
7, Reliſh than thoſe which enjoyn Subjection and Obedience: 
at rou Women will acknowledge, Men can learn to 
command and rule faſt enough, which, as Huſbands, 
ought to do; but tis very rare to find that Women 
karn ſo faſt to ſubmit and obey, which, as Wives, they 
ought to do: Women have need of Line apon Line, 
Precept upon Precept, bere a little, and there a little, 
and all little enough to make — in their Leſſon. 
2. Becauſe Women are of Capacities to learn 
than Men; and therefore, when they have a hard and 
difficult Leſſon to learn, and but weak Abilities to learn 
it, they had need of more Help and Aſſiſtantt offered 
them: And ſo it behoves us not only to tell them their 
* Duty, in Conjunction with their Husbands, but alſo to 
teach them ſingly and by themſelves. | 4s 
* 3. Becauſe that oa oy the Obſervation which I 
have made) moſt of thoſe Biſtractions and Diſturbances 
1 


which have attended a married Life, and that have 
brought ſo much Reproach and Diſgrace on that honoura- 

ble State, are owing to the Indiſcretion and Folly, if not 

to the Obſtinacy and Stubbornneſs of diſobedient Wives; 
and 1 ſhall not ſcruple to affirm, that the Number of thoſe 
bad Huſbands, which their Wives have made fo, is 
eater, by far, than the Number of thoſe whom their 
Wives have Found ſo when they were firſt married. 
4. Becauſe the Love of a Husband does very much de- 
gend upon the Obedience of a Wite; gents” = 


|  Effcning their Number, or preventing their Increaſe, 1 


[8] 5 

Obſtinacy, in a Wife, may check and quench the Af. 
fections of an Husband, — are no proper Methods to 
Eindle and enflame themſelves. When the Wife becomes 
pliant and yielding to ber Huſband's Will and Deſire, 
| ſhe then leads him Captive, at her Pleaſure, and leaves 
him ſo faſt bound in the Golden Fetters of Love, that 
ſhe may do even with him what ſhe pleaſes. An obedi. 
ent Wife, ſays one, is the likelieſt Woman in the Worlt 
to command ber Husband. So that, in plain Terms, you 
are more afraid than burt; and, inſtead of being ſo 
ſcrupulous about having your Duty told you, you ſhould 
uſe your utmoſt Diligence to learn and practiſe it, if evet 
you mean to have your Husbands loving and kind to 
F. Becauſe that all that 1 to is, to lay your Du- 
ty before you; aud ſhall It become your Enemy, 
becauſe I am come to tell you the Truth? As for good 
Wives, the Knowledge and Practice of their Duty is ſo 
comfortable and pleaſant to them, that I am ſure they 
are not liſted in the Number of theſe Objectors; and 1 
wiſh, that where there is one of theſe there were a thou- 
ſand; as for bad ones, I am ſure they have need of bein 
told their Duty, more than a little; and of this Sort I wit 
there were none at all: And if, by my poor Endeavours 
in this Diſcourſe, I can but be inſtrumental either of 


ſhall obtain my. End. Under the Shelter of theſe Reaſons 
I ſhall adventure, in the Face of all Objections, to purſue 
-my Deſign, which is, to proſecute this Doctrine, viz. 
That tis @ Duty incumbent on all married Women, to 
be extraordi careful to content and pleaſe their 

Husbands; which 1 ſhall do in this Method. W 
1. Prove it by Reaſon and Argument. . 

2. Shew how and which way married Women muſt 
endeavour to pleaſe their Huſbands. ; 

3. Make ſome Improvement of it. 

The Reaſons of the Doctrine are ſuch as theſe: | 
1. Becauſe the Woman was made for the Comfort and 
Benefit of Man {1 Cor. xiv. 9.] Neither was the Man ü 
 ereated for the Woman, but the Waman for the Man. The 

| 3 great 
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| Woman's Director, as is evident from the e 
Y 


IEEE. 
t End of her Creation (next the Glory of God) was, that 
Ede be ſerviceable and helpful unto Man; and 
therefore you find, when the wiſe Creator was about to 
make the Woman, he aſſigns this very Reaſon for it, 
(Gen. ii. 18.] And the Lord God ſaid, it is not good that 
Man ſhonld be alone, I will make an Help meet for 
bim. i | 


| Now, if the Woman owes her Being to the combort 


and Profit of Man, tis highly reaſonable that ſhe ſhould 
be careful and diligent to content and pleaſe him; other- 
wiſe ſhe doth wickedly pervert the End of her Creation. 
2. Fecauſe of the Woman's Occaſion the Man was 
ruined and undone [1. Tim. ii. 14.] And Adam was 
not deceived, the Woman, being deceived, was in the 
Tranſgreſſion: That is, Adam was not at firft deceived, 
immediately by the Serpent, but only inticed and deceived 
by the Woman, who was the Tempter's Agent; ſo as 
that ſhe was both firſt in the Tranſgreſſion, in Order of 


| Time, and alſo the Principal, in contributing to the Se- 


duction of the Man; therefore tis but fit and juſt, that 
ſhe, who hath been ſo greatly inſtrumental of fo much 
Miſchief and Miſery to Man, ſhould be actively engaged 
to pleaſe and comfort him : And indeed we find: thar 
God impoſed this Task upon her, as a Puniſhment for 
ſeducing her Husband - [Gen. iii. 16.] And thy Deſire 


ſhall be to thy Husband, and he ſhall rule over thee : 


Wherein is implied, not only Subjection to him, in obey- 
ing his Commands, but it reacheth farther, to the bring- 
ing under, unto him, the very Deſires of the Heart, to 
be regulated by him ſo far, that it ſhould not be lawful 
for her to will or deſire what ſhe herſelf liked, but only 
what her Husband thould approve and allow ; even before 
the Fall, the Will of the Husband was to have been the 


Reaſon, her Compliance with which had been eaſy an 

pleaſant ; but ſince the Fall, Man is grown more humour- 
ſome, and hard to be pleaſed, and Woman leſs able and 
willing to do it; which being fo thro' her own Means, 
i: was but juſt and righteous with God, to impoſe a Work 
upon her which herſelf made ſo hard and difficult 3 


TY 1841 . 
thetefore 'tis not the Woman's pleading, that her Huſb 
is hard to be pleaſed, that will excuſe her Neglipns 
original Guilt, but twill by no Means excuſe her from 
the Performance of her preſent Duty; nay, rather, it ſhould 
be a Motive of her greateſt Diligence. Man in his Inno- 
cency had nothing of Moroſity and Sowreneſs in bis 
Nature, but had al that Affability and Sweetneſs of Tem. 
per as rendered him highly endeared to his Voke- fellow: 
He was then ſo kind and. good-humoured, that he required 
nothing at her Hands, but what the could perform with 
Delight and Eaſe; all his Commands were ſo full of 
Charms, that the Woman muſt firſt have offered Violence 
to her Inclinatious, before that ſhe could have been able 
to have reſiſted them. „ . 
1 He ruld, and ſhe obey'd; yet ſhe 
5 Did, in obeying, rule as well as be. 
Until that fatal Hour came, when the Woman ſeduced 
her Huſband from his Innocency ; and then the Nature 
of Man was ſadly changed, his Temper grew harſh and 
ſevere, and Humours became troubleſome and tedious; 
ſo that the Pleaſing of him is now become a Buſineſs 
that . ires a great deal of Art and Skill, of Diligence 
and In — and ſhe that is married divides her Mind 
into divers Thoughts, caſts about every Way, and uſeth 
Variety of Methods to pleaſe her Husband: Aud this I 
believe is experienc d Truth. with moſt Women; which 
if it be, you may thank your Mother Eve for' it, who, 
when ſhe had gotten a good- natur d and loving Huſband, 
that was caſy to be pleaſed, could not then be contented, 
but muſt try Practices with him, till the bad ſpoil'd him; 
which proved fatal not only to her, but to her Daughters 
alſo; who, if they will have Huſbands, and have them 
good too, muſt take a great deal of Care and Pains to 
. leRting of this, the 
3. Becauſe upon the doing or ecti is, t 
euer or Miſery of a N Pax oj «vary A 
ood Wife, ſays one, ſhould be like « Mirrour which 
ath no Image of its own, but receives. its Stamp and 
* Image from the Face that looks into it: So ſhould a £7 
1298 | ife 
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Wife endeavour to frame ber outward Deportment, and 


ber inward Aﬀe&#ions, according to ber Husband's ; to 3 


rejoice when be rejoiceth, to be ſad when he mourns, to- 
grieve. and be troubled when he is offended and vexed : 


And v ould Women. thus endeavour to. do, they would 


not only content and pleaſe their Huſbands, but they 
would thereby open a Way for the obtaining of their 
Huſbands what they themſelves do will and defire ; ſuch 
Wives may be ſooner tired in making their Requeſts, 
than their Huſbands would be in granting them ; and - 
their Huſbands would think that Tos could never do 
enough to gratify and oblige them: And where Matters 
are thus carried between Huſband and Wife, the one ſub- 
miſſive and obedient, the other reſpectful and kind, how 
happy, how comfortably do they {pend their Days! Bur 
when the Wife ſhall act the Reverſe of this, and, inſtead 
of being careful to oblige and pleaſe her Huſband, ſhall, 
upon wer”, little on, pout and lour, frown and 
fume, rail at, and mag with, her Huſband, making 
the Houſe too hot to hold bim; if the Huſband be of a. 
rugged and reſolute Temper, and will retaliate the Affronts 
that are offered bim, I know no Place in the World ſo 
like to Hell as that Houſe wherein they dwell: But if 
the Huſband be of a meck and patient Temper, the Catri 
and Deportment of ſuch a Wife, tho' it cannet prov 
him to vent his Paſſion in ſo ſtormy and tempeſtuous a 
manner, ou it gives him thoſe inward Wounds of Spirit, 
as make his Life ſhort and miſerable. The Contentions 
1 a Wife are @ continual Dropping, ſays the Wiſe Man 
Prov. ix. 13:] And (faith Bi Hopkins on the 
Place) it is ſuch a Dropping, as wil, at laſt, eat and 
fret thro' bis very Heart, tho' it were made of Stone. 
One of the beſt Miniſters that ever I knew for Piety, 
Learning, and Good-nature ( famous for learned Tra#s) 
bad (ſaith a late Writer) an bard Name, becauſe of bis 
Wife's Complaints. He would ſay, all was a little Do- © 
meſtick Talk ; but that Domeſtick Talk broke bis Heart, 
that before be died be ſaid, „God hath bleſſed me 
with ſome Parts, that I now begin to be uſeful in the 
* World, and muſt 1 * out of the World, _ D 
| | „ f 
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& the Humour of a Woman? And many (faith he) die 


<c of the ſame Diſeaſe.” All Evils, as Elements, are 
moſt troubleſome out of their proper Places; as Pro- 
zin Miniſters, whoſe Work it is to beat it down; 
juſtice in Judges, whoſe Office it is to condemn it; 

and Diſcomfort in a Wife, who was made to be a Com. 
fort: "Twas this that gave Riſe to the Proverb of Solo- 
mon [Prov. xxi. 9.] is better to live in @ Corner of 
a Houſe Top, than with a brawling Woman in a Wide 


Houſe. Tis much more defirable to hve poorly and 


ſolitarily in the Air, expoſed to all the Injuries of 
the Weather ; © pad thruſt = a little MS on the 
Top of the Houſe, than to have a ſpacious Habitation, 

numerous Family, govern'd by a contentious Wife, 
whoſe perpetual Scolding and Brawling within doors, 
upon the leaſt Occaſion, is more intolerable than the Thun- 
der and Lightning and bluſtering Winds, which may 
moleſt him without. 'Tis an Hundred Pities (ſays 


Mr. Swynnock) that the Tongues of ſuch Shrews babe 


not as many Bliſters as their Jaws have Teeth, and tit 
never better with their Husbands than when they are 
hoarſe. To conclude this Head, whilſt the good Wife, 
that is careful to oblige her Husband, makes both him 
and her fclf happy; the imperious, clamorous and turbu- 
Tent Wife, chat, at every Word, ſpits Paſſion and Poiſon, 
is a Torment and Vexation to herſelf, and a pernicious 
Plague to her Huſband. 2 8 
2 1 — 1 Artur Second 2 to _ how, 
ich ways ed Women muſt endeayour to 


nd there are three things the ht to do. 
1. To Love * ; 


All what you do ſolemnly covenant nd engage before 
God, Angels and Men, when your Nuptial Rites arc 
perform'd. I have heard ſome Women ſay, indeed, that 
they never did nor would ſay thoſe Words after the Mi- 
niſter ; but, I think then, thoſe Miniſters were very te- 
anils in their Office; and had I been to have officiated, 


thoſe 
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thoſe Women ſhould have been content to have ſtay'd for 
Huſbands till they had been willing to have ſpoken out, 
Love, Honour, and Obey ; which are Duties, the Perfor- - 
mance of which is abſolutely neceſſary to maintain both 
the Honour and Happineſs of a married State, and is the 


only proper Method that Women can take to pleaſe their 
Huſb as I ſhall thew more particularly. 3, 


Firſt, Every married Woman, in order to pleaſe her 
Husband, oughe to love him, Let every Woman love her 
Huſband, as the chiefeſt and beſt for her of ten thou- 
fands, for whoſe ſake ſhe can forget her own People, 
and her Father's Family; with 2 and Con- 
verſe ſhe can be contented and pleaſed, thould all the 


World beſides be annihilated ; and tho' even Nature doth 


teach a Woman to love her Huſband, yet God does alſo 
enjoin it [ Tic. ii. iv.] That they may teach the young 
Women to be ſober, and to love their Husbande, & c. 
Parily (ſaith one) becauſe ſome Women have put off Na- 
ture, and are become wild, without natural Affection; 


and partly, becauſe God would baue the Wife's Love to 


ber Hysband to proceed not ſo much from an Inſt inct of 
Nature, as from Obedience to Scripture. And the Apo- 
ſtle confines this Precept to young Women too, thereby 
ing to us, that tis the Duty of a Woman, new 
married eſpecially, to uſe all Means to endear her Hui- 
band to herſelf, and herſelf ro her. Huſband 1 and care- 
fully to avoid all Occaſion of Differences with her Huſband, 
at her firſt Entrance into that State. A le to which, 


I remember, Plutarch, amongſt his 1 Precepts, 


hath this for one, viz. That it beboves thoſe People that 
are newly married, to avoid the firſt Occafion of Diſcord 
and Diſſention, conſidering, that Veſſels newly formed 
are ſubject to be bruiſed and put out of Shape, by many 


ſlight Accidents ; but when the Materials come to be ſet- 


led and bardened, by Time, nor Fire, nor Sword will 
bardly prejudice the ſolid Subſtance. Tis a common 
foolith Practice of young Women, during the Time of 
Courtihip, r Methods they can con- 
trive or deviſe, to charm their Lovers, and captivate the 


Affections of thoſe who make their Addreſſes to them; 


I'z your 


- 


1} 


you may read, Come love me in the Pleaſantneſs of their | 


Looks, in the Neatneſs of their Dreſs, in the Diſcretion 
of their Words, in the Obligingneſs of their Carriage and 
Deportment; but they are no ſooner married, but the 


ow as remiſs and careleſs in their Endeavours to pleaſe | 


their Husbands, as before they were zealous in artin 
their Charms: Now their pleaſant Smiles are turned into 


Frowns, the Neatneſs of their Dreſs into Sluttery. She | 


who opened her Mouth with Wiſdom, in whoſe Tongue 
was the Law of Kindneſs, now ſpeaks unadviſedly with 
her Lips, and carries herſelf ſo diſreſpectfully towards 
her Husband, as if ſhe ſtudied how to diſoblige him, 
and to alienate his Affections from her; by which means, 
many times, Women make themſelves to become the 
Wives of Madmen and Sots; whereas, had they been as 
careful, after their Marriage, to have pleaſed their Huſ. 
bands, as they were before, they might have made their 
Husbands happy, and themſelves too; and had they had 
that Conjugal Love which they ought to have had, th 
would have done it; for Love is an Affection that wi 
tender Perſons active and diligent to content and pleaſe 
thoſe who are beloved by them; and when the Wife has 
ſo much Love for her new Husband, as to make her 
careful to oblige, and fearful to offend him, in Proceſs 
of Time ſhe will ſoon engage his Affections to her, as that 
ſhe may defy the World to alienate them from her. 
When two Boards are firſt glew'd together, a ſmall mat- 
ter will loeſen them; but if carefully looked to till they 
are well faſtened, and the Glew be hardened, twill not be 
an eaſy matter to disjoint or ſever them. =o 
Secondly, Married Women, in order to pleaſe their 
Husbands, ought to honour them. The Perfian Ladies 
have the Reſemblance of a Foot worn on the Top of 
their Coronets, in Token that the Height of their Glory, 
| Topknor and all, does ſtoop to cheir Husband's Feet. 
And here the Honour which is duc from the Wife to the 
Husband is either, W | 


Firſt, Internal, or 
Secondly, External. . 
: | | » Fit 


, , MMU oPRSoDOo o©oro 


+4 6 ts  -» wy wanadk 


1 


eit 


as 


e 


ue 


5 & So 


4B 


&- &- 


* TOR DAL WS ANR FA 


. * 9 81 
1 


1891 


ä Firſt, Internal. And this is, when ſhe cheriſheth aw 


high Eſteem of him in her Mind, when ſhe thinks on 
him as one whom God hath appointed and ordained to- 


be her Superior and Head. The Apoſtle [T. Cor. xi. 7.} 


calls: the Woman the Glory of the Man, and that too, 


as one thinks, for this Reaſon, becauſe tis an high Ho- 


nour to him, that ſo excellent a Creature as a Woman 
ſhould be his Inferior : Surely then a Woman that har- 


bourcth Fcontemprible Thoughts of her Husband is her 


Husband's Shame and Diſgrace; and tho Women may 
think that their eg as are free, that they are at Liber- 
ty to think as they pleaſe, yet let them know, that the 


Hearr-ſearching God takes Cop of their Thoughts, 
0 


and is very much diſpleaſed when he finds any to be ſuch 
as are beneath the Dignity and Excellency of the Husband. 
If Michal defpiſeth David in her Heart, God makes his 
Curſe to fall upon her; and tho' ſhe dithonour her Huſ- 


band ſecretly in her Thought, God makes her a publick 
Example of his Diſpleaſure, by puniſhing her with Bar- 


renneſs, which in thoſe Days made a Woman very con- 
temptible : And therefore you find, that when El/zza- 
beth had 7 forth a Child, ſhe triumphs in it, and 
fays, God bath taken away my Reproach [Luke i. 25.1 
for which ſome give this Reaſon: The Meſſzas being 
promiſed to come of the Race of the Jews, every teeming 
Woman had the Hopes of being the Parent or Pro- parent, 
at leaſt, of him. Burt there is, _ 


* £ 


Seconaly, External Honour; which is, when that high 
| Eſteem which the Woman hath for her Husband, is ex- 


preſſed or declarcd either in Words or Actions, givi 


lency of his Perſon: So Sarah called ber Husband Lord, 


thoſe Titles which may beſpeak the Dignity and Excel- | 
and is commended for it, as being a fit Pattern for other 


Women to imitate [1. Pet. iii. 6.] Tis a Cuſtom more 
common than comely, for Women to call their Husbands 
by their Chriſtian Names, as our Jobn, and our Thomas, &c. 
as if they eſteemed them at no higher a Rate than their 
very Servants that wait upon them; nay, it may be they 
will call him by reproachful Names, ſuch as Fool, Sloven, 
Clown, Sor, Sc. aud what they have to ſay for their 

at Vindi- 


— 


„„ 


Vindication 1 know not but if Words are Thoughts In 


* 


rerpreters, we may ſhrewdly gueſs what it is they aim at. 


| Thoſe Women who will not condeſcend to re their 


| feared, 
will not ſcruple, in little Time, to uſurp that Authority 


Husbands the Title of Lord and Maſter, it 1s to 


which that Title doth imply 3 and the Husband may 
ickly experience what it is to be under the Diſcipline 


of the Apron. The Woman is obliged to homour her. 


Husband by her Actions; her Deportment and Carriage, 
in all that ih 
honourable Opinion ſhe has of him, as her Lord and 


Head ; and truly this will much facilitate the Performance 


of the next Duty you are bound to, which is, | 
Thirdly, To obey them: And however light Women 
may 4 4 of this, yet I know not of any Duty, ro} 


ing to Men or Women, in the whole Book of God, 
that is urged with more Vehemency, or preſſed with 


7. A or more cogent Reaſons than this is. Subjection 
and Obedience to their Husbands is required from Wives, 
as abſolutely and peremptorily as unto Chriſt himſelf, 
[Epbeſ. v. 22.] Wives, ſubmit unto your Husbands, as 
unto the Lord; and is extended to all the Husband's 
Commands Ver. 24.] Therefore, as the Church is ſub- 


Jett unto Chriſt, ſo ſhould the Wives be to their Huſ- 


bands, in every thing. 5 i 
Objection. But what if the Husband commands the 


Wife to do that which is ſinful > 


Anſwer. By every thing, in the Text, is meant, all 
that comes within the Compaſs of his Authority to com- 
mand; and certainly God never gave to any Man Autho- 


rity to command that which is contradictory to his own 


Laws; excepting this, or the Impoſſibility of the thin 
commanded to be done, both God and Nature hat! 


w HWY 


_ given the Husband Authority to command, and the Wife 


ils bound to obey, however unneceſſary or unfit ſhe may 


think it to be: * (lays Biſhop Hopkins) when 
the Apoſtle commands Wives ts be ſubje# to their Huſ- 
bands in every thing, it would fignify no more than 


every thing which they think fir, And this certainly 1s 
no greater A Subjection than every Husband will readily 


yield 


e doth, ſhould be ſuch, as may evidence the 


Cc 
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yield to his Wife, and falls infinitely ſhort of the Apo- 


ſtle's Intent, who requires the Subjection of the Wife to 
the Husband in every thing, as the Church is ſubject un- 
to Chriſt, which, certainly, is not in every thing ſhe 


thinks fit; neither ought ſhe to take upon her to judge 


or reject his Laws, but to fulfil them: And tho this Duty 
may ſeem, on the firſt View, to be difficult, yet, in 
Conjunction with the two former, it will become eaſy and 
plealaut. Love your Husbands as you ought, and you 
will not refuſe to honour them; if you love and honour 
them, you will not ſcruple to obey. them; and if you 


| love, honour and obey them, you will then do what be- 


comes good Wives, and, indeed, what is, or ſhould be, 
at leaſt, ſufficient to pleaſe your Husbands. And there- 
fore, for a Concluſion of what I have to fay to you mar- 
ried Women, let this be your Motto, and let it be woven 
with Threads of Gold in the Ornaments -of your Heads, 
viz, LOVE, HONOUR, and OBEY, and carry 
it accordingly, in your Practices, towards your Husbands, 
and I am perſwaded, that you'll find as great a Scarcity 
of bad Husbands then, as there is of good Wives now. 
I come now to the Improvement of this Doctrine, which 
invites me to apply my ſelf to you Men, and that too 
both to the Mariel = Unmarried.” — itabd 
Firſt, To you that are ſingle and unmarried, you may 
from this Doctrine learn how great a Friend Religion is 
to the Comfort and Happineſs of Man in this Life, in 
the Inſtitution whereof God hath not only wiſely con- 
ſulted the Intereſt of his own Honour and Glory, but 
hath graciouſly condeſcended to adapt its Precepts to the 
Comfort and Happineſs of Man in every State and Con- 
dition of Life; you are now fingle, but it may be you 
have Deſigns of altering your Condition by Marriage; 
and if you do, God hath given ſuch Laws for your Wife 


to obſerye, as will, if duly regarded, make her an Help- 


meet for you; and ſuch a Wife it behoves you to chule, 


if ever you would be nappy in that State: If you matry 
a carnal and graceleſs Wife, 


void of the Fear of God, the 


will, perhaps, ſcoff at all that I have faid, and will be 
nk 


for nothing but to pleaſe her ſelf, and gratify her 
a own 


„ RW] 


own Inclination ; but if you marry in the Lord, i. e. if 


you marry a Wife that truly fears God, and lives in an 
itual 8 4 to py — = will make 
Conſcience of loving, honouring, and obeying, and be 

. e ph to pleaſe you in all thin 5 


Secondly, To you who are married: "1%, al heard 


how great an Obligation is laid on your Wives, to loye, 
honour and obey you, and to endeavour to pleaſe you in 


all things; remember that their Duty is bard, and the 


Frailty of that Sex is , and therefore beware of mak. 


ing their Task more difficult than Neceſliry doth require, 

or than their Nature will bear; tho', tis true, they are 

in Subjection, yet ſtill remember, they are Part of your 

ſelves, and therefore let . Authority be united with 
gover 


Love; as Love muſt ning Love, ſo let your 
| Gans ba loving Commands. In the ſame Chapter, 
where the Wife is commanded to be ſubject to her Huſ- 


band, as the Church is to Chriſt, the Husband allo is 


commanded to love his Wife, as Chriſt loved the Church; 


which one will have te be expreſſed in theſe four 


Firſt, By bearing with, and pardoning ber Weakneſs, 
Secondly, By being willing to * many Incon- 
veniencies for her ſake. . 


Tbiraly, By interpoſing your ſelf berwixt ber and 


| Fourth » By endeavouri to promote her Spiritual 
B — Wi ; jſt th 4 
ut I m t, at, by over- 
—— ur emer Foggy Fr — 
| do forget their Duty, which has been ſet before them. 
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15 IST. 

a WIE MISTAK EN: 
Leah inſtead of Rachel. 
u AS ERM ON accuſed for Railing 
againſt Women, for maintaining 
. Polygamy, many Wives; for calling 
„Jacob a Hocus-Pocun. 

1 A SERMON laugh'd at more than 


a Play (by the Ignorant) for many ſuch 


„ Miſtakes: Juſtify'd by the Wiſe. 
* 5 | e * 
4 The EPISTLE te the READER. 


T HIS Sermon was more difigured more than David's 
5 | Servants were by Hanun, when be ſhaved off the = 
. one Half of their Beards, and cut off their Garments in 
the Middle, even to their Buttocks [2 Sam. x. 4.] So 
ſhaved, ſo cut, fo ridiculouſly mangled was this Sermon, 
that when I ſaw it, I could not tell whether I ſhould 
laugh or ery. Thou knoweſt the Learning, Zeal, Pati- 
ence, Apologies of the Saints bave been brought forth by 
the Heriſies, Vices, Tyrannies, Slanders + the Times; 
fo comes out this little Work, ambitious only to be a Saver, 
which if thy Diſcretion, in judging, will ſtrive to make, 
I ſhall be thine, or elſe hold "thee like one of thoſe who 
condemned it: But „ * 
| Id quod dicere nolo. 


094] 
N "GEN. xxix. 25. 5 

And it came to paſs, that in the Morning bebold it war 
| Leah. And he ſaid unto Laban, What is this thoy 


baſt done unto me? did not I ſerve with thee ſor 
| Rachel? wherefore then baſt thou beguiled me? 


"+. =: RAY che Text you may obſerve a Conjunction 
ada Diviſion; a Conjunction, here are 
two together that ſhould be aſunder, 7. 


aſunder that ſhould be together, Jacob 
and Racbel: And firſt of the Conjunction, 
as finteſt for this Seaſon and Opportunity; you have ſeen 
the Quality of this Conjunction; it was an ill Conjuncti- 
on, a great deal of Deceit in it; and where is there 2 
Oonjunction, a Martiage, but there is Deceit in it? And 
leſt this Deceit ſhould cauſe a Separation, the Church 
bindeth them together, before God and Man, for better 
for worſe, for richer for poorer. And, unleſs this Courſe 
were taken, how ſoon would there be a Partition: 
their Qualitics being almoſt as different as Heaven and 
Hell, as the good Angels and the bad. Nabal and Abigal, 
Nabal a Fool and Churl, and of fo baſe a Diſpoſition, 
ſuch a Man of Belial, that his own Servants ſaid, 4 Man 
. could not tell bow to ſpeak to bim; and ſhe a kind com- 
5 Woman; ſhe fell at David's Feet, and offered 

to waſh the Feet of his Servauts. David and Michel, 
Michs! a ſcoffing Woman, deriding David for dancing 
before the Ark; and he a Man efter God's own Heart. 
Socrates with Xantippe, the is like a Quotidian Ague; . 
or, at the beſt, the is like S2u/s Evil- Spirit, that comes 
too often upon him. Moſes and Zepporab, ſhe a terrible 
fiery Woman, Thos art a bloody Husband to me, ſaith 
ſhe; and Moſes the meekeſt Man above all the Men of 
the Earth, The Learned diſtinguiſh a four-fold Deceit 
in Marriage ; the firſt is error perſone, when Leab is 
given inſtead of Racke/; one Party for another, as 
co Jacob; and this Miſtake doth hinder and 2 


| Fart: - 
Marriage: For in Marriage there is a mutual Love 
1 cose one to Vn. this is not where Leah 
is given inſtead of Rachel, and therefore no Marriage. 
But, will ſome ſay, is it poſſible that Jacob (who was 
ſo ſubtle a Man) ſhould be ſo deceived 5 he was noted 
for a Supplanter, by his Brother Eſau: Ie be not rightly 
called Jacob? for he hath ſupplanted me wy, to times 
. of my Birth-right and Bleſſing. He was ſo grave, ſo 
ch a Supplanter, that he could deceive his Father, altho' 
his Voice betray'd him, and altho' his Father told him, it 
was the Voice of Jacob, yet he preſſed him to bleſs him 
inſtead of his Brother Eau. We ſay that Man is an ex- 
cellent Hocus-Pocus, excellent in Legerdemain, and Slight + 
of Hand, that can deceive one that looks upon him; 
but he that can deceive the Hearing and the Feeling, he 
is far more excellent: My Sight may be deceived, for I 
may take that which is pictured to be lively and real, bue 
my Hearing, my Feeling cannot be ſo eaſily deceived. 
Thomas would not believe his Seeing, his Hearing, bur, 
when he came to Feeling, to lay his Hand in our Sayiour's 
Side, then he cry'd out, my Lord and my God. And 
now I ſuppoſe you are ready to ask, how this ſubtle Man 
was deceived? The Deceit was thus, ſolent olim ſponſe 
obvelata facie traduci ad torum mortalem pudoris mT E 
In thoſe Days the Brides came- veiled and masked to 
their —_— -Beds, for Modeſty fake; and it was a 
i M _—— filent. - And thus much for the 
firſt Deceit, which is error perſone, a Miſtake of the 
Perſon, as this Text repreſents to you. There is.another 
Deceit, which is error qualitatis, when a Man takes, as 
he thinks he hath, one thrifty, honeſt Fair, and ſhe 
_— a painted, whoriſh, liquoriſh Slut. And this 
Deceit is ; for many Women ſhew, like the 
Egyptian Temples, very beautiful without, and built and 
adorn'd with precious Stones, faith Lucian, but if you 
ſeek what God they worſhip within, you ſhall find him 
to be a Cat, or a Goat, or an Ape, or ſome ſuch ridicu- 


they be fair and beautiful withour, are full of many Vani- 
dies, fickle, unconſtant, laſcivious Affections. Many a 


fous, ill-favoured Creature. So many Women, although 


come now to the Diviſion or Separation. There is Dif. 


; 8+ = A. 
Man thinks he hath a Saint, when he bath a Devil; a fait 
Woman, when ſhe is a painted, plaiſter'd-fac'd Jezabel: 
I will not ſpeak of theſe painted Tombs and Sepulchres, 
beautiful without, but loathſome within; theſe Apples of 
Sodom, that ſeem fair to the Sight, but, at A leaſt 
Touch, they fall to Duſt: So the leaſt Approaching diſ. 

covers the Corruption of theſe Creatures; ſo great is their 
Corruption, it corrupts the ſweeteſt Perfumes, and makes 
them loathſome as themſelves: But I will not rake any 
longer in this unſavoury Dunghill. There are two othet 


Errors or Deceits in Marriage, as error conditionis, and 


error fortune ; but I let them paſs for fear I ſhould run 
into the Error of being too tedious to this Aſſembly. 1 


of an ill Conjunction, therefore I will caſt my 
Meditations a little upon this Appearance or Diſcovery of 


this Conjunction; in the Morning behold it was Leah. 


There is many a Man ſieeps with Leah, and thinks it is 
Rachel; there is many a Man ſo blind in his Love and 
Affection, that he is as much or more miſtaken in the 
Qualities of his Wife, than Jacob was in the Perſon of 
Leah. Many a Man thinks he hath a Wife that loves 
him, when the cares not for him; and he may think, 


that the is lighing and ſorrowing in his Abſence, when 


the is revelling and dancing. You may read [Prov. vii. 18.] 


there's a Woman ſpeaks to a Man, in her Husband's Ab- 


fence, to take his Fill of Love with her: He (may be) 


thinks ſhe is weeping, in his Abſence, when ſhe is 


tumbling in her perfumed Bed, as you may read there 
[Ver. 17.] I have perfumed my Bed with Myrrh, Alves, 
and Cinnamon ; I have decked it with Coverings of 


Tapeſtry and fine Linnen of Egypt. No Queſtion this 


Woman embraces her Huſband, when he comes home, 
and he diſcovers nothing: For the Way of an whoriſh 


Woman, as Solomon faith, is like the Flight of a Bird 


in the Air, like the Paſſage of a Ship upon the Sea, 
like a Serpent creeping into a Rock: No Sign of the 


Bird's Flying, of the Serpent's Creeping, of the Ship's 


| Paſlage. 


Look 


[97] 
Look upon Joſeph's Miſtreſs, ſhe hath his Coat to 
ſhew for Honeſty ; Ecce ſignum, Behold the Coat of this 
Hebrew. Did Sampſon think thoſe Hands would have 
clipp'd his Locks, that had ſo often embraced his Body? 
Some raſh Men do maintain, that the Reaſon why Men 
think there are ſo many good Women is, becauſe they 
are ſo blind and ignorant themſelves; if they had but 
the Eyes of the Wiſe to ſee with, Solomon's Eyes, may 
be they would ſay, There was not one good of a Thou- 
ſand; and he had told them one by one. And how 
does Solomon define a good Woman? Juſt as the Philo- 
ſopher does, Vacuum ex. ſuppoſito quod detur ; if there 
be a Vacuum, it is Locus non repletus corpore: If there 
be, or ſhall eyer be ſuch a thing in the World as a good 
Woman, then ſhe is this and that, ſhe is like a Mer- 
chant's Ship, that bringeth her Food from far; and 
what of greater Value! She is like to pecious Jewels, the 
is like to them, but there is none like to her, none of 
Value with her. Solomon ſaith, ſhe is a Crows. 
to ber Husband ; ſhe is the Glory of ber Husband, ſaith 
St. Paul; the very Scarlet ſhe cloaths her Servants in does 
ſhew her honourable ; God himſelf calls her an Helper, 
and ſuch a Helper ſhe is, that Man could not have been 
capable of that Bleſſing, Increaſe and multiply, without 
her; then it was The Seed of the Woman that brake the 
Serpent's Head: She was Deipara, ſhe brought forth 2 
God; and here 1 will be bold to ſay, out of the due 
Honour to that Sex, that there have been Women have 
deſerved theſe Praiſes of Solomon: What was that Eſther ? 
that Cherubim of the Church, under whoſe Wing it was 
ſafe. The Papiſts call the Virgin Mary, Regina Cwl:, 
Queen of Heaven; and they pray to her to command 
our Saviour, Mater, impera Filio, Mother, command 
thy Son. She hath more Churches dedicated to her than 
our Saviour, than all the Trinity, altho' ſhe paid her 
Fine in Milk, but he in Blood (as a great Divine faith.) 
How happy hath this Kingdom been under a Queen! 
there are many Eyes now Jivin that have ſeen it, and 
not a Mau but knows it; I need not inſtance, in Parti- 
culars, the Elect Lady and * Siſter, to whom Sr. John 
writ, 


TIF 


avtit; Priſcilla, able to inform a learned Man, Apoller, 


in the Scripture: Theſe Women were highly honoureq 
by that Apoſtle called from Heaven, Greer Priſcilla and 
Aquila [Rom. xvi. 3.] Aquila and Priſcilla ſalute yoy 
[DI Cor. xvi. 19.] Salute Priſcilla and Aquila [2 Tim. iv. 19. 
Priſcilla went with bim into Sytia [Acts xviii. 18.] And 
thus much for the Diſcovery ; how long may a Man 

fleep, before he knows with whom, or what the is he 
ſeeps withal! before he knows whether it be with Leah 
or Rachel! I am come now to the Diviſion or Separat. 
bn, and you fee it is a high and great Diviſion; Jacob 

begins to word it, to fall to Terms with Laban (who 


was his Maſter) What is this thou haſt done unto me? 


Did not I ſerve with thee for Rachel? Wherefore they 
| baſt thou beguiled me? And, indeed, the Inconvenien- 
cies were very many that befel Facob by this wicked Act 
of Laban: Firſt of all, he made his Daughter a Whore, 
and a Whore is odious to the Children of God; ſhe was 
either to be burnt or to be ſtoned. Then the Wrong done 


to Rachel, being deceived of her Ex ion, was enough 


to make her weep herſelf blear- ey d, like Leah; then he 
brought an Inconvenience upon Jacob, having more Wives 
than one; ſome ſay it was a Sin; ſome hold it a great Incon- 
venience to have one, therefore much more to have two. 
The married Man is intangled like a Fiſh in a Net; he 
comes merrily in, bur he is mightily perplexed when he 
cannot get out. Then this Action of Laban's was enough 
d o ſer the Siſters at Variance; and what Joy could Jacob 
have when his Wives were divided? it was enough to 
divide his Heart. Then the Deſire of Rule, and Jealouſics 
and Diſtruſts that one hath of the other ; then the Charges 
to mantain two; whereas Jacob, if he had had but one, 
he would never have fougbt further. God made but one 
for Adam, and Lamech was the firſt that had two Wives, 
and he had no more than two; and he was of the Po- 
ſterity of Cain, and condemned by the Fathers; and 
from Adam to Abrabam none of the Poſterity of Seth 
had more than one Wife (that we read of.) They tue 


ſball be one Fleſh, and how can that be, if a Man hare 


many Wives? God made only Male and Female, and he 


took 
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meet bim [Gen. xxx. 16.] 


T die; and what is Beauty wit 


ſuch is the End of their Enchantments. Thus you & 


- 99) = | 
wok but one Rib, and made, of one Rib, one Woman, 
not many. I will not ſay it was a Sin to have many 
Wives, for I find it in the Law [Deut. xxi. 15.) If 2 
Man have two Wives, ohe that be loveth, and another 
that be hateth; and there the Law ſpeaks of both their 
Sons as legitimate [ Deut. xvii. 17.] the Law does forbid 
the King to have many Wives, which may draw away his 
Mind ; and Saint Auguſtine (upon that Place) faith, per- 
miſſum & Regi habere plures uxores, non plurimas, he 
may have more than one or two, but not many; and 
4 that was a moſt holy Prieſt, took two Wives 
for King Joaſh [2 Chron. xxiv. 3.] but methinks I hear 
ſome ſay, Laban is unjuſtly condemned for dealing ſo 
ſtrictly with Jacob; was it not a great Kindneſs in Laban 
to take Facob, Jacob that had cozened his Father, his Bro- 
ther, and to truſt him with his Flock ? and then it was a 
Kindueſs that he gave him his Daughter, and, for aught 
I know, the better of the two; the faireſt is not always 
the beſt: Beautiful Rache! ſold Jacob for Mandrakes, 
whereas blear-cy'd Leah bought him, and went out to 
Tender-eyed Leah will be 
weeping at my Misfortunes, when beautiful Rachel will 
be laughing with another. Abrabam went in Danger 
with beautiful Sarah, but Jacob liv'd ſecure with tender- 
eyed Leah; Rachel ſtole her Father's Gods, and could fee 
her Father and Husband quarrel the while, when Leal. 
was continually weeping; Rachel will be impatient, it 
the have not whar ſhe deſires ; give me Children, or elſe 
\nch Diſquietneſs ! but 
like a fair Houſe haunted with Spirits, or a Bed of Violets 
with a Serpent; but look upon Leah, ſhe is more mode- 


rate, tender-eyed ; ſhe will be weeping inſtead of icolding ; 
Rachel will be ſubje& to be wandering, like Dina; Leab 


is tender-eyed, and the Wind will hurt her; veniunt 


ſpefentur ut ipſe, they delight to be looked upon; what 


are” theſe many pretty Fancies in their Dreſſings, but ſo 
many Signs to invite a Man to inn there if he pleaſe? 
whereas the Paſſenger elſe had gone on his Way; what 


does the Fowler whiſtle for, but to catch the Bird? and 
K 3 


[160] 


de Danger of Beauty; there is more Danger in it than 


in the moſt unruly Elements; the Fire hath no Power of 
a Man, if he do not touch it, nor the Water; but if 2 
Man look upon Beauty, it wilbendanger him; and it is 
- kept with a great deal of Danger and Care, as the Apples 
of the Heſperides with a watchful Dragon. But, will 
ſome ſay, why do you maintain blear-eyed Leab againſt 
beautiful Rache? Leab's Fault was great in lying with 
Jacob. To this I anſwer, Fornication was held no Sin 
amongſt the Gentiles; and the Church of Rome holds 
fornicationem non vagam, that if a Man keep conſtantly 
to one Woman, it is no Sin: And here let no Man be 
| harſh againſt Leab, for the is tender-eyed, and can weep 
Tears enough to wath away her Sin, Tears _— to waſh 
dur Saviour's Feet; alas! be not too harſh againf her, ſhe is 
blear- eyed already, and too much Weeping will make her 
blind; what if Leab have a Blemiſh in the Eye of her 
Fody ? yet her Underſtanding, the Eye of her Soul may 
be clear and beautiful; and if Men conſider rightly, the 
* ones Deformity and Blemiſh in a Woman 15, to be 
eyed in her Underſtanding, and to miſtake a Man's 
Actions, not to ſee them clearly; if her Husband be ſo- 
ciable, then he is given to Drunkenneſs; if ſilent, then 
he hath no Diſcourle in him; if merry, not that Gravity 


that becomes him; if he put not himſelf upon hard Ad- 


* ventures, to raiſe his Fortunes, ſhe is diſquieted; and if 

he do, and be foiled, then ſhe contemns him: Give me 
the Eyes of the Underftanding ; let the other Eye be as 

clear as Chryſtal, if this be blemiſh'd, there is no Joy. For 
aught I know, this Laban, this Idolater, ſhall riſe up 
* againſt many Chriſtians: How uſual is it for many a 
Man to make fair Promiſes, to promiſe a Man Rachel! ! 
he ſhall have this and that, and any thing his Heart can 
"deſire, if he will ſerve them; but when a Man hath done 
all he can, 3 put Leab upon him, ſome blear- eyed 
unhandſome thing; u 


but look, he ſhall find it to be Leab; it's plain enough 
to be ſeen, behold it was Leah! It is a hard thing for a 
Man to get a Rachel of his Maſter; to get any thing that 
hath any Dclight or Pleaſure in it ; great Men will not 
ey part 
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dar with their Nocbelr. And ſtill 1 ſay, this Labow 


more Honeſty and Goodneſs than many a Chriſtian; 


for, altho' he had done Jacob a little Wrong, yet he had 
ſo much Mildneſs, and Gentleneſs, and Gentility, as he 
to him, aud to tell him of it; 


did ſuffer Jacob to ſpeak 
why haſt thou beguiled me thus? Now there are rich Men, 
if they have done a Man a Diſpleaſure, will not be told 
of it ; nay, if a 
if he be not diſpoſed to give it, or is unwilling, will 


angry if the poor Man ask it, and do him all the Miſ- 
chief that may be: And what is this, but like Thieves 


that do not only rob a Man, but bind a Man too, and 
gag him, that he may not ſpeak ; or like Rogues that 
murther a Man becauſe he thall not berray them. God 
ſend me to deal with Laban, with an Idolater ; I ſhall 
find a Man that I dare ſpeak to, I ſhall find a Mate thac 
will give me Leah, that will give me ſomething, aud not 
cozen me of all. : 


God complained of his Vineyard, that, when he had * 


taken a great deal of Pains with it, it brought forth wild 
Grapes ; ecce Labruſcus, behold wild Grapes plain enough 
to be ſeen. And here if I ſhould thew to the World, 
with an Ecce, the wild Grapes, the baſeſt Actions of Men, 
I make no Queſtion but thar Men would paſs the ſame 
Judgment that David did upon the rich Man that took 
the poor Man's Lamb. * here let every Man be ex- 
horted not to deceive his Servant, or his Kinſman, or 
his Friend. Jacob, for deceiving his Brother and his Fa- 
ther, was paid in his own Coin, and enjoyed not the 
Years after: Laban deceived him in his 
Wife: Laban, for deceiving ed by 
Jacob, with the Rods he laid. Rachel ſtole Laban's 
Gods for deceiving her of her Huſband ar firſt. Jacob 


deceived his Farher with Goats Skins, and he himſelf was 
deceived with the Blood of a Goat [Gen. xxxvii.] David 


cut off the Lap of Sau/s Coat, and his Clothes would 
not keep him warm in his old Age. Sampſon's Eye 


luſted a 
Jereboam's Hand reached to the Prophet, and that Hand 


withered. Thus you ſee how God puniſheth Sin in the 
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r Man truſt a rich Man with Money, 


acob, was deceived by 


a Philiſtine, and Sampſon's Eye was put our. 


11021 


; fame AR, in the ſame Part, in the Game Kind. Tims: 


will not give me Leave here to ſhew you how many a 


Man ſleeps with Leab, with ſome ugly deformed Sin, 
and, bein blinded in Sin and Darkneſs, 


thinks it is Ra- 
ebe { riful) and loves it entirely, till the Morning 
Light of Gods Grace ariſe, and then he ſees the Deformi- 


ty of his Sin, how pur. ay it is, how ill-favour'd; and 


er how we are all Servants to 


now let every Man confi 
God, and we ſerve him for Rachel, for ſome pleaſant 
Thing we delight in, as the Apoſtles dreamt of a King- 


dem; if it pleaſe God to give us Leah, inftead of Rachel, 


to give us that which pleaſeth us not ſo well, let us be 

contented with it, and ſerve him on {till, he will, ar the 

"aff give us Rachel; we ſhall be married to him in whom 
are 


Joys, ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 


neither bath it entered into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
To which God of his Mercy bring us. To God the Fa- 


|- - ther, God the Son, and God e Holy Ghoſt, be all 


Honour, Sc. 


THE; 


Let lo are Dainties to a Mouth ſhut up, 
Man. And the Church bath ſhur our Mouths for theſe 
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VIRGIN M A 2 


ASE RMO N Preached in St. Marys 


College (Vulgo New-Co/lege) Oxon, 
March 15. 1641. „ 
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IS LU K E 1. 26, 27. ; 
And in the fixth Month the Angel Gabriel was ſent 

from God, unto a City of Galilee, named Nazareth, 
to Virgin eſpouſed to a Man whoſe Name was Joleph, 

of the Houſe of David ; and the Virgin's Name was 


9 E ſce what Time of the Year it is; and 
E we underſtand the Buſineſs of the Day, to 
d celebrate a Feaſt. A Feaſt in Lent may 
ſeem not ſo proper; for how ſhall 


Who ſets Diſhes of Meat y . Gr 
{ait Wile 


Forty Days; ſo ſhut them up, that of old the permitted 
tf ned be opened by . triumphant Rites, Which 


verſary-Days 
Natalitio Martyrum celebrare : Canon-Law, Caul. 34. 
at non liget. If the Memory of thoſe glerious Saints 
could not juſtify mzy1;5ps delia. as Nazianzen 
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ſhew herſelf in the Houſe of Mourning ?. 
or Fulneſs in the Kingdom of Hunger? 


otherwiſe enlarged then all Mouths and Hearts, the Anni 
of Martyrs. Non licet in Quadrageſima 


calls them, thoſe Spiritual Games, and merry Meats 
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| [ ES : 
far more holy and devout (God knows) than all Faſts of 
ours be; certainly the Riot of our Tables at thoſe ſolemn 


ſad Times, will not be excuſed, neither by the Itch of , 
wanton Palate (that I may ſay no worſe) nor by the Pre. 


tenſions of a preciſe, left-handed Conſcience, that thinks 
no Time ſo fit to make a full Meal, as when the Church 
commands Abſtinence. And yet it ſeems, ſhe that in 
Lent prohibited Feſtivals of Martyrs, thought good to 
eftablith This, which we now ſolemnize: And ſhe had 
Reaſon. Firſt, Becauſe, even in Lent, Sunday was al. 
ways excepted ; no Faſting on the Lord's Day ; and this 
is the Day of the Lord. Tis true, he is content, in 
Honour of his Mother, it be called Our Lady-Day ; and 
it ſhould not diſcontent us: But it is, indeed, Our Lords, 


the Day of his Incarnation. Again, the Nativity was 


never faſted ; and the Incarnation needs not to give Place 


; to the Nativity; for that it was more miraculous that 


God ſhould become Fleſh, than that That Fleſh, after 
Nine Months, ſhould be born: A greater Step from Hea- 
ven to Earth, than from the Virgin's Womb to the Man- 
ger. At Chriſtmas, he did but change Rooms: He came 
into the World to Day. Say we then with the Pſalmiſt, 


This is the Day which the Lord bath made, let us rejoice 


aud be glad in it: Yea, which is more, ſay we, This is the 


Day which hath made the Lord: But then let the Gladneſs be 


like the Day; a holy Day, a holy Gladneſs; our Joy ſuch 
as uſher d Chriſt in:o the World, a yaigs with a 
x83Qermauidy, well becoming a Virgin to entertain. For 


on this Meſlage ths Angel Gabriel was ſent%0 4 Vi- 


in, &c. 5 
7 Our Parts will be, as the Perſons, two; the Angel and 
the Virgin: And we ſhall conſider them jointly and then 
ſeverally. Firſt jointly, the Angel and the Virgin : We 
do not find, in the Old Teſtament, much Converſation 
Between Angels and this Sex; and, when they did meet, 
the Conjunction was not very auſpicious ; for neither have 
the Angels been always good, nor the Women ſtill Vir- 
ert n the third of Geneſis, our Mother Eve is at 

arly w 


| ith the Devil; and in the ſeventh, Angels (for ſo 
we do expound that Place) are making Love to the 


Daugh- 
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I : 
Daughters of Men; and the Iſſues of both theſe Inter- 
views are too fad to be forgotten: The former brought 
in Sin, and that led in Death; the latter begat the Giants, 
and that drew down a Deluge. Tho' it be an Honour 
to converſe with Angels, yer the Angel and the Woman 
may be unhappily mer. A high Place and honourable 
Employment is not always ſucceſsful, eſpecially if it en- 
counter Minds weak and feminine: For ſome, like a too 
warm Sun it melts ; they fink down and ſpread into a 
waxen, eaſy Popularity: Some, like thine, it bardens ; 
they grow rough and intractable: There be whom it ſets 
a boiling, making them the Mother of Giant- like Defigns, 
the Troubles and Diſtempers of the World ; and there 
be whom, like Eve, it perſwades, they ſhall not die, 
and they ſhall be Gods, no Gods beſide them, and none 

greater. And all this Honour may do, when it comes as 

a gcod Angel, ſent from God, hke him in our Text : 
Whar Miſchief then may he work, when. we ourſelves, 
by forbidden Arts, call and conjure it up? So then, there 
is but little Comfort te ſee the Angel and the Woman to- 
gether: Let us proceed and view them ſingle. = 

We begin with the Virgin, and behold her but in her 

Perigeum, her Humility: For in the oppofite Part, her 
Exaltation, ſhe will be too high for our Sight. Her De- 
he in this lower Part of her Orb, are prickt out in 

Text, thus: A Virgin ſuppoſeth a Woman. 1. Then 
a Woman. 2. A Virgin. 3. Eſpouſed. 4. To Joſepb 
a Carpenter. 5. Of the Houſe of David. 6. Her Name 
ary. 7. Her Habitation, Nazareth of Galilee. And 
all theſe I take for ſo many ſucceſſive Degrees of Humili- 
ation, ſuch yet as the Degrees or Rounds of Facob's Lad- 
der, with an Angel at every one, and a xayatedouwgy 
ſhining from above upon every Step. Woman, the firſt 


1 We muſt crave leave of the Sex to ſay of them as 
the Scripture ſays, They are a Degree below Man. Firſt, 
in the Creation, not only that Woman was made for 
Man (He therefore her End and Perfection, and ſo more 
noble) but that Man was framed immediately to the 
Likeneſs of God, ſhe to Man's; and fo is but * 
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of an Image; a Copy, no Original; a Ray at ſecond Re. 
flection; and ſo 9 weak. 3 the Fall; and 
there ſhe Princi pal. Of the Woman,” faith Siraciges, 
came the Beginning of Sin, and thro her we all die; al 
at once, by the general morte morieris, and all ſeverally, 
by the cular Occaſions and Temptations. All die, 
die by being born of her; for this Life is a very Death; 
And die by concurring with her for Poſterity ; for we do 
not give Life to our Children, but leave it. Thus much 
we may fay honourably of her, honouring ber as the 
wealer Veſſel, ſaith St. Peter: Then to take ſome No. 


tice of Weakneſs in Women, is ſome Honour to them, 


For I ſtand not here to juſtify Malice, or to glean up the 
Wit that in in all times hath been caſt away in Paſquils 
and Declamations agaiuſt Women; wherein, commonly, 
thoſe Men have been the forwardeſt Accuſers of their Faults 
who have heen the chiefeſt Authors of them. We are all 
Adem's Sons, and we have it of our Father, The Woman 
deceived me, even the Woman which thou gaveſt ; the 
lawful Wife, God's Gift ; much more the Strange Woman, 
the Gift ny the Devil. = _ _ mw for os 
Dotage, their Inconſtancy for our fooliſh Credulity, their 
Pride for our Flattcries. Shall they anſwer for ther own 
Vices atid ours too ? Nay, their Vertues are traduc'd. Are 
they free and debonair? We call them wanton. Are they 
reſery'd? We call them ſullen. Their Meekneſs gives 
them the Name of Sheep, and their Spirit of Shrews. 

We ſuſpect their Wiſdom, we ſcorn their Simplicity, and 
their Learning we hate. Laden thus with true Infirmities 
and falſe Accuſations, are they ſunk below God's Protecti- 
on? Nay, they are in his Favour; faith the Angel, Thou 
baſt found Favour; ſuch a Favour as no Angel ever 
found. For he took not the Nature of Angels, he did 
of Women: We look high in all our Works, look for 
Bravery rather than Convenience. God, in his Actions, 
made Choice, not of the nobleſt Means, but of the fitteſt ; 
and what more fit than that; as by a Woman came Death, 
fo by a Woman ſhould come the Redemption from Death : 
And, asChriſt came into the World to teach Humility, fo 
he ſhould enter at this loweſt, Woman, our firſt Step. 


1. The 
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1. The ſecond is Virgin, one Degree below Woman; 


Below a Woman! What! Do we cry down, then, the 


Single- bed? Do we pull the Coronets of Glory from the 
Heads of thoſe Maiden-Saints, whom the Church hath 
confecrated and commended to us > We dare not do fo. 
It is confeſt, as the preſent Condition of the World now 


ſtands, Virginity, as it deſerves Admiration for its Diffi- 


culties, ſo bath infinite Prerogatives over the Eſtate of 
Wife and Mother: But from the wy w 1t was nct 
ſo; nor as long as Man.remember'd the right Uſe of 


every Creature, and could apply himſelf to the Enjoyment 


thereof, without lacking his due Dependance on his God. 


Not to repeat the Laws and Cuſtoms of almoſt all Civil 


Nations; the Shames and Penalties, not only of a ſingle 


Life, but of late Marriage, is touched by our excellent 


Selden in his lateſt Work, /ib.5. c.3. So then, in the 


beſt Judgments, Virgin is below Woman. A Cypher | 


bears no Proportion with a Number, and Virgin is a ve- 
ry Cypher in Nature; it hath no Being nor Name: God 
made it not; for the Law to his Creature was, Creſcite 
& multiplicamini ; and the Contradiction to this conſtitutes 
the Form of a Virgin. Then, for a Name, Adam him- 
ſelf had been at a Nonplus ; Iſbab would not ſerve for it, 
that hath Man in it; and Havab it could not be, for that 
is, Mater viventium. Was ſhe not juſtly called, Almab, 
i. e. in the Helleniſt's Language, Apocrypha ; a Piece of 
Apocrypha, we cannot tell what, nor whence. Now in 


this Cypher to lodge all Number (for firſt and laſt is all 


Number, and ſo is Chriſt) [Rev. 1.] In this Emprineſs, 
to couch him in whom all Fulneſs dwells ; out of this 


Apocrypha to produce not the canonical, but the eſſential 


Word, was a Task worthy of that Hand which called 
Light out of Darkneſs, and this All out of Nothing. 
God doth not always take ſuch Ways as we think moſt 


direct to his Ends: He might have ſpoken himſelf to 


Balaam, but he made the Aſs to do it; the Emblem and 
Proverb of Dulneſs to tutor the Prophet. He might have 
poſed the Magicians and Philoſophers by producing a Lion 


or Elephant; he did it by the leaſt of Creatures, and the 


ſooneſt generated, certainly, many times, moſt _—_— 
wh 
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ET nt 
with Philoſophers. In our Redemption, what mas mor: 
unlikely than to raiſe and quicken us by Death? Do not 


\-  _ confine God's Power and Goodneſs to the narrow Sphere 


of thy Underſtanding. Thou knoweſt not the utmoſt 


Extent of Nature or Art. In Nature thou daily ſeeſt 


Effects proceeding from the ſame Cauſes, and the 


- contraTr) 
lame Effects from Cauſes that are contrary ; and by An, 


thou art confident, thou can'ſt frame an 1 ent, 


which, charged with thy vital Air only, ſhall 


* 


and that there may be a Burning-Glaſs made of a Pier 
of Ice. Do not doubt it then, if the Angel faith it, ſhe 
ſhall be a Mother, tho' a Virgin: This was our ſecond 


0 The third is, eſpouſed. Eſpouſed ! That's ſomewhat 


lower yet. It is indeed the Way, via Regia, God's, and 


the King's High-way from Maid to Wife, bur is neither, 
and therefore inferior to both. For all Motion is leſs 
| than its Terms. The Virgin ſtands like a bloom- 
- . Lag in the midſt of a Garden, and draws all Eyes 


to hers; the Wife is the Roſe gathered, and bound in a 


#: 


- 


<A - 


#: 


Garland for the Huſband's Head; but the Spouſe is 28 
the fame Flower drawn in at a Window, and not yet 


cropt from the Buſh, ſuffering, at once, the Confinement 


of a Wiſe, and the Solitarineſs of a Maid: She hath 

ne the Liberty of the one, and not attained the Pri- 
vileges of the other; having exchanged Certainties for 
Hopes; for ſponſalia are but ſpes nuptiarum, faith the 
Civilian. Yer the eſpouſed finds Favour with God, and 
we accept the vulgar Note, Chriſt being born of this 
& wupiConoy, this Participle, half Maid, Wife, meant 
thereby to ſanctify to us the Conditions of both; tho 
* he would intimate alſo, that, in things of this 

ife, as Marriage or the like, he approves of 

per that ſteers a middle Courſe, neither wholly declining 
the World, nor embracing it too greedily, as if we 
were wedded to it; fince the continual cloſe graſping of 


human Buſineſs makes us loſe our -Hold of God; and 


the utter abandoning of all, is to deſert our Station here, 
and, as much as in us lies, to uncreate the Creation, 
There is a far Diſtance between the mere Ps yo 

8 | reathes 


t Tem- 
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15 T 
| ales nach but Intell Inflcattions, and 
' hi E 
in the Pillar. That is the true Complexion, which the 
Apoſtle requires, Tthat they which ; Wi Ives, be at 
they. which have none; SCondion of the Bleſed Yr | 
likewiſe : Which was the Con of the Blefſed Mx. 


gia in the third Step, eſpouſed. 
| The fourth is, to h, a Carpenter. Still we 
33 
live ew venture a 
have paſt for a fair March; but, being of the 
xf Kings too, for by ber Chriſt claims to-be Davis's 
| — and among chat People, which ever held the Perſons 
what of their Kings and Prieſts talk dncred gel ſnblioge, Shave 
and it muſt ſeem no {mall Diſf N 5 * 
her; W whoſe ny hes in his l 
1 


5 25 — 3 Fo chen, that a 
Pri- Virgin ſo hig e e to a Carpenter, 5 v 
low ; yet the next Step leads 

5. De domo David. E for Lack Inegualiznes 


ſee Herod on the Throne ; a Hoax 

tols'd by 7 te Tine» Sogn, > Vaud, 
to Fudea; where having, , gotten the Crown 
on his Head, be cements it chere with the Blood of the 


ach r —— 


tine; The” 1 
When ſhe ſhould comfort him, cannot, rig le fame 
Cauſe of Grief herſelf; nay, who adds one 


. The Virgin's Name Mary : That is, 


Lady: For fo I am told it fignifies in the Syriac. This 
; bs As onus makes all the 5 ck heavy and preſſing; 


might elſe, perhaps, by little and little, have worn 
— Tice, A uy Wan Extraction, and, like an 
ordinary Couple, lived and died together quietly among 
their Neighbours in Nazaretb. But now, Mary, like 


a perpetual Watch- word in their Ears, keeps their Re- 


membrance waking. The Huſband cannot call the Wife 
by her Name, but, inſtantly, that preſents to their {ad 


Souls, boch what they are now, and from what they arc 


fallen; beſides the Scorn of ſcurrilous Wits, who would 
think it an excellent Occaſion for a Libel, that a Carpen- 


ters Wife ſhould be called a Lady. But, for all this, | 


. Fear not, Mary; Supts ew, faith the I. She 
ſtands now in the — FE) and to h 
chere is no Difference between bn e ro King ; 
both e diſtant from God: A Million is no nearer 
to Inſinite, than an Unite. There is a Mun dv, LMat. 1. 
the being an honeft Man, that makes the Carpenter a 
great Perſonage; and this Virgin takes it for a great For- 
tune. She ſhall not chuſe for us: We muſt have Heirs, 
Heirs ſometimes of more Vices, more Curſes than Lord- 


 thips; yet we think our Children well beſtow'd: Which 
is to 


bid Plato to the Wedding, and ſhut Chriſt out of 
Doors. The Virgin is content with the honeſt Carpenter, 


and he alſo comforts: himſelf. The Houſe of David is 
not 


fallen much lower than irs Original: It began in a 
Shepherd, and ſhould it diſdain an Artificer? Shall the 
Sbeep- hook ſay to the Hammer, Thou art not Noble. It 
is the Faſhion, indeed, of Men raiſed from low Fortune 

and Birth, to ſtudy the Art of Forgetfulneſs, and, like 


the Pinnacles of their new- built Houſes, to look with 


Scorn on the Ground that bears them. But we ſee here 
Joſepb nor of this Huntonr ; who, beſides his Humility, 
Vas lo wiſe, and charitable to boot, that, I believe, he look d 


er De- 
to both their Sorrows by her very Name, our ſixch 


is Sight 
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all chings in it * they are; but her he could 


e 


on Herod himſelf with more Pity than Indignation ; or 


on a Man, undone by Preferment, curs d with a Crown 


| that muſt be maintain d with ſo much Miſchief. As for 


his Trade; let him glory herein: That Generation was 
to ſee the World new moulded, by Tradeſmen, Fiſhers, 
and Tent- makers, being ſent out by a Carpenter, the ſup- 


Fi poſes Son of this Joſeph, to conquer Kings, to diſpute with 
Phil 


iloſophers, to teach the Greek Learning, and the Jew 
Law; to ordain Religion, and. reform Manners; to com- 
mand Nature; to converſe with Augels, and pull down 
Satan from his Throne. Then ſhall the Virgin the Car- 
penter's Spouſe 'rejoice, and in her Name many ſhall 
read a large Prophecy: For, as all Generations ſhall cal 
ber bleſſed, fo al Generations ſhall call her Lady. If the 
look forth, ſhe ſhall ſee the ſtately Piles of Churches and 


Colleges dedicated to God in Memory of her; Orders of 
Monks and Knights praying and fighting under her Tide; 
her Praiſe ſung in Hymns and Anthems; her Attributes 


of Honour digeſted into Alphabets; more, much more, 
till (as at the Erecting of the Tabernacle). the Offerings 


flow d in fo faſt, that there needed a Proclamation, Nec 


Vir, nec Mulier, offerat ultra. And. in Heaven, if the 
look about, the ſhall behold Legions of A and of 


| bleſſed Souls, bowing themſelves at the Feet of her Son; 


in the Glory of whoſe exalted Body ſhe doth not only, 
like others, {ce a Type of her own, but her own Body ho 
2 for his Body is hers, and ſhe may as truly ſay of 

im, This is Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh, as 
Adam could of Eve. May not we then, who call Chriſt 
call his Mother Lady? We may, ſo we make it a Ti- 
of Houour, notof Worſhip ; a Note of Eminency, not 
of Authority. It is true, ſome have gone too far: Do 
not not thou therefore fall ſhort. Wilt thou be prophane, 
becauſe thou haſt been ſuperſtitious 2 Why ſholdf thou 


think thou canſt not value her too low, whom God fo 


highly ded 2 For it was wittily noted, and truly, 
by him who faid, God did offer ber as much as be could 
do; that is, more than he did for all the World beſide; 
for he could have made the World greater than it is, and 


now 


eee e ts afernd i the Mun. 


tain of Juda: Do not detain her ſtill below, in her obſcure 

Habitation Nazareth of Galilee, and our. ſeventh Step. 
21. It is, indeed, the loweſt we can go: We are now 

at the Ground, nay the Grave; for the Grave is but am- 


= by à Pro and — Iſa. ix. Matt. iv.] 
Land of Zabulon and Nephthali, Galilee of the Gen- 


Parkneſs either; for umbra is but lux diminuta, and 


Shadow, ſuch a one as ſome Trees 
caſt, which do not only i the cheerful Rays of the 
Sun, bur ſhed alſo a malignant and poiſonous Influence ; 
ſuch as — neg —_— ER eue — 1 
ligion, as bei kirt o the , borderin 

— the great Sea, far from Jeruſalem, * Fountain ei 
Light; and in wmbre mortis too, both by their daily Con- 
tagion, by the Importation of foreign Commodities and 
Vices (the uſual Calamities of Maritime Coaſts) 
their Religion deeply tainted with all ſorts of Idolatry 
from their Neighbours on every Side, flowing hither as 
into a common River; from Samaria, the Reliques of 
Feroboam's Calves; from Perfia and Babylon, the Abo- 
minations of. thoſe Countries, tranſplanted hither with 
their Colonies [2 Kings xvii.] „that all Shrines 
ſhould be full, the Phoenician Gods, their old Acquain- 
tance, are not ſevered. Here was a ſad Shade; but behold 
a vigorous Ray from xexcerruon above, to * 


is a „ killing 


* 


bra mortis; and yet, in the — Toe of this Place, 


tiles, the People fituate in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow 
f Death. Umbra mortis is more than the Shadow, or 


Darkneſs is but the Abſence of Light; bur mbra mortis 


gc: . 8 


5 F 
all ;. a Gratia plena, for an Antidote to keep out al. 
Damps and ill Airs. So that, where, perchance, to ſee 
a 94 at Fifteen was once a Miracle; now it is no 
Wonder for a Maid of that Age to converſe with Angels 
(kor we may collect from her Conference with Gabriel, 
they were no Strangers to het) where it was ſaid, no good 
could came out of Galilee (nibil boni] [Johni. 47.] thence 

- ſhall ſpring the eternal Fountain of all Goodneſs ; whence 
k they held no Prophet ſhould ariſe (ex Galilea nullus Pro- 
- beta] [John vii.} thence ſhall appear the Maſter and 
- BK Subjct of all Prophecics: Galilee ſhall be as Judæa, and 
c Nazareth as Jeruſalem; and from thoſe dark Confines, 
this Horizon of the Gentiles, ſhall the bright Star of 


)%%%%ͤ 3% OB rub. cas, 


7 - Er ſhine forth [Numb. xxiv. 17.]. Thou then that 
— the Favour to be born in a temperate Clime, a hap- 
"Y py Country, full of Riches and Honour, of Knowledge 
] and Civility, art bleſſed with the Light of the revealed 
1 and ſaving Truth, do not deſpiſe thy poor Brethren under 
6 the Poles, or the Line; do not think God hath no Care 
r of becauſe lie hath provided better for thee; thou 


: 
i 
1 


id may'ſt call them barbarous, becauſe their Arts or 
is | Cuſtoms are not like unto thine; much leſs may'ſt thou 
es ronounce them damned, becauſe they are not of thy Re- 
he gion, Again, thou that makeſt thy Neſt in the City, 


e; among the Palaces of Princes, and Temples of the Gods, 
e- feaſting thy Body with the Marrow of the Land, and thy 
g Ears with the Abundance of the Word; do not inſult 
of over the Swain that glories in the Goad, and makes it his 
n- Care to give the Kine Fodder ¶ Eccluſ. xxxviii.] Is the 
nd Country rude ? So is the City petulant. Doth the Peaſant 
ts) lack Manners? So doth the Burgeſs Conſcience. If at 
ry Nazareth there be filly Souls that want Preaching ; there 
as be alſo, at Jeruſalem, Phariſces, Hypocrites, that have 
of Sermons Day, and never the better. Decetve nor 
o- thyſelf; he that comes up from Nazareth but thrice a 
th Year, to do Devotion with a ſincere Heart, ſhall riſe up 
nes in Judgment againſt thec, who dwelleſt-in the holy royal 
in- City, if neither the Preſence of the King's Throne, nor 
d the Awe of God's Altars there can keep thee from Inſo- 
ate lence and prophane Outrage. Laſtly, do not haſtily con · 
> © 0 ago, 37> 43 4, demu 
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demn net traduce any Man, in point of Religion or Life, 
| becatiſe he converſeth with ſome whom thou thinkeſt un- 
. © found in either. Peradventure thoſe are not ſo; thou haſt 
been often. deceived. Confider his Parentage, or Em- 
ployment, or Neighbourhood, or ſome other Relation of 
common Humanity, may have caſt him upon ſuch Com- 

y ; yet he ſtill remain untainted ? The Fiſh comes freſh 
2 Pn Sea, tho” it be there in a continual Pickle; -and 
ſome have turn'd as good Proteſtants from Rome, as 
others from Geneva. FT otanbet there was found, even 
in Galilee, a Virgin fit to entertain an Angel. 


An Angel, our ſecond Perſon and Part; but he too 

kigh and too bright for our Approach at this time. Here 

then make we -a Stand, and reflect upon the Degrees 
already paſt; where, if on every Step we meet our Souls, | 
let it not diſcourage us; ſince, from this Lowneſs, the i 
Virgin was exalted to be the Mother of Jeſus Chriſt. We | 
. would willingly bear her 9 in her Exaltation, let 
as not diſdain the Company of ber Humility. 
1. Then, our Soul is 55” Sup Let Eve be her Parallel. 
She was made for a Helper, and lo ſhe ſeduces and de- 
ftroys us! There was no Sin nor Death, but for the Soul. 
For Things that want Souls (reaſonable Souls, ſuch as 
ours] ſin not, nor do they truly die, but fall aſunder, and 
all Pieces being material, remain as happy as before; but 
we, for our Soul's and Sin's Sake, die and die again 
(morte morieris) a double Death. Juſt then, as Adam 
called the Woman, Mater Viventium, when indeed ſhe 
was the Mother of Death : So we ſtile our Souls immor- 
ral, when it is that only by which we die. Again, like 
Eve, ſhe is fo filly as to ſuffer herſelf to be cozened by a 
oe and not by the ſubtile Serpent alone, but by every 
_ gull Animal. Every groſs Opinion, Paſſion and Humour, 
makes a very Fool of het, and ſhe is fo jealous, ſhe 
eaſily believes God goes about to deceive. her too. For 
ſhe knows and confeſſes, that thus and thus God hath 
Hud, and yet ſhe lends an Far to the contrary. She is al- 
ways to remember Mater mortis; in a Fit of Ambition, 
for Eritis ficut dii; ina Fit of Sickneſs, for non mor i- 
emini ; in a Fit of Cutiofity, for a little Knowledge; and 


in 
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ins Fic of Luſt and Wantonneſs, Eve for an Apple. And 
all this Eve did but once, our Soul doth it every Day, and 


ſo the more Woman. | 


2. Then, ſhe is a Virgin too. This we hope is ome 


' Honour: But we muſt know, tho' in the World of Bo- 
dies there be Caſes that commend Virginity, it 1s not ſo 
in the World of Souls. Nay, Virgin Bodies are therefore 


honourable, becauſe they keep their Minds from being lo. 


Every good Soul is a Mother, her Iſſue, Knowledge and 
Virtues and Graces, concery'd from thoſe Seeds where- © 
with Nature and God's Spirit hath quickned her. Would 


our Soul, as ſhe ought to retain, to cheriſh, to ripen, to 
exalt theſe, ſhe might, with Joy, behold Children, and 
Children's Children: So ſtill one Knowledge begets ano- 
ther, and one Virtue another, and one Grace another; 
there is none barren them. But now ſhe is ſo 


taken with her own Beauty, that ſhe cares not to be a 


Mother, as fearing, perhaps, that Child-bearing ſhould 
fill her with Wrinkles ; and the is fo much in Love with 
Liberty, that 5 ſhe will not, tho God himſelf comes 
2 wooing with Deſponſabo te mibi in eternum. And 


| = Beauty will not be kept, nor Liberty neither. Not 


Beauty; for as we ſee commonly in Bodies, while 
they labour to keep their Virginity; they loſe their Health, 
and with it the Verdure of their Complexion; that which 
was intended for Poſterity beſtow ing itſelf into Diſeaſes: 
So in Souls, thoſe generous Principles, thoſe lufty Seeds 
of Knowledge and Action, being check d and forbidden 


to diſplay themſelves into legitimate Births, break out into 


Monſters, Vanity and Vice, not the Children, but the 
Sickneſs and Blemiſh of the Soul. And her Liberty, that's 
gone already ; for ſhe is eſpouſed, the third Step. 

3. There is no Man but hath his favourite Study, his 
favdurite Humour, or his favourite Vice; which being 
commended unto him by his Complexion or Country, 
his Condition or Faction, his Soul accepts and eſpouſeth 
herſelf to them; and now ſhe muſt not hear, nor ſee, 
nor judge, but as they Juſt. Thus all with Ariſtotie is 
Logick, all with Plato Theology, all with Pythagoras 


Number. Thus the Philoſopher diſputes down _ 
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and the Divine preacheth down Nature; the Roman Ca- 
_ tholick couples Calviniſm and Turciſm together; and the 

 Calviniſt would have us think Rome as P as ever. 
Thus the ambitious Man looks on the World as a Stair 

to Greatneſs, the Voluptuous Man as a Bed for Delight, 


the Covetous on what may be turned to Gold, the Malici- 


ous on what may be converted to Gall and Wormwood. 


Ik there be a Soul that hath eſcaped theſe e. 
8 


ſes, there remains one that will not be deny d, that's the 
Body, the Carpenter, our fourth Step. = 

4. We do not mean by Body, this Fleſh of Man, this 
walking Statue, this earthen Houſe, as St. Paul calls it, 
[z Cor. v.] that is but the Carpenter's Shop, he himſelf 


is within, the Spirit that moyes it to Vegetation and 


Senſe. And is not this the Carpenter? You know a Me- 
chanick he cannot work without his Tools, and all his 
Facultics are ical: And you may well call him Car- 


, for he built the Houſe, he lives in it, which 


would quickly fall on his Head, did he not every Day 
repair it. Do not thou, by Luſt and Intemperance, make 
this Houſe yet more ruinous: That were to trouble the 
Carpenter with more Work than needs ; and thy Soul 
feels Diſturbance enough already in her Comemplations, 
Devotions, and Raptures, by the neceſſary Noiſe and 
Hurry in the Work-houſe ; ſuch. a Vexation to ſome 
Philoſophers, that they were ſorry and aſhamed, and 
oy with God, to ſee the Soul ſo match'd : Bur 
that needs 


not; for the Carpenter is nobly deſcended, of 


the Houſe of David, our fifth Step. _ 1 
5. He is high-born: Eſteem him by his Actions. In 


the Repreſentation of ſenſible Objects, that whereby we 
conceive and retain Appearances, that whereby we judge 


and diſtinguiſh them, whereby we apprehend them as 
Good or Evil, and accordingly follow ot decline them, 
muſt be 2 a Piece, tho' inferior to the Mind, yet 
too noble to ſpring 

the cimning "1465, Ba of the Embryo, that is ſuch a Ma- 
ſter-piece, as plainly argues, it's Architect came from 
| Heaven; and therefore the Work of the ſeminal Spirit 
hath been the Amazement of Phyſicians, hath been aſcribed 


4 3 


from the ſurd Womb of Matter. But 


„ „ „ , „„ „ e eee 


— 


. % F © = x 
5 


by Philoſophers to Dæmonian uelligences, by Prophet - 


to God himſelf. So noble a Body would be uſed with 


/ Reverence. Hadſt thou a Servant that were a Son to ſome 


diſtreſſed Prince, ou wouldſt not employ him iii any 
baſe Office 5 and wilt thou fet this E of the 
Royal Blood to build Hog- ſtyes, and Cabins for every 


| unclean. Beaſt? For ſuch are thy Senſes and Faculties, 


when Luſt poſſeſſeth them. Doſt thou not hear him ſigh 
and groan to be thus uſed? e xj cure, ſaith 
St. Paul ¶ Rom. viii.] he is in an Agorty, and faints un- 
der the Work; not for the Labour, but for the Indignity ; 
and his Spouſe, the Soul, ſhe is diſcontemed too: Her very 
Name is a Burthen to her, our fixth Step. 

6. The Virgin's Name was Mary : Mary is Lady, 
and that is the Soul's Name too. Do we not call her 
Tn TAuornay, the leading, the commanding Part? We 
do, indeed; but ſhe hath little Cauſe to pleaſe herfelf in 


that Name, conſidering her preſent Eſtate ; as a Lady of 


fourſcore ro behold her Picture at fifteen, and compare ir 
with her Glaſs. The Soul was once 73 y Ev: the 
far as a Lady, a Queen; all the inferior Faculties, like 
good Subjegts, in Order, Place, and Obedience, attend- 
ing her; and this Correſpondence at home bred Reputari- 
on abroad; no Enemy 8 every Beaſt of the 
Foreſt ſtood in Awe of her. But now, Whither is that 
Majeſty fled > when from abroad every Flea vexeth her, 
at home her Affections and Paſſions all out of. Tune; they 
repine, they mutiny, they break out into open Rebelhons ; 
they canton out the Dominion of the Soul among them- 
ſelves, and every one will be King in his Quarter; An- 
7 will reign in Choler, and Luft in Blood; Sloth in 
hlegm, Deſpair in Melancholly ; and rule they will, 
not according to the Prince's Law, or the Law of the 
Land, bur each by a Law of his own making; the 
70 4 & pcteriag, as St. Paub calls it ¶ Rom. vii.] Thus is 
the Soul dethroned aud diveſted of all. Indeed there have 
been Deſigns to reſtore her : The Heathen gory ro: 
her old Servant, attempted it by Virtues of all Sort 
moral, civil, intellectual; and the Chriſtian Divine, her 
late Counſellour, hath laboured the fame, by encouraging 


" "ME 


5 „ 5 
ber to teſume her Right; by perſuading the inferior Fa- 
culties to ſubmit; by calling in foreign Aid, and God 

himſelf from Heaven to ſet all forward. Some Effed 


hath followed, but the Work will not lead on as lon 
as ſhe dwells here at Nazareth of Galilee, our | 


from Jeruſalem, the Head and Mother-City ; and in 
aumbra mortis, as that was, two Ways, for Manners and 
for Religion. For Manners, we ſee Vice boldly practiſed 


5 Sides, and every bad Example is umbra mortis, a 


deadly Side, Firſt, whether it be caſt by an eminent 
Man, as a Tree; or by a Multitude, as by a Hedge, an 
Arbour of ſmall Twigs; the Shade is all one, and equally 
_ deadly, if we fly to it for Shelter. Then, in umbra mortis 
too, Re Religion; for every Idokgrove caſts its Shadow 
and every Country, and almoſt every Man, hath his Idol. 


They that ſeem to agree on the ſame God, yet doing it 


on ſeveral Notions and Grounds, ſometimes, unworthily 
and untruly, do but worſhip the ſame Name, every Man 
hath his Deity apart: And thus for Education, Law, or 
Faction, I make the true God my Idol. Now when 2 
Man hath ſer up his Idol in his Heart, and plaited a 
Grove about it, that Grove doth ſo beſhade and benighe 
bis Reaſon, that no Light can follow it: Thus, as the 
ZEgyptiens did in their thick Darkneſs, he firs down and 


ſets his Heart at reſt, and ſeeks no further. This makes 


the Turk as zealous in his Religion as the Chriſtian, the 
Jew as either, and the Indian as any; this makes the Herc- 
tick as reſolute as the true Catholick ; there 
are Martyrs on all Sides: ee walk, and the 
Pens walk, and the Swords fly out, till we ſlide and fall, 
and wallow in one another's Blood : Thus the Earth be- 
only of Darkneſs, bur of cruel Habitati- 
ons. Were not an Angel now ſeaſonable with a Jute 
x42<eu;n to comfort us? Lord, let thy Holy Spirit 
overſhadow us, and all thoſe evil Shades will flee ac 8 

us to Chriſt, 


this Woman, put on the Strength and Un- 


| 7. This World is Galilee in umbra, as that was, fix | 
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Aerſtandi 


"Be 


and Joy of a Mother, and yet, in her Purity, ſhe ſhall be 
Weg ſtill: This $ ouſe ſhall no —_— toubrfully ho- 
ver between Maid and Wife, but ſhall be eyer married to 
God, the God our Lord, the greateſt and beſt Huſband : 

She {hall ſee her old Huſband; the Body, much refined ; 


but a Carpenter ſtill, employed by the Holy Ghoſt, not 


only to build a Temple r him, but to be one. Thus 
ſhall the Body be — to the Digni 
tage, being more than David's Son, God's own Work- 
manſhip; and the Soul, _ whoſe Name calls her Lady, 
ſhall recover her Juriſdiction, and rule by her own Law, 
the Law of the Spirit; and all this, in ſome meaſure, 
here below, at Nazareth, but in full Perfection then 
when we ſhall be called up from Galilee to Jeruſalem ; 
from the Shadow of Death to the eternal, inexpreſſible, 


incomprehenſible and Life; which is wich Cod, and 


which i God, 


» 
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of a Man; chis Virgin ſhall beat the 1 Fruit 


of its Paren- 
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